Unit Presidents, Addresses, Phone Numbers, Email Addresses
Aberdeen Area
Dr. Terry Richardson
1540 South Lloyd
Aberdeen, SD 57401
605-225-9042
richardt@abe.midco.net
Bennett County
Shirlee Rice
29122 231st Ave
Tuthill, SD 57574
605-685-6123
riceas@gwtc.net
Black Hills (Rapid City
Area)
Diana Glover
4781 Sturgis Rd
Rapid City, SD 57702
605-787-4631
rdglover@rapidnet.com
Brookings
David C. Peterson
2026 Kansas Dr
Brookings, SD 57006
605-692-7757
petersdave@brookings.
net
Huron Area
Keitha Neuharth
21714 392nd Ave
Alpena, SD 57312
605-849-3440
kneuharth@santel.net

Kimball Area
Elsie Petula
Box 279
Kimball, SD 57355
605-778-6511
Lake Region
(Britton)
Lillian Dwight
1800 3rd Ave SE
Aberdeen, SD 57401
605-493-6494
Lemmon
Hilma Randen
Box 132
Lemmon, SD 57638
605-374-5437
Madison
Betty Beyer
46002 233rd St
Wentworth, SD
57075
605-483-3255
bjb61@itctel.com
Milbank Area
Jane Popowski
47747 150th St
Milbank, SD 57252
605-432-5475
poppers@itcmilbank.
com

Mitchell Area
Norma Bietz
2202 E lst St.
Mitchell, SD 57301
605-996-5792
hnbietz@earthlink.net

Philip Area
Marcia West
Box 430
Philip, SD 57567
605-859-2213
cmmmwest@gwtc.net

North Central
(Faulkton)
Evelyn I. Cooper
Box 281
Faulkton, SD 57438
605-598-6563

Pierre Area
Peg Logan
912 E Erskine
Pierre, SD 57501
605-224-7274
yknot14@pie.midco.net

Northern Hills
Helen Auer
5 Horseshoe Ln
Spearfish, SD 57783
605-642-3423
helenauer@hotmail.
com

Margaret Ellefson
413 W Capitol
Pierre, SD 57501
605-224-6020
margknute@pie.midco.net

Margaret Sullivan
811 University Ave
Spearfish, SD 57783
605-722-2592

Redfield Area
Mary Tubandt
418 East lst St
Redfield, SD 57469
605-472-1488
metubandt@hotmail.com

Oahe (Mobridge)
Lyle Kemnitz
1011 1st Ave W
Mobridge, SD 57601
605-845-3839
lkemnitz@westriv.com

Sioux Falls
Pat Baxter
204 E Lotta St
Sioux Falls, SD 57105
605-334-7305
patbax1@yahoo.com

South Dakota Retired Teachers Association

Southeast Area
(Vermillion)
Pat Dusseau
619 Vonnie St
Vermillion, SD 57069
605-624-2184
pdusseau@vyn.midco.
net
Watertown
Annette Belkonen
611 ½ 3rd St, NE
Watertown, SD 57201
605-882-8756
Email contact:
sdpjohnson@mac.com
Winner Area
Rose Rush
909 Roosevelt Ave
Winner, SD 57580
605-842-2241
rmrush@gwtc.net
Yankton Area
Marilyn Kratz
2007 Ross St
Yankton, SD 57078
605-664-5864
mkratz@iw.net

Check Membership Addresses!

It is important for all unit officers to check with each member for their correct address. Each time a newsletter is returned to
the editor, it costs the organization a great deal of money. Send all address changes, as well as names and dates of deaths,
to Bill and Cathy Zubke, 417 Broadway, Watertown, SD 57201. Phone: 605-886-8637
Email address: calz45@hotmail.com
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“It’s time! CONVENTION TIME!”
Music Will Weave Themes of Convention

“Weaving” patriotism, history, grandparenting
and farewells into 24 hours may be a stretch
for most people. But not for musicians Hank and
Marianne Fridell and state president Charollene
Coates!
The 2008 convention of South Dakota Retired
Teachers Association will convene Wednesday,
April 30 at the Ramkota Convention Center in
Pierre. President Charollene Coates of Rapid City
has invited the Fridells to create music and tie
together the presentations of the convention. How
it all unfolds will be seen!
Hank and
Marianne
Fridell are
from Custer,
South Dakota,
and along
with being
educators,
they are active
songwriters
and
photographers. For the past 9 years they have
brought elementary children, songwriters and
elders together to honor the richness of community
in a project called Elders’ Wisdom, Children’s
Song. Hank is an elementary principal, and
Marianne is a parent educator with migrant
families.

Convention Registration Form
page 19

Lily Liu, American Association
of Retired Persons Brand
Communications Manager
(AARP historian) from
Washington D.C., will bring
the main address on Wednesday
afternoon. She has been a speech
writer for the Executive Director/
CEO and the Board of Directors, during which time
she was the lead speech writer for AARP’s first
African-American president, Dr. Margaret Dixon,
a retired educator. Liu is the daughter of two
educators originally from China. Her presentation
will highlight the life story of the founder of AARP
and National Retired Teachers Association, Dr.
Ethel Percy Andrus, and the roots of their shared
history.
“Retirement Treasures” is the theme of the
afternoon breakout sessions when presenters from
across the state will share their hobbies, new-found
jobs and community involvement. “Inspired”
will surely be part of the theme as Marilyn Kratz,
Vonnie Shields, Joe Haffield and others tell how
they spend part of their retirement time.

continued on page 2

A Special Invitation...
ALL members of South Dakota Retired Teachers
are invited to attend the state convention in
Pierre, April 30 – May 1.
Perhaps there are no local meetings near your
home. Here is an opportunity to learn more
about your association.
Use the registration form on page 19.

One from the past,
Florence Krieger, will
be portrayed by LaRee
Mayes of Rapid City
at the evening banquet.
LaRee is involved in
community theater
productions and served
as president of Black
LaRee Mayes
Hills Retired Teachers
and her church women’s group. She has traveled
several times to Central America on mission trips.
When she retired, she was teaching Spanish at
Central High School.

Bill Zubke, membership
co-chair from Watertown,
will add humor to the
evening with his banquet
address. Bill graduated from
Moorhead State College in
Minnesota, and although he
fought becoming a teacher, he
Bill Zubke
did so. (His real dream was to be a musical actor
on Broadway.) Once he student taught, he loved
teaching and says that it had nothing to do with
June, July and August, but everything to do with
the kids. He has been married to Cathy, also an
educator, for over 30 years.

The prestigious Florence
Krieger Award will be presented
following LaRee’s portrayal. It
is given to honor someone who
has given outstanding service to
SDRTA. Miss Krieger had served
as SDRTA president from
1966 – 1970. As a lobbyist in
Florence Krieger
Pierre, she worked for improved
benefits for pre-1975 retirees. She was the first
woman to serve on the City Council of Rapid City.
She died in 1990.

Bring dancing shoes for Wednesday evening when
the Over Forte’ Big Band will provide music for
listening and dancing pleasure. Bring walking
shoes for Thursday morning’s walk or run. Bring
happy, perky ears for hearing reports from AARP
and the South Dakota Retirement System. Bring
compassion for listening to the state winner read
his/her essay of “Why My Grandparent Should
Be Grandparent of the Year” at the Thursday noon
luncheon. Bring an “aye” or “nay” for voting on
new officers and a by-law change. Bring spouses
and friends, and bring a spirit of enthusiasm to be
woven into the lives of your fellow-SD Retired
Educators.

South Dakota Retired Teachers Association Officers
2006 – 2008
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President
Dr. Charollene Coates,
6662 Wellington Dr.
Rapid City, SD 57702
605-348-1958
charollene@rap.midco.net

Vice President
Patricia Johnson
1226 E Kemp Ave.
Watertown, SD 57201
605-886-8756
sdpjohnson@mac.com

Membership
Bill and Cathy Zubke
417 Broadway
Watertown, SD 57201
605-886-8637
calz45@hotmail.com

Past President
Shirley Eisnach
1907 Brighton Court
Pierre, SD 57501
605-224-2228
deisnach@pie.midco.net

Treasurer
Art Shaver
908 E 61st St.
Sioux Falls, SD 57108
605-338-3358
ashaver2@sio.midco.net

Community/Health Service
Marrietta Catlin
321 N Taylor
Pierre, SD 57501
605-224-7815
mcatlin@pie.midco.net

President Elect
W. Allen Price
3305 Manor Cr.
Sioux Falls, SD 57103
605-335-5575
apricew@sio.midco.net

Secretary
Donna Fischer
308 E 21st St.
Yankton, SD 57078
605-665-9252
ddfisch@vyn.midco.net

Publicity/Newsletter
Diana Glover
4781 Sturgis Rd
Rapid City, SD 57702
605-787-4631
rdglover@rapidnet.com

Legislation
Wyland Borth
110 W Prospect #E
Pierre, SD 57501
605-224-5194
WyAuBo@aol.com

“Still Looking . . . for Travel Planners”

One or two people interested in organizing bus trips for members of
SDRTA are needed. The bus trips to Canada, Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin
and the Black Hills in the past 3 - 4 years were enjoyed by many members
and friends of SDRTA.
Who is ready to step up and take Pat and Annette’s place? Contact
Charollene Coates, 605-348-1958, or Al Price, 605-335-5575.

*************************************************************************************
Membership is “every-member’s business”. Please pass along this enrollment form to colleagues who are
retired or “about-to-be-retired”. Remember all school personnel are invited to join and enjoy the benefits of
the South Dakota Retired Teachers Association.
*********************************************************************************************
cut and mail to Art Shaver

Yes, I want to join the South Dakota Retired Teachers Association
Name ______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
City ________________________ State________ Zip ______
Phone ________________ Email ________________________
Send this form and $15 (annual state dues) to:
Art Shaver
908 E 61st St.
Sioux Falls, SD 57108

cut and mail to Art Shaver

SDRTA CONVENTION PROGRAM REGISTRATION FORM
April 30 & May 1, 2008 RAMKOTA RIVER CENTER, PIERRE, SD
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED by April 22, 2008
NAME_______________________________________________UNIT_________________________
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________________
PHONE_______________________________E-MAIL______________________________________
Name of spouse attending convention______________________________________________________
Convention fees: 				
April 30 Convention and banquet evening meal Cost $20
May 1st Convention includes meal luncheon
Cost $10
					

Number Attending Amount Enclosed
______________
$_____________
______________
$_____________
Total amount enclosed $_____________

Due April 22, 2008
Make check payable to: SDRTA Treasurer
Send registration form to:
Arthur Shaver, 908 E 61st St., Sioux Falls, SD 57108
SDRTA Block of Rooms reserved at Ramkota (224-6877)
and Kelly Inn (224-4140) until March 29, 2008
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From President-Elect, Al Price
Greetings, SDRTA Members,
Board appointments! Bylaws!
Convention! Budget Committee!
NRTA Convention! Newsletter
– These are just a few of the items with
which an incoming president deals.
Fortunately, I have very good advisors
in President Charollene Coates, Past
President Shirley Eisnach, Treasurer
Art Shaver and Community/Health Education Chairperson
Marrietta Catlin.
On the slate of officers to be elected or re-elected for 2008
– 2010 are Pat Johnson of Watertown, President-elect; Donna
Fischer of Yankton, Secretary; and Lyle Kemnitz of Mobridge,
Vice-President. Returning in appointed positions are Diana
Glover, Black Hills on Publicity/Newsletter and Cathy and
Bill Zubke, Watertown, Membership Co-chairs, as well as
Treasurer Art Shaver, Sioux Falls, and Community/Health
Education Chairperson Marrietta Catlin, Pierre.
As of this writing we are still looking for a Legislation
Chairperson. I want to give a hearty “Thank you” to Wyland
Borth for all of the years he has spent in that position. Pending
the vote at the state convention, we may have a new position
on the Board, that of Executive Director.
Some of my goals for the coming years include:
1.) Continue Charollene’s work of increasing membership at
both the local and state levels.
2.) Increasing attendance at the state convention. I will seek
input from all levels so this goal can be accomplished. So,
if you have any thoughts on the matter, please share them
with me or anyone on the Executive Board.
3.) Trying again to get people to come to the convention by
bus. I know we like our freedom in South Dakota, but with
gas prices continuing to rise, maybe more will consider
the bus next year. Charollene gave me information on a
NRTA grant that may help with this.
4.) Attending at least one meeting of each Unit in the state.
5.) Working on starting new units in any areas where an
interest is being shown or getting retired teachers in
contact with an already active unit.
6.) Promote the mid-summer board meeting and early
fall Leadership Meetings.
I’m sure many other goals will present themselves as time
goes on. I look forward to meeting each of you. If you have
an idea, email me or give me a call. My address and phone
number are listed on page 2 of this newsletter.
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From the President’s Desk

Looking Forward...

It’s time! CONVENTION TIME!
It’s time to reserve rooms at the
Ramkota (224-6877) or Kelly Inn
(224-4140).
It’s time to send in Convention
Registration.
It’s time to dig out some
50’s attire or get out your red
lobby day vest and be ready to
celebrate AARP’s 50th Birthday.
It’s time to encourage members
to attend SDRTA’s Annual
Convention.

July 16, 2008 - Summer Board Meeting, Pierre Rankota
Dates and Locations to be announced - Leadership Workshops
April 27, 2009 - Board Meeting, Pierre Ramkota
April 28-29, 2009 - State Convention, Pierre Ramkota

2nd Annual Traveling Trophy
by W. Allen Price

We will again present the Traveling Trophy for the Unit
that has the most members combined with the number of
miles traveled. Black Hills RTA won the trophy the first
year with 15 members and 5400 miles traveled. So, Unit
Presidents, you can use this as another incentive to get
members to attend the convention! Talk it up!!!

Please Help Us with Missing Addresses
The following members had their fall newsletters returned to
Editor Diana Glover because of insufficient address, unable to
forward or not deliverable. If you know these members and
their current address, please send the information to:
Cathy and Bill Zubke
417 Broadway
Watertown, SD 57201
or
Email, czbz@wat.midco.net or calz45@hotmail.com
Aberdeen - Rose Bertsch, Vera Lilly and Clarence Carson
Milbank - Patricia McCreary
Mitchell - Dean Minder
Sioux Falls – Evelyn Peterson
Yankton – Adeline Merkwan
Doris Jibbon – Lennox
Dorothy Ashley - Gillette, WY
Vila Burroughs - Bloomington, MN
Thank you ~

President Charollene Coates

Several of you, SDRTA members, are located in areas that do
not have a Unit. I urge you to attend the convention. This is
a wonderful time to connect with retirees from all across the
state and learn more about our association.
The program is looking very exciting. Can you believe that
the Over Forte’ Big Band will join us this year? Wow! They
are special!! There are 16 breakout presentations. Presenters
represent several of the Units across the state and are sharing
timely and interesting topics. Everyone in attendance will
be able to attend 8 of the presentations. From the convention
beginning to end, multi-talented Hank & Marianne Fridell,
will serve as our theme weavers. AARP’s 50th celebration
will feature Lily Liu as keynote speaker, the awarding of
the $10,000 Legacy Award and birthday cake for all. At the
Awards Banquet, Florence Krieger will be sharing her life
story and presenting her prestigious award. Several other
special awards will be presented. Outstanding keynote
speaker, Bill Zubke, is prepared to add a little levity to
our banquet program. Following the banquet, the highly
recognized, Over Forte’ Big Band will play for our listening
and dancing pleasure.
On Thursday morning, we will have our annual memorial
service and business meeting. This will be followed by
messages from 1) our great supporters SD-AARP and SDRS,
2) the 2008 Grandparent Essay winner and 3) SDRTA’s
incoming president.
sdrta.net
It is encouraging to note that people are relying more and
more on our website for calendar dates, downloading forms
and reading Reminiscent Teacher Essays and Grandparent
Essays. Do encourage new members to go to the website
to review such things as SDRTA ByLaws, list of Past
Presidents, current Board of Directors and Unit Officers.
Encourage 2008 Reminiscent Teacher Essay writers to email
me their essays in Word document or PDF file so I can
quickly add them to the website.
2006-2008 Board of Directors
The 2006-2008 Board of Directors will end their term of
office on May 31st. (Fortunately most of them have agreed

to serve another term.) As they began their 2006-2008 term,
the ByLaws had just been changed to cut the Board from
17 members to 10 members. This did not dampen their
spirits. They began by working together to dream the same
dreams and moved on to pulling together. With much help
and support from the RTA Units, SD-AARP and NRTA, the
dreams became reality.
Membership, convention and financial numbers were
increased. A website was established, bus tours continued
to be popular and pending a positive ByLaw vote on May 1,
SDRTA will have an Executive Director on June 1.
Other perks during our tenure: a new Unit was formed in
Philip, SDRTA was invited to have representation on the SDAARP Executive Board, Jim Hansen was elected to a second
term on NRTA’s Pension Roundtable and come July, we’ll be
seeing an increase in our pension checks.
On-going Challenges
Increasing membership
Establishing new units
Increased attendance at the convention
Thanks
As I reflect on my two years as SDRTA president, I am truly
grateful to the many hardworking and supportive Board
Members, Unit Leaders and SDRTA Members that have
made my job easier and more joyful. Also, the support of
SD-AARP, NRTA and SDRS has been incredible! Their
support and encouragement has resulted in achieving even
more than we dreamed.
It’s Beckoning
As I near the end of my term as president, the book
GENTLE, GENTLE THURSDAY by Gene Shepherd and
Bill Martin, Jr. is beckoning. The authors describe Gentle
Thursday as “any time that is mine.” It’s a day to pull myself
back together again, a day of my own to stretch in the sun, to
spend some time with a friend, to walk by myself, to talk to
myself and to relish the feeling that my world is mine. It’s
my gentle time-to-dream-time. While I have been honored
to serve as SDRTA President, I am looking forward to June
1: my Gentle, Gentle Thursday.
Looking Forward to 2008-2010
I’m sure that Al Price, the incoming SDRTA President, has
some exciting new directions in mind and with his quality
and experienced Board of Directors, I know we can expect
great progress. As Past President (2008-2010) I look forward
to playing a part in that progress. As SDRTA members, I
hope each of you will play a part in that progress as well.
Let’s each make our incoming SDRTA President a pledge to
recruit one new member during his term of office. Not such
a tough assignment, right? But what a difference that can
make for SDRTA.
Al, here’s my pledge to recruit at least one new SDRTA
member for 2008-2009.
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Happy 50th Anniversay to AARP!
Help AARP Celebrate 50 years!
by Shirley Eisnach

Please make plans to help celebrate the 50th birthday of
AARP by attending one or both of the BIG events in South
Dakota this summer.
July 1, 2008: Crazy Horse Memorial, Custer, from 10:00
A.M. to midnight.
Hoop dancers perform at 1:30 and 3:00, with anniversary
cake served during that time. Entrance will be 3 cans of food
per person for the KOTA Care and Share food drive or $10
per person or $27 per carload.
August 30, 2008: Freedom Stage, State Fair, Huron from
10:00 A.M. to 12:00 noon. “We Found Sound” will perform
at 10:30-11:30. There will be AARP speakers, refreshments,
and giveaways.
Earlier plans were to have the July 1 event at Mt. Rushmore,
but no entertainment will be allowed during the week of July
4; so there had to be a change in plans.
The $10,000 Andrus Legacy Award will be given to a SD
school at the SDRTA convention on April 30. A birthday
celebration will be held that same afternoon.
On May 9, there will be a “Sock Hop” at the Center for
Active Generations in Sioux Falls from 4:00-6:00. Please
wear 50’s garb and enjoy 50’s music.
Anniversary cake has been served at the Regional Action
Team meetings and at the three Lobby Days in Pierre.
Several units have already celebrated in some special
way. The committee is asking for other units to join in the
celebrating and to help with parade entries in their areas
during the summer and fall. The committee plans to furnish
banners to attach to vehicles.
Further information will be distributed to units via e-mail.
Committee members are Leni Healy, Doris Ann Werlinger,
Don Kennedy, Don VanCleave, and Shirley Eisnach.

Happy 50th Anniversary!
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AARP South Dakota:
Who We Are, and What We Do
by Cathy McLeer

AARP began with a dedication to making life better for
people as they age, and today we continue to champion
these principles. AARP does this by leading positive social
change and delivering value to members through information,
advocacy and service. While comprised of different legal
entities, such as the AARP Foundation, AARP Services,
Inc., and AARP Financial, Inc, the NRTA- AARP’s Educator
Community and the AARP global Network, AARP speaks
with one voice-all united by a common motto: “To serve, not
to be served.”
AARP has grown to more than 39 million members and has
offices in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico
and the U.S. Virgin Islands. In South Dakota, AARP now
serves nearly 103,000 members, including SDRTA members.
The state office is located in Sioux Falls, at 5101 S. Nevada
Avenue, just off of I-229 and Louise Avenue. Any of the five
state office staff members can be reached by calling toll-free
1-866-542-8172. AARP also has an Information Center in
the Rapid City Rushmore Mall. The Rapid City Information
Center is one of 20 across the nation, offering AARP members
and the general public an opportunity to explore AARP’s vast
array of programs, issues and volunteer opportunities. For
information about hours, volunteer opportunities and activities
at the Information Center, call 605-394-7798.
A six member volunteer executive council, lead by State
President, Pat Gross of Vermillion, helps steer AARP South
Dakota’s advocacy and social impact efforts. In 2008, AARP
South Dakota’s activities are geared toward the key elements
of the Divided We Fail –AARP’s nation wide effort calling for
bipartisan action answers and accountability on health care
and lifetime financial security. To achieve those goals, AARP
South Dakota will hold events across the state, empowering
individuals to secure their own financial futures through
educational seminars and lunch-hour workshops, facilitating
forums with community leaders and candidates for state office
to discuss the challenges and opportunities to reform health
care, and collecting pledges and stories to send a message to
our nation’s leaders that it’s time to end the gridlock and start
finding solutions.
AARP welcomes, and encourages SDRTA members to join us in
2008 to learn, serve and celebrate. Together, SDRTA and AARP
have the collective energy, commitment and power to make life
better for everyone, and together we can help them do what no one
person can do alone.

Book Recommendations
from President Coates

•Chicken Soup for the Volunteer’s Soul: Stories to Celebrate
the Spirit of Courage, Caring and Community
by Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen, Arline Oberst and
John Boal
•Giving – How Each of Us Can Change The World
by Bill Clinton

It’s great to know our website is being used!
www.sdrta.net
* Forms available
* By-laws
* Unit information
* Reminiscent Essays
. . . and much more!

Another Bus Trip...Yay!
Sneak Preview: Laura Ingalls
Wilder Musical in Minneapolis
by Annette Belkonen

The Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis is
producing a musical based on the stories of Laura Ingalls
Wilder. It will be the first play of the third season at their
new theater near the Mississippi River. We are not returning
to the travel business, but we do feel South Dakota educators
should support this effort. Therefore, we plan to organize
a bus trip to Minneapolis in late September, 2008. We will
likely stay two nights, since we can always find plenty of
activities to enjoy in the Twin Cities.
We do need to know if we have enough interest for this
project. If you think you might want to join us for this trip,
please notify Pat Johnson by e-mail at sdpjohnson@mac.
com or call Pat at 605-886-8756 or you can call Annette
Belkonen at 605-882-5937.
As soon as we get the plans together for this special trip,
we will notify those who have expressed interest as well as
the SDRTA unit presidents. We will also have information
available at the SDRTA convention in Pierre April 30 and
May 1. We hope you can join us for this adventure!

Happy Anniversary, AARP!
Overheard 50 years ago...
“I’ll tell you one thing; if things keep going the way they
are, it’s going to be impossible to buy a week’s worth of
groceries for $20.”
“Did you hear that the post office is thinking about charging
a dime just to mail a letter?”

In Memory of Mary Geffre Johnson
~A dedicated SDRTA member
~A classy lady
by Marrietta Catlin and Charollene Coates

“If they raise the minimum wage to $1, nobody will be able
to hire outside help in the stores.”
“It costs nearly $15 a night to stay in a motel these days.”
“A quarter a pack for cigarettes! Why, that is outrageous!”

In Recognition of Pam Mettler
~A High Tea Hostess Extraordinaire ~
by Charollene Coates
In Recognition of Catherine Dimock
~ A High Tea Caterer Extraordinaire ~
by Charollene Coates

“Those duck tail hair cuts are something else. I suppose it
won’t be long before boys will be wearing their hair as long
as the girls.”

In Memory of Margaret Cassell
from Pierre Area Retired Teachers
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Edis Anderson was nominated for the Reminiscent Teacher
Award this year. Brenda Martens was nominated for the
Florence Krieger Award.

January is a month many of us find a few minutes to read a book.
Several members gave a short synopsis of their favorite book,
making us want to read them.

Bob Wood reported on the status of the raise coming from the
SD Retirement System. Look for an increase in July.

The Grandparents Essay winners read their pieces at the
February meeting. We had thirty-six entries. The first place
winner was Rachel Tate, second place Thomas Kubal and third
went to Dusti Littau. It was so refreshing to read and hear
how each student felt about their grandparent. Deb Borner,
gave a presentation on her new position in the Winner Public
School as a Reading Recovery Specialist. Winner is serving
as a training site, and Borner is the regional trainer.

At our March meeting, we will have a Power Point presentation
by Dr. Dean Spader about the possible environmental problems
with a refinery in Elk Point.

Watertown Area

by Annette Belkonen
Watertown Area Retired Teachers Association members are
enjoying their meetings at a new location, the Watertown Elks
Lodge. Several area schools participated in the grandparent
essay contest this year. We also sponsor a student to attend
Girls’ State.
At the December meeting a young man from Iraq, Ali AlJanaby, spoke of his experiences after meeting area servicemen
in Iraq. Ali is currently attending Lake Area Technical Institute
and working at a local business. His mother and a younger
brother have joined him in Watertown.

The March program will be called “Community Concerns”.
The Thrift Store is very active in our community, and the
speaker will give us details of how it works and how the
finances are used to help the community. The middle school
choir will entertain us.
The plans for April are “Outdoor Activities” and election of
officers. In May we will have convention reports followed by
“Show and Tell”.

Grandparent Essay winners: Rachel Tate, Thomas Kubal, & Dusti Littau.

Yankton Area
Winner Area

by Dorothy Piper
Since the November newsletter,
the Winner Area Retired Teachers
have been having a good time at
our meetings with enjoyable and
informative programs. In November
the Oral Interpretation winners
from the high school presented their
entertaining pieces. The “Friendship
Basket” money-raiser to be used for
the on-going project of repairs for the
schoolhouse at the Historical Site was
a success. Plans are to do this project
Frances Nelson, a 95 year
again in the spring.
young charter member,
gave us a very interesting
review of the book
Hunting Warbirds

December found us enjoying beautiful
Christmas music by the high school
chorus. This was followed by a Christmas party with a small
gift exchange. Four members of our unit participated in the
middle school quiz bowl. This was an effort made by the school
to involve different groups of the community. It was well
received with many parents and organizations participating
with questions and answers of different subjects.
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President Serves on NRTA Judging Panel

by Marilyn Kratz
The Yankton Area Retired Teachers group met for coffee,
rolls, and visiting, instead of regular meetings during the
months of December, January and February because many of
our members go south for the winter. These informal sessions
were held at the public library meeting room. Vice President
Don Campbell made arrangements.
In December, Dores Allan, YARTA Community Service
Representative, arranged for members of our group to help the
local AARP chapter fill bags with Christmas treats for those in
our town who get Meals on Wheels.
We’re back into the swing of regular meetings with our March
6 luncheon meeting at Hillcrest Country Club. Our speaker
will be Rob Wylie, Executive Director Administrator of the
SD Retirement System. In April, we’ll hear from Angie
O’Connor, a fitness instructor, and in May the high school
music department will entertain us.

AARP South Dakota Calendar of Events

Charollene Coates, SDRTA President, was one of 18 retired
educators, invited by National Retired Teachers Association
(NRTA), to serve on the preliminary judging panel for the
AARP Foundation Women’s Scholarship Program. The panel
met at the AARP office in Washington, DC on December 12th
and 13th.

April 8April 15April 16April 17-

The AARP Foundation Women’s Scholarship Program was
established to help women 40+ overcome financial and
employment barriers by supporting education and training
opportunities. The call for entries was open from August 31
to October 31, 2007. Eligible candidates had to:
•Be a female 40 years of age or older
•Be able to demonstrate financial need
•Submit a proposal for enrollment in an accredited postsecondary school or training program within 6 months
of the scholarship award date.

April 24-

Priority was give to women who are:
•Entering the workforce after an extended absence (5 or
more years)
•Underemployed
•Grandmothers or women raising another family
member’s child or children

In February Prudy Calvin told some of the early history of
Watertown schools. Mayor Paul Fox will visit with us in
March about Watertown’s future plans.
Later this spring we have scheduled area residents to tell of
their experiences in New Guinea and in Singapore. We will
conclude our year in June with a field trip to the new museum
at Lake Poinsett State Park.

Thanks, AARP, for Your Support!

Over 9000 applications were received. Seven thousand
were removed due to incomplete information or not meeting
eligibility requirement. The slightly under 2000 remaining
“qualified applications” were further screened and pared down
to reflect the priority categories. Ultimately there were just
under 1000 entries to be screened by the preliminary judging
panel. Their charge was to select the top 300 applications.
A 10- member staff team reviewed the preliminary judging
panel’s work, checking for consistency and accuracy. Then
a final judging team met during the week of December 17 to
select the final 100 award winners. Awards were announced
in mid-January. These awards ranged from $500 to $5000.
The funds were made payable only to authorized educational
institutions (for tuition and books). Awards were for a period
of one year or less. Recipients may reapply for another year
if they continue to meet program eligibility.

April 23-

April 30& May 1

SERAT Quarterly Meeting - State Office
WRAT Quarterly Meeting - Rapid City
NERAT Quarterly Meeting - Aberdeen
Brown Bag lunch, Mobridge Pizza Ranch,
Making the Most of Your Retirement Income
Brown Bag lunch, Hot Springs Civic Center,
Making the Most of Your Retirement Income
Brown Bag lunch, Spearfish Holiday Inn,
Making the Most of Your Retirement Income
SDRTA Convention - Pierre

May 8-

Day of Service

May 9-

Sock Hop at the Center for Active
Generations, Jon Michaels Productions
providing music & video from the 50s era
Financial Management/Workforce Issues
Sioux Falls Convention Center
Financial Management Seminar
Rapid City Convention Center

May 10June 30July 1-

50th Anniversary Celebration at Crazy
Horse Mountain

July 16-

Brown Bag lunch, Mitchell Holiday Inn,
Identity Theft
Brown Bag lunch, Milbank, The Unintended
Consequences of Your Estate Plan
Financial Management Seminar
Huron Crossroads
50th Anniversary event at State Fair
Freedom Stage
AARP All Staff Week in Washington DC

July 17August 29August 30Sept 2-5-

Lobby Day Highlights
Senator Royal
McCracken, Rapid City,
was honored by AARP
SD for his support of
2007 legislation regarding
elder abuse. Sam Wilson
presented the award at
Lobby Day in Pierre,
January 28, 2008.

Pat Gross, AARPSD President,
presented a cake
to Governor Mike
Rounds during
Lobby Days.

5

NRTA’S 2008 Advocacy Conference

Health Tip for 2008

It was a pleasure to attend the NRTA’s Advocacy
Conference held February 24-27 at the Jurys Hotel in
Washington, DC. The Advocacy Conference is designed
for state Retired Educator Association (REA) leaders.
Invitations were extended to REA Legislative Chairs,
Executive Directors, NRTA Guidance Group members
and Pension Round Table members.

As a member of Pierre’s Over Forte’ Big Band for
seventeen years, I have watched people, young and
old, “dance the night away.” Not being a dancer, I have
asked myself if dancing really is the secret to vibrancy in
later years. I am told that dancing is not only good for
strengthening your body and challenging the mind, but it
is also a lot of fun.

An excellent advocacy program was developed by the
NRTA staff. Annette Norsman, who is the Director of
NRTA:AARP’s Educator Community, welcomed the
conference participants and set the stage for the next
two days. The theme of the Advocacy Conference was
“Divided We Fail.” This annual conference is a valuable
opportunity to share ideas and receive timely updates
on key national issues and perspectives including the
“Divided We Fail” initiative.

According to a 2003 study published in the New England
Journal of Medicine, dancing has many other powerful
bonuses besides the ones I have already mentioned.
Dancing can also delay the onset of dementia for those
at risk and boost the immune system.

by Wyland Borth, Legislative Chair

Dallas Salisbury, President and CEO of the Employee
Benefit Research Institute in Washington, DC, opened
the conference. The topic was “The Big Picture--Today’s
Economy”. This was followed by Hank Kim and Paul
Zorn looking at what’s influencing pension plans. Hank
Kim is the Executive Director and Counsel for the
National Conference on Public Employee Retirement
Systems. Mr. Kim directs the day-to-day operation of
the largest public pension trade association in the United
States. Paul Zorn is Director of Governmental Research
at Gabriel, Roeder, Smith and Company.
An excellent unbiased perspective on the 2008 national
election was presented by David Sloane, Sr. Managing
Director, Government Relations and Advocacy for
AARP. Another important aspect of the conference
was time to visit with our congressional delegation on
Tuesday afternoon. I met with Senator Thune and his
staff assistant Meredith Brown. Representative Stephanie
Herseth Sandlin and Senator Johnson were occupied so
I met with their legislative assistants. Ashley Martin is
from the Rep. Herseth Sandlin office. Erin M. Barry and
Julie Klein are from Senator Johnson’s office. A variety
of subjects were touched on such as the Stimulus Bill,
the rising costs of Health Insurance, Retirement Systems,
and what is being considered to fix Social Security.
These concerns were discussed and copies were left
with each of the congressional delegates for their written
response.
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by Marrietta Catlin, Community/Health Service Chair

In asking some friends who are dancers, I found out that
dancing can lighten the heart, develop new friendships,
help deal with grief and health issues and bring a real
sense of joy to your life.
Another benefit I see as I watch the dancers when I play
my saxophone with Over Forte’ Big Band, is the beautiful
and graceful movements of the dancers. Dancing is truly
an art form with its choreography and putting steps to
music.
I am told one is never too old to learn to dance and learn
new skills. So, are you interested in learning some
new moves? This just might be the perfect time to get
started. Don’t worry about getting started or feeling selfconscious, for dancers tell me, “If you can walk, you can
walk to music.”
Well, how about it? Are you ready to energize your body
and “dance the night away?” John Hatch and Mona
Sharp just may have some good suggestions for you
at the SDRTA convention April 30th at the Benefits of
Dance breakout sessions.
As for me, I am still thinking about the possibility of
learning some new moves and skills. I am one of the
oldest members of Over Forte’ Big Band and may have
to put my alto saxophone in the case for good one of
these days. That might be a good time to learn some
dance moves and let me dance through the rest of my
life. Yes, it definitely is something to think about!

The GEMS Project with the SD Discovery Center is an
important project to our group. The staff at the Discovery
Center uses educational kits with students. These kits need to
be refilled after each use. Since their staff time and finances do
not allow for this, we are providing a much-needed service.
For us, the National Day of Service will be on Saturday, May 10.
On this day we help sort and organize food that is brought to the
Post Office so that it is ready for the shelves at the Pierre Pantry.
We look forward to the Grandparent essays and to the State
Convention on April 30 and May 1. There are two of us
(Marrietta Catlin and I) who are in the Over Forte Orchestra;
we are excited to be playing on April 30th! See you in
Pierre!

Our January program was presented by Dr. Nancy WiseVander Lee of Sioux Falls Psychological Services, on “What
Do Dreams Mean?” David Kranz, noted Argus Leader
columnist, spoke at our February meeting on what’s going on
in local and state political circles.
Personnel from AARP, the Center for Active Generations, and
Sioux Falls Area Retired Teachers were present for Lobby
Days at the State Capitol.
Our members spend hundred of hours volunteering every
month in our local schools and for community projects.

Southeast Area (Vermillion)
by Pat Dusseau

Redfield Area

by Mary Tubandt
Redfield Area Retired Teachers has not had meetings during
the winter months. Our next meeting will be in April. Several
of us attended Lobby Days in Pierre. We are represented on
the Northeast Regional AARP Committee. Mildred Ratigan
and Mary Tubandt have attended those meetings. Through
this committee, we are holding a “Help You With Your Income
Taxes Day”.
We are now preparing for our annual spelling contest which
will be held in April. Area schools that participate are Redfield,
Clark, Doland, Miller, Northwestern and Conde.

Sioux Falls Area
by Pat Baxter

The Sioux Falls Area Retired Teachers meet at the Royal Fork
Buffet Restaurant at 4610 W Empire Place in Sioux Falls,
located just south of the Empire Mall. Our meetings begin
at 11:00 a.m. on the fourth Tuesday of the month, with the
exception that in December our meeting is on the second
Tuesday. Visitors are always welcome.
In October our group enjoyed the “Happenings of Vietnam
Today”, presented by Chuck and Sherry Davis. They
presented a very interesting story as they had recently traveled
to Vietnam.
Are you prepared to evacuate quickly with your important
papers if a disaster strikes? Sandra Aamlid, SDSU County
Extension Educator-Family and Consumer Sciences, informed
us where to go to get replacement of important papers in South
Dakota.
A December snowstorm prohibited us from our annual project
of the Salvation Army bell ringing. However, we took up a
collection at the December meeting and were able to make a
sizable donation to those in need in our community.

The Southeast Area Retired Teachers enjoyed a program about
clowning at the November meeting. Pat Dusseau introduced
Jacquie Lonning who told us about choosing a face for her
clown performances and what the different type faces were.
She told how to find clown training and the different types
available. She made several animal shapes from long, narrow
balloons and these were given to the library for a children’s
program that afternoon. They are useful at the children’s
wards also. We each were given red noses so we could be
honorary clowns and everyone had fun.
On January 30th, a group of the Southeast Retired Teachers
Unit went to Pierre for the Legislative luncheon and met with
the local representatives. Members Richard and Marjean
Barta, Brenda Martens, Liz and Bob Wood, Carol and Ross
King, Pat Dusseau, and Joe Sippel were in attendance. District
17 Rep. Eldon E. Nygaard visited with the group during the
luncheon.
After years of having luncheon meetings, our Southeast Area
Retired Teachers Unit changed to morning meetings with rolls
and coffee. In February Linda Wymar gave a very interesting
and amusing presentation about her trip to Paraguay.
There were excellent photos of the buildings, crops, and
transportation. She showed the area visited and explained that
the climate was hot and humid with no heat or air conditioning.
A few pictures included her two grandchildren and some of the
things they enjoyed doing. Linda had spent 6 weeks visiting
her son, Paul, and his family.
A memorial book was purchased in memory of Mary Geffre
Johnson. It will be brought to the next meeting.
Donna Schafer will be getting applicants for the scholarship
for a high school student who will be entering the field of
education.
Winners of the Grandparent essay contest were announced.
Isaac Rosdail was the first place winner. Jenna Girard won
second place, and Hope Knedler was the third place winner.
There were several entries, and Mildred Herren and Eleanor
Offerdahl were the judges.
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noon and evening. We have 3 main objectives:
1.sponsoring the Grandparent Essay Contest
2.funding the GED Scholarship Program
3.hosting the Spring Spelling Contest

Dance the Night Away with Music from
Over Forte’ Big Band

Our president, Lyle Kemnitz, serves with the Regional Action
Group. Dr. DeLores Kluckman was our Reminiscent Teacher
of the Year.
Our September meeting was held at the Senior Citizen Center
with Virgil Lenling of the Mobridge Airport presenting a
program about current use and expansion plans for our local
airport.

Over Forte’ Big Band hopes retired teachers will come “Dance
the Night Away” at SDRTA’s April 30th post-banquet dance.
Tapping your toes is also welcome as you listen to “Moonlight
Serenade” or “In the Mood.” The band’s usual beginning
number is “You Make Me Feel So Young”, and the closing
number is “The Power of Love.”

The October meeting was an evening meal at the Grand
Oasis Restaurant where Doug Heil gave a very informative
presentation on insurance and financial reviews.
The new National Guard Armory was the site for our evening
meeting in November. This is a fantastic facility, which Sgt.
Dan Heil led us through and explained the various uses and
capability of our National Guard. Members were treated to
pizza and bars.

by Marrietta Catlin

Mike and Marcia West accepted the gift of slates, chalk, and erasers from
Diana Glover, representing the Black Hills Retired Teachers.

old teacher’s desk and chair. Flowers are planted each spring
and the flag (lighted) will fly day and night. We are proud of
our Old School House Park along Hiway 73 through Philip.
Please stop by and visit.

2008 kicked off with a noon meal at the Senior Citizen Center.
Members Don and Carolyn Paulson had taken the “Autumn in
Wisconsin” tour with SDRT. Carolyn presented a fascinating
travelogue through Door County, the cranberry industry,
world’s oldest rock formation, National Railroad Museum,
Sturgeon Bay, Cherry Orchard, Circus World Museum,
OshKosh Nativity sets, Thunder Valley and the Scandanavian
Farm Show. Don Paulson has also been nominated as our
Reminiscent Teacher of the Year, and Carolyn Paulson is our
nominee for the Outstanding Service Award.

Pierre Area

February found us back at the Senior Citizen Center for a
noon meal and a presentation by a retired teacher Greg Garon
of a trip he and his son took to Alaska to go bowhunting for
caribou. They actually GOT one.

Our chapter is excited to have five new members this year!
They add so much to our meetings.
The following are some of our programs for 2008:
•Dave Bonde - Sergeant at Arms for the House of
Representatives and President of the Ft. Pierre
Development Board.
•Holly Hoing - Hospice program in collaboration
with St. Mary’s Hospital.
•Tom Lee - Attorney and Bicyclist –“Getting Our
Affairs in Order”

The local winner of our Grandparent Essay contest is Lindy
Hoisington from Mobridge Beadle School. We are still very
proud that Kylie Dillman, our local winner from 2007, was
the state winner.
The Spring Spelling Contest will be held in April, and we are
looking for volunteers to help.

by Margaret Ellefson
Legislative session, Lobby Days, cold weather, travel, and
meetings – retirement tends to be continually busy! The
legislature was good to us, as Wyland Borth can and does
attest to all. Lobby Days were informative and awesome,
especially when the red vests were seen in the gallery! Cold
weather, travel, and meetings tend make us flexible with our
plans throughout the winter!

by Marcia West
RTA/AARP continues to add to our Old School House Park
across Hiway 73 from the Philip Elementary School. An old
well pump with handle, an outhouse from the Powell School
and hopefully the original Philip School Bell will be added
this spring to the site.
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Juell Johnson’s son Laurence (Larry) Johnson is the director
of Over Forte’. Larry is also the band instructor at Riggs High
School. Pierre retired teachers Marrietta Catlin and Margaret
Ellefson play in Over Forte’ as well as Larry’s wife Mary Jo
Johnson.
Over Forte’ consists of about twenty-one musicians who come
from a variety of backgrounds and ages, including teachers,
doctors, state workers, construction workers, bankers and
retired persons. Music played ranges from hot music made
popular by Glenn Miller, Artie Shaw and Benny Goodman to
more modern tunes. Band members have changed throughout
the years with only seven of the original members still playing,
but the love of music has not changed.
Over Forte’ has performed for several state inaugural balls,
wedding dances, school fundraisers, St. Mary’s Hospital’s
Benefit Ball, state bar convention in Sioux Falls, Fine Arts
Festival in Faulkton, a funeral celebration for a fellow-band
member, as well as several local gigs like the annual Jazz Fest
and Riggs High School Big Band Dance.

Philip Area

Pierre RTA gave us $200 which will add more trees and flowers
to the Park. Black Hills RTA gave 30 slates. They will be
used when the elementary classes visit the school. Log seats
will be added to the sod-roofed schoolhouse along with an

Over Forte’ Big Band
made its debut in 1991 to
perform for the Jazz Fest
held at Riggs High in
Pierre, South Dakota. The
Jazz Fest was founded in
1989 by Juell Johnson
who wanted to organize
a concert that featured
jazz music as a fundraiser
for the Short Grass Arts
Council. The rest is history
The Over Forte Big Band will provide
entertainment at the state convention.
as the Jazz Fest is now a
yearly event. The concert attracts a large audience each year
as members of the community gather on a Sunday afternoon
in February to listen to a variety of jazz music performed by
talented local musicians.

Decked out in red shirts and baseball caps, the Pierre Area Retired Teachers
Association assisted the postal letter carriers with their food drive in May 2007.

Members of Over Forte’ do not take the proceeds from
their performances as the money is used for student music
scholarships and band trips. The benefits for the performers are
the making music together, giving back to the community in the
way of providing entertainment to others as well as giving the
love of music to students so they realize you are never too old
to play and enjoy good music.

Congratulations to Jim Hansen on being elected
to a second term on the National Retired Teachers
Association Pension Roundtable. Your South
Dakota colleagues are pleased!

Report on South Dakota Retirement System
by Jim Hansen, trustee

Over the past several years, the Investment Council’s handling of the SDRS member trust fund has resulted in exceptional investment returns. The Trustees Board has met its
goal for funding the benefit increase in House Bill 1019 and
has also established a healthy reserve fund to protect the system in the event of future unfavorable market performance.
The trustees introduced seven bills to the 2008 Legislature
that provided for increased personal savings, clean-up legislation and the benefit improvement bill, all of which were
passed and signed by the Governor.
I will try to explain the benefit increases effective with passage of HB 1019. Benefits will vary based on the type and
amount of service and when the service was rendered. The
media published that it would be approximately 8% for most
retired members of the South Dakota Retirement System.
That 8% included the 3.1% Cost of Living Adjustment
(COLA).
The increase in the Class A multiplier from 1.625% to 1.7%
is approximately 4.6%. The increase for years after July 1,
2002 and before July 1, 2008 from 1.55% to 1.7% is about
9.7%. These calculated increases will also vary between
Class A, Class A Alternate, Class B Public Safety and Class
B Judicial. This was a good year for SD retirees.
For many Americans, post-retirement benefits and pensions
are obscure topics. Because of how pensions in other states
can affect state budgets, these benefits have become an issue
of critical importance across the nation. From a study of
states’ pensions and benefits, it was shown, that in the next
few decades, the bill for them can be conservatively estimated at $2.73 trillion. All told, states face about $731 billion in
unfunded bills coming due. A lot of retirees wish that they
were part of the South Dakota system.
One big issue facing SDRS is the potential public employee
retirements in the near future. The total active teacher members are 11,158, and the percent retiring during the next 5
years could be 22.7% or 2,530 people. This does not include
Regents with a potential 570 new retirees, or 21.7%, in the
next five years. The teachers over the age of 50 are 3,879
members or 34.8 percent of the work force. The retirement
system will have several challenges in years to come. Even
with the challenges facing the system, we have a very sound
system that can meet those challenges ahead.
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Community Service
by Marrietta Catlin
Mcatlin@pie.midco.net, 605-224-7815

“Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they are worthless
but because they are priceless.” This quote by Sherry
Anderson describes the many SDRTA volunteers who give so
much back to their communities by giving of their valuable
time and talents. So, thank you for what you do to make South
Dakota a better and caring place to live.
1. Service hours: I look forward to receiving each unit’s With
Our Youth and other volunteer hours from the community
service chairs before April 15, 2008. It is always interesting
to see what units are doing in their communities as I receive
the reports and send a report on to NRTA.
2. Media Coverage: Be proud of what your unit does in the
way of volunteering in your community. Make the public
aware of your services by contacting the media regarding your
events.
3. Recognizing Volunteers: Take some opportunities at
unit meetings to have seasoned volunteer members share
what their volunteer services are to motivate other members
to get involved. Provide some ideas for possible volunteer
opportunities in your community. Recognize your volunteers
at a meeting so they feel appreciated. Recognition affects
your unit’s ability to recruit and retain volunteers.
4. National Day of Service: Remember that the National Day
of Service is slated for May 8, 2008 or sometime in that week.
What is your unit planning for that special day? Whether your
unit helps at a food pantry, a senior center or assisted living
facility, a school, or helps a family in need, together our units
make a difference in our communities and make our NRTA
founder Dr. Ethel Percy Andrus proud!

Volunteer’s Creed
by Tom Krause

Though my trouble and my worries
are sometimes all that I see –
still I always must remember
life’s not only about me.
Other souls are also hurting
and I know that it’s God’s plan
to reach out to help anotherto extend to them my hand.
With this purpose as my focus
to be a comfort to a friend –
all my troubles and my worries
seem to fade out in the end.
It is one of God’s true lessons
how my walk is meant to be –
true happiness I find when
life’s not only about me.
Tom is a motivational speaker and
a frequent contributor for the
Chicken Soup for the Soul series.
Submitted by Marrietta Catlin,
SDRTA Community Service Chair

Volunteers ~ Hostess and Caterer
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by Keitha Neuharth
The Huron Area Retired Teachers Association has
approximately 50 members. We meet on the first Wednesday
of September-December, and March-May unless the State
Convention falls on the first Wednesday, in which case we meet
the second Wednesday. Our meetings are always luncheon
meetings. We meet at the Huron Area Senior Center.
The programs for our monthly meetings are usually having
to do with some aspect of community life in Huron, or with
health and wellness issues of interest to retired teachers.
Our main Community Service project is hosting the monthly
birthday parties at the Violet Tschetter Nursing Home. Sue
Gose is the head of the project. She arranges for some
entertainment each month and also orders and picks up the
roses for those having birthdays during the month. The roses
are donated by the Rainbow Flower Shop in Huron. Three or
four other members come to help with setting tables, assisting
residents, and serving the cake, ice cream and beverage.

Madison Area
by Jan Davis

Madison, South Dakota’s chapter of South Dakota Retired
School Personnel (MARSP) consists of 40 members. Meetings
are held six times a year with members attending the State
Convention annually. Unique to MARSP is the membership
made up of six local cities, which affords the chapter a
variety of experiences and ideas from which projects can be
planned.
MARSP is an active chapter accumulating hundreds of hours
of volunteer services. These include: tutorial teaching, visiting
shut-ins, assisting with serving at “The Gathering”, delivering
food to shut-ins, working at the Prairie Village Community in
the library and the rural school house and carrying out activities
unique to local communities in and around Madison.
One of the services offered by MARSP during 2006-2007 was
preparing materials for the Spanish speaking preschoolers and
parents who gathered at the Madison Public Library. During
December, the Volunteer Coordinators purchased preschool
storybooks, crayons, color books and useful items for the
families learning the English language. As retired teachers and
administrators, MARSP realizes the vocabulary skills needed
upon entering English speaking kindergarten classes. It was
agreed that MARSP could give these children and parents the
advantage upon entry into local schools, having a head start
on the English language.

5. Convention: Hope to see a lot of you at convention in
Pierre April 30 – May 1. Until then, keep up the good work
of sharing and caring as you volunteer in your communities.
Remember - “Volunteers are love in motion.” (author
unknown)

Ron and Marrietta Catlin with Pierre Area Retired Teacher President
Peg Logan helped with the 2007 Day of Service Project.

Huron Area

Volunteering takes place in many ways. Pam Mettler provided
the home, and Catherine Dimock prepared the food for the
2nd annual Valentine’s Day high tea and fundraiser for the
Black Hills unit.

The annual, AARP Essay Contest for local fifth graders is
supported by MARSP through the delivery and explanation
of the topic, “Why My Grandparent Should Be Chosen
Grandparent of the Year.” Upon completion of the essays,
a committee of five MARSP members reads the essays and
judges the entries which are forwarded to the State Committee
for final selection.

It is gratifying to MADISON AREA RETIRED SCHOOL
PERSONNEL members that each member has time and
talents to share in the community and schools.

Milbank

by Jane Popowski
The Milbank RTA resumed their meetings in February and
enjoyed a slide presentation by Mary Stengel who, with her
family, has spent a great deal of time in the country of Nepal.
Mary spoke of how the missionary work and health services
they provided were so beneficial to the people.
Our group looks forward to a representative from the Milbank
Public Library to explain computer usage at the library and
how the Gates Foundation has made these opportunities
available to our community.
In April we will have Arlo Levisen give a presentation on the
history of Big Stone Lake.
Cliff Vitters reminded the group that he is available to present
the drivers’ education training course to those who are
interested.

Northern Hills
by Helen Auer

January 21 found the Northern Hills Retired Teachers
enjoying a trip down memory lane and celebrating AARP’s
50th Anniversary. Belle Fourche hosted the group with songs
from the fifties, root beer floats and a trivia quiz from 1958.
SDRTA President Charollene Coates shared a short history of
AARP and its founder Dr. Andrus.

Northern Hills, January 2008 - Belle Fourche hosts
50th Anniversary for AARP

Oahe Area

by Donna Sherwood
Our area includes teachers from Mobridge, Glenham, Selby
and Pollock. This year – in an attempt to be accommodating
to our members – we have varied our meeting times between
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To Be Voted Upon...

Unit News From Across The State
Bennett County

by Joan Greenough
The Bennett County Retired Teachers Association had
another great year in 2007. We started off by purchasing
eight children’s books for the Bennett County Library with
the Borders Books gift cards given to three of our members in
appreciation for their help with the 2007 oral spelling contest
at the elementary school in Martin.
In May, four of our members delivered home-baked items and
a “Thinking of You” card to meals on wheels recipients and
other shut-ins, as our Day of Service project.
Shirlee Rice and Ardeth Kocourek attended the state meeting
in May. Ardeth gave a presentation on “Lay Pastorship”.
Preceding our July meeting, we were given a very informative
tour of the Community Action building. The director explained
the many services they provide to low-income families in the
area, and he told how important the volunteers are. Some of
the supplies are purchased and others are donated.
In July and October, some members went to the Bennett
County Nursing Home to entertain the residents with an
afternoon of bingo.
We enjoyed our visit from SDRTA president, Charollene
Coates in October. She involved the members in her
presentation about children’s books and gave an overview of
the organization, reminding us that the NRTA will celebrate
its 60th anniversary in 2007 and AARP its 50th anniversary
in 2008.
Our January program, “Looking to the Future: Martin’s
Centennial”, featured a brainstorming session to identify
sources for information needed to update the history of the
Bennett County schools.
We gave donations to the Bennett County Senior Citizen’s
Center in memory of two deceased members, Ethel Emley
and Betty Karns. We also made other donations to the center
throughout the year.

Black Hills

by Diana Glover
A new theatre group for people over 50 years old gave one of
their first performances at the holiday dinner of Black Hills
Retired Teachers at Minerva’s in Rapid City in December.
Other programs have been:
•January – Principal Robin Gillespie – Tour of new General
Beadle Elementary
•February - Former principal Jeanne Cowan and CASA 		
director Lori Baldwin “Experiences with CASA”
(Court Appointed Special Advocates)
Millie Galyen, Gladys Storm, Betty Stoner
“Quilting Projects Reaching Out to the World”

After visiting with Sharon Smith, NRTA official, and officers
of Retired Teacher Associations in other states, SD President
Charollene Coates has learned that 36 states have executive
directors. Some are volunteers and work from their homes.
Others are paid; some are part-time and some are full time.
There is an annual leadership conference for only executive
directors, a training session in which South Dakota officers
have not been able to participate.

Nominating Committee Report
by Shirley Eisnach, SDRTA Past-President

The nominating committee is placing the following
names in nomination for the 2008-2010 term for
South Dakota Retired Teachers Association:
President: Al Price, Sioux Falls
Past-President: Dr. Charollene Coates, Rapid City
(Both elected previously)

It seems the biggest advantage in having an executive director
is CONTINUITY. One person in one office would help make
the transition from one set of board members to another easier.
The executive director is someone to whom members and
officers could go to get accurate records and direction. This
person could also help coordinate the state convention.

To be elected or re-elected on May 1, 2008:
President-elect: Pat Johnson, Watertown
Vice-President: Lyle Kemnitz, Mobridge
Secretary: Donna Fischer, Yankton
Treasurer: Art Shaver, Sioux Falls

Over 200 5th graders participated in the Grandparents Essay
contest. Local winners were Nathan Bolton, Melissa Malik
and Stephanie Griffith.

Therefore, the SDRTA Board of Directors recommends
the following Bylaws and Standing Rules changes:
(to be voted upon at the Annual Meeting May 1, 2008)

To complete the state board, four other committee
chairs will be appointed by the new president.

Pam Mettler and Catherine Dimock hosted the 2nd annual high
tea on Valentine’s Day at Pam’s home. Over twenty women
attended, and money was raised for convention expenses. The
next fund-raiser and outing will be to the Keystone School on
April 22. Bonita Ley will be the pioneer teacher, and retired
teachers will be the students. Dorothy Lang and Judy Lage
have organized these events.

BYLAWS
Renumber current ARTICLES IX-XII to be ARTICLES X-XIII.
Insert new Article IX as follows:
ARTICLE IX. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Section 1. An Executive Director may be appointed
by the Board of Directors and shall serve at its direction.

A banner was purchased for parades, meetings and special
events. It has our name and an apple on it.

STANDING RULES

•March – Rapid City School Administrators, Katie Bray,
Sam Zimiga, Richard Owen and Greg McNabb
“Standards and New Report Cards”

Registrations are coming in for the Keystone School field trips
in April and May. Teachers (members of our unit) will be busy
getting pinafores and caps on students, then conducting an oldtime spelling bee or teaching Palmer method penmanship.
About 12 members attended Lobby Day in Pierre. Many are
looking forward to the next trip – state convention. Maybe
the traveling trophy will find its way to Rapid City again!

We continue to sponsor the photographer. He came in
September and November to take family photos.

ARTICLE IV. REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES
Section l. After the words “Standing Committee
Chairs”, add a comma and the words “Executive
Director,”.
Standing Rules will then read:
Section l. All authorized and necessary travel by
members of the Board of Directors, Standing Committee
Chairs, Executive Director, and others accumulated in
the performance of their duties or assignments shall be
reimbursed at state rates, when travel is by their private
car.
Section 4. After the word “officers”, insert “and
Executive Director”.
Standing Rules will then read:
Section 4. Expenses incurred by the elected
officers and Executive Director shall be reimbursed upon
the presentation of a claim to the Treasurer, provided the
total of such claims does not exceed the amount authorized
for the office at the previous Annual Meeting.

One member helped with the 2008 spelling contest at the
elementary school in February.

Betty Stoner, Gladys Storm, and Millie Galyen, members of Black
Hills Retired Teachers, explained their quilting programs at the
February meeting.
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Background on Executive Directors

EXPLANATION: These changes will allow for an
Executive Director to be appointed by the Board and to be
reimbursed for expenses pertaining to SDRTA.

With Thanks ~

Margaret and Jay Ruckdaschel, shown above, have
moved from Huron to Hopkins, Minnesota to be near
their daughter. They will be missed in South Dakota
and particularly in our retired teachers association. Jay
served as state president from 2002 – 2004 and on the
board several years. Margaret was the state newsletter
editor and along with Jay, a contributor in many ways at
the state and local levels.
Thank you, Ruckdaschels’s, for your fine leadership and
friendship!
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SDRTA CONVENTION PROGRAM
April 30 & May 1, 2008
Ramkota Convention Center, Pierre
RETIREMENT TREASURES
Hank & Marianne Fridell
Photography
Hank & Marianne Fridell
Writing & Performing
Lake Sharpe Room

WEDNESDAY, April 30
10:00-12:30
REGISTRATION (Pick up name
tags & tickets)
Lobby
Fee: $30 per person (includes Wed
dinner and Thurs lunch)
Pre-registration form & fee due
to Art Shaver by April 22
10:30-12:00

Betty Beyer Knitting
Barbara Hoff Quilting
Lewis & Clark

PRE-CONVENTION EVENT
Tour of the Women’s Prison

Lunch on your own
FIRST GENERAL SESSION
Gallery D E & F
Wear 50s attire or red lobby day vest
1:00-1:25
Call to order: SDRTA President
Charollene Coates

3:40-4:15

Repeat of 3:00 PM Breakouts

4:20-4:55

Vivian Shaver Riecki
Art Shaver Family History
Lake Francis Case Room
Brenda Martens Master
Gardening
Al Price Short Term Employment
Gallery G

Opening Prayer & Flag Pledge
led by Carol White
~

Theme Weavers: H & M Fridell

Shirley Eisnach Cousins’ Camp
Jo Haffield Love & Logic
Lake Sharpe Room

Welcome to Pierre: Mayor
Dennis Eisnach
Greetings: Pierre Area RTA
Peg Logan & Margaret
Ellefson, Co-Presidents
Introduction of SDRTA Board
Members: Charollene Coates
Roll Call of Units: Donna Fischer
~
1:25-1:55

1:55-2:05

5:00-5:35

Repeat of 4:20 Breakouts except
for the following change:
Diana Glover Helping Families
Cope With Mental Illness
Jo Haffield Love & Logic
Lake Sharpe Room

Theme Weavers: H & M Fridell
Our Shared History Lily Liu,
AARP Brand Communications
Manager (AARP Historian)
Presentation of Legacy Award
Pat Gross, SD-AARP President

2:05-2:45

Introduction & Preview of
Breakout Presenters & Topics

2:45-3:00

Refreshments/Birthday Cake
courtesy of SD-AARP

3:00-3:35

John Hatch & Mona Sharpe
Dance Club
Joyce Wermers
Health & Wellness Awareness
Lake Francis Case Room
Marilyn Kratz Writing
Vonnie Shields Book Clubs
Gallery G
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Faye Schroeder &
Norma Eckmann Elderhostel
Jamie
Traveling
B
& C Fisk
Zubke
Traveling
Lewis & Clark

SECOND GENERAL SESSION
Gallery A
Prayer: Art Shaver

6:30-8:15

~

Theme Weavers: H & M Fridell
Keynote Address: Bill Zubke
Florence Krieger a k a LaRee
Mayes
Awards Ceremony & Photos

8:30-10:30

Post Banquet
Gallery A
Dance & Listening Entertainment,
Over Forte’ Big Band

SDRTA CONVENTION PROGRAM
April 30 & May 1, 2008
Ramkota Convention Center, Pierre
RETIREMENT TREASURES
Thursday, MAY 1
6:30-8:00

Fitness Walk along riverfront
Jacque Sly & Ron Catlin

7:00 -8:30

Continental Breakfast
courtesy of SD AARP

7:30

Unit Officers/ SDRTA Board
Al Price
Lake Sharpe Room

Lobby

7:30

Past Presidents’ Breakfast
Restaurant

9:00-10:15

THIRD GENERAL SESSION
Gallery D E & F

~

MEMORIAL SERVICE
conducted by Vice-President
Pat Johnson
Theme Weavers: H & M Fridell
BUSINESS MEETING:
President Charollene Coates

10:15-10:30

Refreshments courtesy
of SD-AARP
Lobby

10:30- 11:45
~

Gallery D E & F
Theme Weavers: H & M Fridell
What’s Happening at SD AARP?
Greetings & Overview:
Leni Healy, Interim State
Director SD-AARP
South Dakota Retirement System
Report: Rob Wylie, SDRS
Administrator & James Hansen,
SDRS Trustee & NRTA Pension
Roundtable Member

11:45-1:15
~

Minutes of 2007 meeting:
Secretary Donna Fischer

2008-2009 Budget: Art Shaver,
Pat Johnson & Al Price

Distribution of door prizes
(furnished by local units):
Emilie Zacher & Kandee Snoozy,
BHRTA Members

Membership report: Cathy Zubke
Legislative report: Wyland Borth

Traveling Trophy Award &
Incoming President’s
Remarks: Al Price

Newsletter report: Diana Glover
Community Service & With Our
Youth Awards: Marrietta Catlin

Nominating Committee Report
& ByLaw Change
Shirley Eisnach

Theme Weavers: H & M Fridell
Introduction of Grandparent Essay
Contest winner: Sam Wilson, SD
AARP Associate Director &
Ruth Spencer, SDRTA
Committee Chair

Treasurer’s report:
Art Shaver

SDRTA Bus Tour Report:
Pat Johnson

LUNCH Gallery A
Prayer: Diana Glover

Closing Remarks:
Charollene Coates
~

Theme Weavers: H & M Fridell

HAND IN CONVENTION
EVALUATION FORMS

Other committee reports:
Unfinished business:
New business:
Vote on Proposed Budget
Vote on ByLaw Change
Election of 2008-2010 officers
Installation of Officers
Other business?
ADJOURNMENT
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