
       
SDRSP
BOARD MEETING
Ramkota, Pierre 
Sunday, May 3, 2026
7:30 p.m.
 
Minutes of the Meeting held in the Lake Sharpe Room 
 
Board Members Present: President, Cathy Anderson; President Elect, Vicki Sterling; Past President, Jacque Sly; Vice- President, Rhonda Preller; Treasurer, Myron Fuerst; Secretary, Carm Tobin; Legislation, Bob & Sharon Rose; Membership, Anita Manning; Executive Director, Gerri Larson
 
Board Member Absent:
Community/Health, Diane Odland 

President Cathy Anderson called the Board meeting to order at 7:33 p.m. in the Lake Sharpe Room of the Ramkota.

Welcome: President Anderson welcomed the State Board members to the “Celebrating America!” 2026 Convention. She shared that she was very enthusiastic about the upcoming two days! 

Secretary’s Report: Copies of the Secretary’s Report were passed out to the Board. The report included minutes from the July 30th, 2025 Board meeting, held at 11:00 a.m. at the Pizza Ranch in Fort Pierre.  Corrections were requested but none were found at this time. Anita Manning made a motion to accept the minutes. Rhonda Preller seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and the motion passed. The July 30th minutes stand approved as written.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer, Myron Fuerst, carefully tracked financial activity from May 23, 2025 through April 30th, 2026. After explaining his report, Fuerst opened the floor to questions. Vice President Rhonda Preller inquired about the Horace Mann account which stands at $43,532.11. Preller suggested that rather than sit idle in the bank that a portion of this money should be used for the good of the educational world. Following a discussion among board members, it was determined we should table this topic until a later date when we can collect ideas and determine a workable plan. Myron’s 2026 SDRSP treasury report is on file and stands as correct. 

Membership: Anita Manning, Membership Committee head, shared her SDRSP Membership Data Report that she created for 2026-2027. Her meticulous membership spreadsheet shows 12 active units, 4 inactive units and 2 disbanded units in the state at this time. 

Legislation: Bob and Sharon Rose shared their Educational Legislative Review for the 2026 session. They reported that as of July 2026 the COLA will be set at 1.56 percent. This percentage reflects the annual cost-of-living adjustment which is designed to help retirees maintain purchasing power as everyday expenses rise. Bob and Sharon suggested we check out the following website: www.sdlegislature.gov. This site allows one to view all the legislative action concerning education and state retirement from the entire legislative session.

Newsletter: Acting Committee Chair, Jacque Sly continues to fill the important role of Newsletter Chair due to the fact that no one has yet volunteered. She feels it is such an essential tool for communication that she is willing to temporarily continue these duties. However, if any board member knows of an excellent candidate to take over this position let Jacque know immediately. Two mailings were sent out on September 30, 2025 and March 19, 2026. The printing cost of the September mailings was $2024.62. In March, the printing of the newsletters was $2102.96. There were approximately 775 copies of the newsletter mailed each time.  A 2025 November Special Edition Newsletter was sent via email to all members at the cost of $199.13 for digital setup. Jacque has chosen to have the newsletter printed at Quality Quick Print in Rapid City as that is where she resides. 

Scholarships: Vicki Sterling, head of the Scholarship Committee, shared that in 2025 two $1000 scholarships were awarded to:
*Rubylinn Harrington from Wagner 
*Grace Saaverdra from Sioux Falls.  Grace’s award was presented by SDRSP President Cathy Anderson and Board Member Anita Manning and Gretchen Tweet. Grace was able to attend the evening banquet at the Sioux Falls Convention. 

In 2026, the two $1000 scholarships were earned by:
*Kayla Prasek from Watertown. Her award was presented by WRSP Presidents Denise Ottenbacher and Pam Raeder.
* Robert Julius from Rapid City. His scholarship was presented by BHRSP President Doris Ann
Werlinger and SDRSP President-Elect Vicki Sterling. 
Unfortunately, neither Kayla or Robert was able to attend the Pierre Convention due to school obligations. 

Executive Director Report:
Executive Director Gerri Larson began her report by sharing that ALL the Grants are completed. 
In January 2026, SDRSP was involved with Lobby Days in Pierre. Membership/Recruitment postcards were passed out at the May 2025 Convention. Gerri shared that there are still postcards available for units to use. They are not dated so these postcards will work indefinitely. The postcards were printed with leftover funds in collaboration with AARP. Larson continues to have monthly Zoom meetings with NRTA and State AARP.







Community Service:
SDRSP President Cathy Anderson presented Diane Odland’s report due to her absence. Cathy shared that nine of the twelve units participated this year with many units increasing their yearly hours of from the past year. We as retirees must remember that we continue to make an impact by our dedicated hours of service and volunteering. For the 2025-2026 year, 31,641 hours were tabulated. That is an increase from the 2024-2025 year with 26,582 hours logged. Based on the $25 hourly wage, we earned $791,025 with our volunteering! Way to go, SDRSP! 

The top four units were:
1st-Watertown (6,389 hours)
2nd-Black Hills (4,445 hours)
3rd-Northern Hills (4,322 hours) 
4th- Milbank (4,172” hours)
*All four of the above units have increased their hours over last year*



OLD BUSINESS:

AMBA: We went into partnership with AMBA in 2023 with a five (5) year contract which will be completed in 2028. 



NEW BUSINESS:

Summer Board Meeting: The Board shall meet on Tuesday, July 14th at 11:00 at the Pizza Ranch in Fort Pierre under the new leadership of SDRSP President Vicki Sterling.


2027 Convention Location:
President Elect Sterling announced that her first convention will be held in Rapid City on Wednesday, May 5th through Thursday, May 6th. 

Adjournment: There being no further business, Bob Rose made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Vicki Sterling seconded his motion. Motion carried. The SDRSP Board Meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,
Carm Tobin
SDRSP Secretary 

