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Shirley Eisnach in Memoriam
Thank you, Bill Zubke, for submitting this tribute to a former leader of this group.
Thank you, Google. In a world where just the right words are a rarity,
this is the definition you gave: “A person or thing regarded as a representative
symbol of something.”
A wife. A mother, grandmother, great grandmother. A teacher. A
volunteer. A president. A board member. An executive Director. A mentor.
A friend.
If you accept the motto of the South Dakota Retired School Personnel
organization, “To serve, not be served”, Shirley Eisnach would be the epitome
of that descriptor. The organization as we know it exists primarily because
of her tireless dedication to that belief. In the variety of offices she held, in
the tireless concern for our needs, in the absolute consistency of purpose,
she guided us. As a member of the Pierre organization, she organized, she
contributed, she led. As state president, she inspired, she cajoled, she moved
forward. In the well-paid position of our first Executive Director (same pay
as all the other positions!), she assured our place on the national stage. She
was a force with which to be reckoned.
But it was the ready smile, the care for family, and the love of learning that will be her true legacy. It was the
friendship, the love, the humanity she shared that will continue to shine. The difference in this organization because of
these qualities is impossible to measure. She is missed.
icon!

Epitome. Force. Legacy. But none is complete. According to Google? Shirley Eisnach was, is, and shall be—an

Convention Notice
Our 2021 SDRSP Convention’s theme will be “Welcome to the Jungle”. Just a note—this theme was chosen before
COVID, so it really is not talking about our situation during the past year. We look forward to providing interesting
speakers, fun, and of course, good food. Please put September 28-29, 2021 on your calendar and join us in Sioux
Falls at the downtown Holiday Inn.

C ommunity Health:
Submitted by: Carm Tobin

It certainly feels like Spring is just around the
corner and I could not be happier. After spending
months inside during this long South Dakota winter, I
am so ready to be outside soaking up the warm sunshine
and exploring the great outdoors.

31. Star gaze
32. Eat your favorite ice cream
33. Go fishing
34. Play croquet or cornhole
35. Celebrate Earth Day on April 22nd by picking up
litter
Doesn't it sound refreshing to take in the sights,
36. Pay-it-forward in a drive-thru line
sounds, and smells of Spring?
37. Plan a Sunday brunch (try my Magic Omelet
With this goal in mind, I created a "Spring Fling" recipe)
List of 45 ideas to celebrate the upcoming season. I 38. Make Spring greeting cards to deliver to the
challenge each of you to see how many items you can Nursing Home
cross off before Memorial Day!
39. Pop popcorn and watch your favorite movie
40. Make a dandelion wish
41. Do a random act of kindness
42. Plant a garden
SPRING FLING LIST
43. Make "Dirt" pudding
1. Watch the sunrise
44. Unplug for an ENTIRE day
2. Read a book outside
45. Watch the sunset
3. Go for a bike ride
4. Walk barefoot in the growing grass
5. Wash your vehicle
6. Picnic in the park
7. Watch a baseball game
8. Visit a greenhouse
1. Write names with a black permanent marker on
9. Plant flowers
quart size Ziploc freezer bags.
10. Bird watch
2. Crack 2 large or extra large eggs into each bag. Do
11. Build or buy a bird feeder
not use more than two eggs per bag. Shake well to
12. Start a journal
combine.
13. Go to a Farmer's Market
3. Set out a variety of ingredients: crispy bacon,
14. Grill your dinner
shredded cheese, cubed ham, onion, cooked sausage,
15. Make s'mores
diced cooked chicken, pepperoni, tomatoes, green
16. Go on a scenic drive
peppers, mushrooms, black olives, avocado slices
17. Listen to Spring music
and hash browns. Use your imagination!
18. Fly a kite
4. Each person adds ingredients of choice to their
19. Play golf or Goofy Golf
Ziploc bag. Shake vigorously to blend ingredients.
20. Step outside when it is raining
Remove air from bag and zip it closed.
21. Look for a rainbow
5. Place the bags into a big pot of rolling, boiling water
22. Make a smoothie
for EXACTLY 13 minutes.
23. Go camping
6. Usually 8 omelet bags fit in a large pot. For more
24. Skip rocks on a quiet lake
bags, make an additional pot of boiling water.
25. Invest in a hammock
7. Open the bags after 13 minutes and the omelet will
26. Go boating or sailing
easily roll out.
27 Get a pedicure (sandal time is near)
8. Serve with fresh fruit, breakfast rolls or muffins.
28. Plan an outdoor ice tea party
9. Happy Spring
29. Go on a "color walk"
30. Go berry picking

Magic Omelet Recipe

AMessage from the President:

PRESIDENT Rhonda Preller
(605) 438-4388
rrprel@aol.com
Milbank, SD 57252
PRESIDENT ELECT Jacque Sly
(605) 343-4956
jacsly48@gmail.com
Rapid City, SD 57702

Covid-19, social distancing, “mask up”, quarantine, “have you had
your vaccine yet?” One year ago, these words and phrases were not in
our daily vocabulary yet. Now in 2021, this terminology has become
commonplace. Just like it has become common (and necessary) for
many of us staying at home, not seeing friends or relatives, cooking
at home instead of eating out and not being able to attend our local
SDRSP unit meetings. I miss my monthly meetings; I miss some
semblance of normalcy. (Can we ever get it back??) I miss all of YOU!

PAST PRESIDENT Ron Riherd
(605) 484-6942
rriherd@netscape.net
Rapid City, SD 57702
VICE-PRESIDENT Kay Ainslie
H: (605) 859-2670 - C: 441-2449
hcpt@gwtc.net
Philip, SD 57567

Usually, this time of year, we are in full force planning and requesting
that you sign up for our yearly convention which is generally held
in May. Last year, after postponing the 2020 Convention, and then
ultimately canceling due to Covid—it was a disappointment. We ARE planning to hold our
SDRSP Convention, but instead of May, we have scheduled it for September 28-29th. Our
Board of Directors met via Zoom and determined that May was a little too early as people
are just now getting their Covid vaccines, but the fall might be the perfect time to convene
in convention mode!

SECRETARY Amy Ramsey
(605) 216-0652
ramseya@abe.midco.net
Aberdeen, SD 57401
TREASURER Patricia Johnson
(605) 886-8756
sdpjohnson@mac.com
Watertown, SD 57201
COMMUNITY/HEALTH SERVICES
Carmal Tobin
(605) 445-2010
zgirl@carmtobin.com
Milbank, SD 57252
MEMBERSHIP/NEWSLETTER
Paula Brakke
(605) 949-1054
pabrakke@yahoo.com
Milbank, SD 57252

Our 2021 SDRSP Convention’s theme will be “Welcome to the Jungle”. Just a note—
this theme was chosen before COVID, so it really is not talking about our situation during
the past year. We look forward to providing interesting speakers, fun, and of course, good
food. Please put September 28-29, 2021 on your calendar and join us in Sioux Falls at the
downtown Holiday Inn. Look for registration information in June/July. The “price is right”
for our rooms at the Holiday Inn and our Board of Directors are considering a “bargain”
price for Convention fees! The Sioux Falls Unit is already gearing up for our convention; and
they will do a fantastic job hosting us. Welcome to the Jungle!
In other information, Pierre Lobby Days were held virtually this year with the
ability to join in a conversation with SD Secretary of State, Steve Barnett and watch floor
sessions from the safety of our own homes.

LEGISLATION Bob & Sharon Rose
(605) 342-8147
robertsharonrose@gmail.com
Rapid City, SD 57701

With Zoom sessions available and with AARP and NRTA sponsorships, SDRSP
members have had the opportunity to participate in various learning opportunities including
Cyber Safety and Operating Zoom.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Gerri Larson
H: (605) 721-4550 - C: (605) 431-2743
rlarmart@hotmail.com
Rapid City, SD 57702

Thanks to our Executive Director, Gerri Larson, for writing and procuring two
different grants for SDRSP. These grants, “We Care Grant” and “5 Pilot Project” were
available for individual units to apply for and receive monies. Gerri partnered with NRTA
and AARP, sponsors of the grants.
Spring weather arrived at the beginning of March. The warm temperatures have
been wonderful, although, I would guess winter is not quite ready to let us go.
Enjoy life and stay safe!
Rhonda Preller, President of SDRSP

Thank you!! Thank You!!

for the following dona�ons to the Scholarship Fund!
In memory of Lena Hartford by Watertown ARSP
In memory of Lena Hartford by Pat Johnson
In memory of Harold Widvey by Bill Zubke
In memory of Dan Sherrill (son of AJ & M Sherrill)
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In memory of Shirley Eisnach by Pat Johnson
In memory of Dennis Eisnach by Bill Zubke
In memory of Dennis & Shirley Eisnach by M Bleeker
In memory of Shirley Eisnach by SDRSP Board

Unit News:
Milbank

Submi�ed by Rhonda Preller
It has been one year since Milbank’s Unit members have been able to hold meetings. We are hoping to start
back with in-person meetings in April if Covid numbers continue going down and our members are able to get
vaccinated.
Even though meetings have not been held, we have been able to provide
some good to our community through donations. MARTA donated to our local
Backpack Program that packs weekend meals for children in need. Also, two
different times, canned goods were donated to the Grant County Food Pantry.
With Covid, more people are needing help with meals for their families.
This year’s Grandparent Essay contest was canceled
at the state level due to committees not being able to
meet for judging. Milbank’s 5th grade teachers wanted
to continue with the contest, so MARTA sponsored
the Grandparent Essay Contest at the local level. Three
winners, 1st, 2nd and 3rd places, were chosen. Medals,
monetary awards and pictures in the paper honored the
winners. Forty-eight students participated in the essay
contest. Milbank Area Retired Teachers/Personnel
Association plan to invite the winner to read his essay
at one of our meetings. Exciting news--the winning
Grandparent happens to be one of MARTA’s members!

Milbank Members at last
Convention; Rhonda Preller,
center, Paula Brakke, left and
Carmal Tobin, Right.

Sisseton

Submi�ed by Linda Loberg
Despite Covid restrictions, Sisseton Area Retired Personnel Association (SARSPA) members have been
committed to serving the community. Members have put together treat bags for the local teachers, given flowers
for Christmas and added a little Spring with beautiful plants for Valentine’s Day to the local nursing homes and
assisted living center. Funds for these projects have mainly come from members’ Thrivent Action Team monies.
The members enjoyed getting together for a short time to put these projects together.
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Unit News:
Sioux Falls

Submi�ed by Cathy Anderson
This year has certainly been a challenge for us and I am sure all of our units. The first challenge was that
our regular meeting place of over 20 years closed because of loss of business. We met in September and October
at Active Generations because they had strict COVID protocols. Our September meeting was a representative
from the Great Plains Zoo and Delbridge Museum. We thought that was an appropriate program to inspire us
for hosting the convention in September with the theme of “Welcome to the Jungle.” We are looking forward to
making some arrangements for attendees being able to tour the zoo.
In October our speaker was from POET to tell us about their outreach program “Seeds of Change” that
helps developing countries improve their lives by self-sustaining methods of farming or a way to make a living.
Because of the surge of cases in November, we thought it prudent to cancel our November and December
meeting. We ended up extending that through March. We are planning on an April meeting at a new location at
the Pizza Ranch. Our speaker will be Nancy Halverson who will tell us about the plans for concerts this summer
at the Levitt Shell. The new Superintendent for the Sioux Falls School District will be the speaker for our May
meeting. I am sure she will have a lot to tell us about her challenges this school year.
We are very hopeful that things will be back to some aspect of normalcy by the fall and we are back to
meeting in-person again. We miss those conversations and our special projects that we were able to do like our
9-11 project of taking treats to all first responders that day and so many others that had to be cancelled.
We are also looking forward in hosting the state convention in Sioux Falls in September and hope you will
make that out of town trip you have been waiting for all year.

Northern Hills

Submi�ed by Dianne Hemminger
Due to COVID 19, the Northern Hills School Personnel, has not been meeting to ensure the safety of our
members. It was suggested that we kick-start our meetings by having a picnic in one of the parks in August. We
hope the virus will be under control by that time. We are looking forward to going to a convention again.
We received $440 from the State Offices. We are grateful for that grant which will help pay dues.
We are also grateful we received $200.00 from State RSP which is from a “We Care” Grant. It was suggested
that perhaps this grant could be used for membership development.
Our group includes members from Spearfish, Belle Fourche, Lead/Deadwood, and Sturgis. Each town
takes their turn to be monthly hosts by providing speakers and refreshments. In the past we have heard interesting
presentations including, a teacher who taught in Saudi Arabia, teachers who have been on trips to Alaska and
Israel, talks about ancestors from Germany/Russia, experiences of Reading Assistants, a teacher whose students
helped make quilts for many of her teaching years, to name only a few. We have a volunteer who would like to
present a program on Senior Citizen Fraud for the coming year, and another would like to present her teaching
experience in Alaska.
Continued on pg. 6
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Unit News:
Northern Hills

Continued from pg. 5

We are saddened that some of our members have passed away and are no longer with us. They include
Mary Loffen, July 2019; Roland Dexter, January 4, 2020; and Thelma Davis, October 2020.
Some of our members volunteer in their communities, delivering meals-on-wheels, working in the food
pantries, and volunteering in the schools.
Julie Walkins has volunteered to be full-time Secretary for the coming year.
Our other officers (subject to change) include:
President: Dianne Hemminger
Treasurer: Howard Perry
Membership and Community Service: Joanna Jones
Legislative Committee: Bob Schneider

BHRSP

Submi�ed by Jacque Sly
Black Hills Retired School Personnel (BHRSP)
has had a busy year so far. Early on there was awareness
that our usual August picnic would not happen.
However, letters were sent to all the current members
and also recent retirees. Memberships came by mail to
our treasurer at a surprising rate. Actually, we are right
at or above our usual number of members. With some of
the generous grant dollars we offered free membership to new members and half price for renewing members. It
was a hit!
Adjustments have been made so members have options for attending. One of the grants was used to
purchase a subscription to Zoom. Each meeting members can attend either in person, by Zoom, or by telephone.
Our December meeting was the only one offered solely by Zoom/telephonic because of the high COVID numbers.
We have had members attend each month with different options. It has worked with the use of a computer, screen,
projector and speakers at each meeting. There are not as many attending as the past, but it has kept us moving
forward with programs and connecting with others each month.
As cold weather set in, BHRSP Executive Board knew there were members who might enjoy connecting
and visiting with others. Using Zoom/telephonic there are several options each week for virtual get-togethers.
Twice a week there are Coffee Breaks, getting together virtually to chat while still in your own home. A Spanish
Chat Group meets weekly, practicing their Spanish speaking skills. The Travel Group meets once a month, with
attendees sharing earlier travels and dreaming of new places to go. The Book Sharing Group meets once a month,
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Continued on pg. 7

Unit News:
BHRSP

Continued from pg. 6

generating wonderful lists and leads of books that others have read and enjoyed. It has been an opportunity for our
members to interact while in their homes. There has been a technology learning curve for all as the skills improve
each time Zoom is used.
Two summers ago, members went to Panama with one of our members leading the trip to his homeland. Last
summer we had planned a trip to Medora ND, but it was canceled. Once again, we are looking forward to Medora
in June, if everything goes as planned with some modifications. The Zoom travel group has been brainstorming
some possible day trips in the area that would get members out and about again when the time is right.
Overall, BHRSP has been continuing down the road of membership, meeting with modifications, and
making plans for future gatherings. Our motto is “Connect. Learn. Serve.” We have strived to offer opportunities
to connect through in-person and Zoom meetings, to offer great programs for learning from others, and to reach
out individually in new ways to serve our community.

From Geri Larson Executive Director:
Webinar Replay | NEW Retirement State Fact Sheets

Many retired educators participated in the recent live webinar that provided a review of the new state-bystate infographic fact sheets.
Developed in partnership with the National Institute on Retirement Security, these fact sheets present a
snapshot of public sector retirement systems, including key information such as defined benefit pension economic
impact, beneficiaries, funding history and plan changes.
Over the years, these state fact sheets have served as effective tools to educate state and local policymakers
about public employee and teacher retirement systems.
The fact sheets can be download on the NRTA web site- https://www.aarp.org/about-aarp/nrta/under the
Pension Advocacy toolkit.

I want to join South Dakota Retired School Personnel.

Join
Today!

Name
Address
City
State
Zip
Phone
Email
Send the above informa�on and $15 (annual state dues) to:
SDRSP Treasurer, Pat Johnson
1226 E Kemp
Watertown, SD 57201
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Paula Brakke
47604 150th St.
Milbank, SD 57252

South Dakota
Re�red School
Personnel

Check Membership Addresses!

It is important for all unit officers to check with each member for their correct address.
Send all address changes, as well as names and dates of deaths, to
Paula Brakke, 47604 150th St., Milbank, SD 57252
Phone: 605-949-1054 ● Email address: pabrakke@yahoo.com

SDRSP.org

Newsle�er printed by Borns Group
1610 14th Ave. SE, Watertown, SD 57201 ● 605-882-3365

Convention Notice
Our 2021 SDRSP Convention’s theme will be “Welcome to the Jungle”. Just a note—this theme was chosen before
COVID, so it really is not talking about our situation during the past year. We look forward to providing interesting
speakers, fun, and of course, good food. Please put September 28-29, 2021 on your calendar and join us in Sioux
Falls at the downtown Holiday Inn. Look for registration information in June/July. The “price is right” for our
rooms at the Holiday Inn and our Board of Directors are considering a “bargain” price for Convention fees! The
Sioux Falls Unit is already gearing up for our convention; and they will do a fantastic job hosting us. Welcome to
the Jungle!

