











Convention Speakers & Entertainment
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Dr. David Grabitske — Oral Interp — Chloe and Kevin Krumpf — Lindsey Holmquist —
Museum Director of Harper from Riggs HS Farr House in Pierre AARP State Volunteer
SD Heritage Museum in Director
Pierre

Convention Awards

Gerri Larson from Rapid
City was presented the
prestigious Florence
Krieger award by Cathy
Anderson, president is the incoming
of SDRSF Gerri is the SDRSP President.
Executive Director of

SDRSP and liaison with the

National Retired Teachers

Association.

Vicki Sterling from
Rapid City received
the Outstanding
Service award. She
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Convention Awards

Kayla Prasek, a teacher in Celebrating America’s birthday
received a $1000 scholarship from SDRSP. Watertown, received a $1000 with red, white and blue
Doris Ann Werlinger, BHRSP president, scholarship from SDRSP. Pam decorations.
and Vicki Sterling, scholarship chairperson,  Raeder, co-president of WARSP
presented him the check, along with his presented her with the check.

colleague who nominated him.

Five out of the nine units were represented and
received their certificate for Community Service
volunteer hours.This year’s number totaled 31,641
reported hours.

' WHAT €0OD I THE W
OF SUMMER, WITHOUT THE
COLD OF WINTERTO GIVEIT
SWEETNESS.
~ JOHN STEINBECK
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Memorial Service - Carm Tobin and Rhonda Preller
honored 22 SDRSP members who passed recently. Bill
Zubke read the names as each person was recognized

with a PowerPoint short bio of each person.
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SDRSP 2026 Convention Evaluation

33 evaluations forms were completed.

1.

Location and facilities?

Approved of location in Pierre 25

Facilities 25

No Pierre unit — Only Sioux Falls, Rapid, VWatertown, & Aberdeen should hold the convention 3
Good reasonable mileage in middle of the state 3

Liked the rotation 5
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Most informative/enjoyable speakers or presentations
Lt. Gov Venhuizen 20
Grabitske, Museum 4
Kumpt-Farr house 13

Supt Glodt 5

Tour of Gov Residence 3
Mayor Harding |

Choir 12

Drum line 12

Oral interp. I5

All entertainment 5
Memorial Service 2

AARP 3 (long presentation)
SDEA |

Tour 2

w

Were the meals/snacks satisfactory? Suggestion?

Meals 23

Snacks 24

More fruit/veggies |

Nice combination of sweet/salty|

Cut back on candies/treat at the table |

More than one meat choice for the evening meal 3
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Suggestions for another convention?

Students should always be a part of our convention

Door prizes 7

Baskets from units 4

Book exchange 8

School sports team shirts or favorite professional team

Have some movement activities

Gift bags were lovely

Community outreach

Bringing a guest

Keep doing things for kids and families

Items for needy projects — alternate to door prizes

;I'alk about education updates, legislation with a way retired people can be involved in schools, keep staff in the pro-
ession

Top unit volunteers should talk about how they volunteer and count up so many hours.

Magazine exchanFe
Mini rummage sale (no money needed)
Mixer of the US States was fun

More interactive activities
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Additional comments
No place for “political” comments (to sign petitions)
Special thanks to Bill for the fudge
hat are we saving the CDs for? Give more to Educators Rising
Thematic decoration and patriotic chocolates-well done
Do break-out groups to discuss issues
Tentative sche§u|es of the convention in the newsletter and registration
All enjoyable
Vets Hospital in Hot Springs- some type of donations
Bring speakers from college to talk aﬁout the state of education
Person report from SDR
Great convention 8
Thank you 10
Please check the SDRSP web pages- all downloads should be PDF format, so they load in iPad
Bus to convention possibly more attendance so people would not need to drive.

In
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Grandparent Essay Winners

Winners for 2026
are as follows:

The 2026 winner is Kalista Aadland
from Aberdeen. Second place goes to
Camila Mendoza Veleta from Redfield.
Third place goes to Hunter Shumway
from Rapid City.

~AARP A

Kalista Aadland
State Winner

2026 AARP SD & SDRSP
South Dakota Grandparent of the Year
Essay Contest

Kalista read her essay at
the luncheon. She received
$250 from AARP for her

first-place essay.

2026 Membership Memorial

Aberdeen Patricia O’Connor
Bill Fuhrman Donna Peppers
Katherine Moen Lucille Stickler
Lois Sollie Madison

Black Hills DeAnn Molskness
Barbara Culey Milbank
Eldene Henderson Ken Saeger

Dorothea Lawson

Redfield John Mclintyre
Viola Hardie Marlys Roskens
Sioux Falls Pierre
Dean Austad Velma Becker
Julie Day Mitchell
Alyce Dummermuth Mabel Nielson
Dick Hubble Watertown
Lucy Lindsko Marv Sherrill

Treasurer’s Report - Myron Fuerst

At the July 14, 2026, board meeting, the board again
decided to send $750 to Educators Rising. Also, $2000
would be transferred from the Horace Mann Account
to provide two $1000 scholarships to two teachers
pursuing advanced education. AARP contributes $2500

to cover the Grandparent Essay Contest and some
additional convention expenses. The first-place winner
of the Grandparent Essay Contest receives $250, the
second-place receives $150, and the third-place winner
receives $100.

Membership - Jacque Sly

Thank you to Anita Manning for being membership
chair for the past two years. It is a steep learning
curve to keep track of over 800 members. There are a
variety of membership options with SDRSP. First, there
are Life members. They pay upfront for a lifetime state
membership depending on their age when they move
to that status. Second, there are Renewing members,
which is the majority now. There are New members
associated with a local unit. Since we began doing
on-line membership in partnership with AMBA, there
are also new members that do not belong to a local
unit, but are a State Only member of SDRSP. They are
scattered throughout South Dakota.
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When you send in membership dues, please include
contact information for each member. It is surprising
how often addresses and email addresses change. Each
time a newsletter goes out it costs money to mail and
additional money to return undeliverable newsletters.
The same goes for email addresses. Each time digital
newsletters are sent, there are multiple ones returned.
Sometimes it is as easy as one letter wrong or one

dot in the wrong place, but the computer does not
recognize that, so they are not delivered. Please send
any member contact changes or member deaths to
Jacque Sly, 22560 Potter Rd, Rapid City SD 57702,
jacsly4d8@gmail.com or 605-381-9116 cell.



Greetings From President Vicki Sterling

Convention 2026:

Thank you, Cathy Anderson and her Sioux Falls group,
for an outstanding convention in Pierre this May.

This convention had all the elements to make people
feel welcome, opportunities to learn something new
throughout the gatherings, fun entertainment, good
snacks and food. Of course, time to meet new friends
and visit with old acquaintances.

Planning for 2026-2027 starts in the summer after the
convention:

South Dakota Board Members met in Fort Pierre to
discuss how to have a stronger convention and how to
help individual units. The board is always concerned
about how to help the units. The suggestions from the
convention goers provide good ideas which are helpful
for another convention and fresh ideas for the units
also.

This year for the eastern side of SD the Leadership

meeting will be in Watertown on Thursday, August 20th,

at 1:00 pm. It will be held at Perkins at 600 9th Ave SE.

For the western side of SD, the Leadership meeting will
be held in Rapid City on Monday, August 24, at 1:00 pm.
It will be held at the AARP office located in the Uptown
Rapid Mall at 2200 N. Maple Avenue.

Connect, Learn, Serve has been our slogan.

SDRSP Executive Director - Gerri Larson

Another big Thank-you to President Cathy, the Sioux
Falls Unit and all others that worked together to put
on another fun, educational, and successful May 2026
Conference. If you did not attend this year, please
consider doing so next year.

Many Units are now planning for the Fall and coming
year Program and Activities. As always, membership
recruitment is a big part of the planning.

AARP continues to be a source of help and support.
They have a speaker’s bureau that may have some ideas
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Connecting with newly retired school personnel seems
to be discouraging to every unit. Has any organization
found a way to recruit new members or retain
members? We have continually asked ourselves if our
programs are interesting and are members learning
something new? Are members given the opportunity to
give suggestions to programs? At the state convention,
it was amazing to hear the number of hours members
identify as community service. The list of how members
serve is amazing.

2027 Convention

The next South Dakota Retired School Personnel
Convention theme is “Through the Decades.” It is to
be held in Rapid City May 5 —6, 2027. The reason for
this theme is that people in this organization have
had decades of experience. We need to embrace our
abilities. We are lucky to have secured a local choir
called Bella Voce’ and they will keep you entertained
with the music we have known through the decades.

The Box Elder Events Center is commonly called The Box
and is easy to get off at I-90 at Exit 61 to a service road
to the address of 631 Watiki Way. The convention
center is connected to the Courtyard by Marriott hotel.
People can go between Courtyard and the convention
center without getting wet and there are no steps.

for your programs this coming year. AARP continues
to work on items of importance to the over 50 crowd.
Among them are Fraud, Caregiving, Social Security, and
Drug costs. They are also working on using their Audit
Tool Kits to improve Walk-ability arounds schools and
neighborhoods. A program on this was presented at
the State Conference. If interested please contact the
State Office in Sioux Falls.

Best Wishes for a Great Year!
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Community Health And Services - Diane Odland

Looking at my Community Service report from 2025-
2026, we had 9 Units reporting their Community
Service hours with an INCREASE of hours to 31,641!!
The total for 2024-2025 was 26,582 hours!

All 9 Units did an AWESOME job with each Unit
receiving a GOLD LEVEL Certificate with over 2000
Hours recorded by each Unit at the State Convention.

Based on wages of $25 an hour, we earned $791,025 for
VOLUNTEERING! THANK YOU EVERYONE!

Remember we continue to make an impact on those
around us with a wide array of activities that we, as

Legislative News - Bob & Sharon Rose

Interesting issue: Bitcoin Depot went bankrupt. |15
ATM machines in SD closed, which is good news for the
people who have been losing money on bitcoins. No

Retired School Personnel, continue to be involved with.
Keep recording ALL of your activities that you are
involved with, within your church and community.

Here’s to a Great 2026-2027 of Volunteering! Also,
here’s to the Dog Days of Summer and an Abundance
of Prayers for Cooler Weather and an Increase of Rain
as Fall quickly approaches!

AsVincentVan Gogh once said, ”As long as Autumn
lasts, | shall not have hands, canvas and colours enough
to paint the beautiful things | see” Enjoy this beautiful
season that is upon us!

legislative news, yet.We will let you know when things
start happening. Hopefully, you are enjoying your 1.56%
SD Retirement raise.

Association Member Benefits Advisors (AMBA)

SDRSP has partnered with AMBA to provide
supplemental insurance for our members. On the
website (sdrsp.org) there is a list of benefits and
descriptions of the available insurance.When one
retires two of the most popular insurances that are
no longer available are dental and vision. AMBA offers
those at a reasonable rate.There are many more
options. Check out the website and call the numbers
listed for more information.

AMBA has a history of serving retired public employees
and educators. Now AMBA offers benefits to those
who are still active in the workforce and to supporters
of education.They provide supplemental benefits to
almost every state in the nation. South Dakota is one
of the newest states to have AMBA benefits through
SDRSP membership.

Part of the partnership with AMBA includes an annual
$2500 donation to SDRSP to help with ongoing
expenses and activities.

August Leadership Meetings

Eastern SD Leadership meeting will be in Watertown
on Thursday, August 20th, at 1:00 pm. It will be held at
Perkins at 600 9th Ave SE.

Western SD Leadership meeting will be held in Rapid
City on Monday, August 24, at 1:00 pm. It will be held

at the AARP office located in the Uptown Rapid Mall at
2200 N. Maple Avenue.

Everyone is invited to join the meetings, especially
officers of local units.



Candids from the Convention

Information taken from the Annual SDRTA meeting in May of 1986.
These were the state committees for SDRTA in I9)é6:

* Audit * Nominating * Informative & * Assistant Editors
* Budget * Public Affairs Protective * Historian

» Standing Rules * Community Services * Memorial

* Legislative Participation * Pre-Retirement * Parliamentarian
* Membership * Newsletter

Years Ago
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
CHECK MEMBERSHIP ADDRESSES!
It is important for all unit officers to check with each member for their correct address.
Not having correct addresses costs the organization a great deal of money.
Send all address changes, as well as names and dates of deaths, to
Jacque Sly, 22560 Potter Rd, Rapid City SD 57702
Email: jacsly48@gmail.com Phone: 605-381-9116
_______________________ -
I wank Co Join Souﬂv Dabota, Relired, Sc%oog Donsonnel) |

Name

Address

City. State Zip

Phone Email

Mail the above information and $15 (annual state dues) to:
SDRSP Treasurer, Myron Fuerst

504 E Alder Lane

Sioux Falls, SD 57105




