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“Hooray for Hollywood”
Beckoning Members to Sioux Falls

by Diana Glover

HOORAY FOR THE SONG – our convention theme song which originated in 1937 in
the movie “Hollywood Hotel”. Can’t you just hear the refrain right now?
HOORAY FOR SDRSP – our 70 year old association open to all retired school
employees. Each unit, please bring a door prize basket.
HOORAY FOR YOU – coming from all across the state to the Sioux Falls Ramkota
May 1 – 2. Invite a family member or neighbor to come with you.
The convention will begin with a tour to the McCrossan Ranch and end with a tour
to the downtown State Theatre (see tour info’ on page 3).
The opening session on May 1 will feature
TOM AND TAMMY ROBERTS who
are on staff at the Children’s Home
Society in Sioux Falls. Their affiliation
with the society began many years ago
as volunteers for a kids’ Christmas party.
Now, 16 years later, they have created
many presentations based on books Tom
has written, including “ Santa’s Prayer”, “
The Little Lost Sock” and “Return to the
Farm”. They have raised over $1.2 million
dollars to support the programs and services that CHS offers to help kids and
families across the state. Convention attendees are asked to
bring items that can be used at the home. (You will find the
“wish list” on page 5).
HOORAY FOR YOGA – BEV AUSTIN, retired from a fulltime secretarial career and now a yoga instructor, will
guide attendees through chair yoga. This class, done by
both sitting on and standing by a chair, will be similar to
the one she teachers at Primrose. She also has classes at
Active Generations and OLLI, college classes for seniors.
SDRSP Board Meeting
Red Rosa Restaurant • Pierre
Wed. July 11th, 10AM

East River Workshop
Brookings First Luth. Church
Tues., Aug, 7th, 10AM

West River Workshop
AARP Office Rapid City
Tues., Aug. 14th, 10AM

...continued from pg. 1
Bev started teaching yoga in 1995, and in 2009 she began the chair yoga classes. It will be relaxing and invigorating
- no twisting into a pretzel!
JIM HANSON will share history and dreams of the South Dakota Sculpture Trail, a
consortium of 9 communities across our state that promotes sculpture and other arts to
the tourism market. He and his friend Jim Clark have worked together in these endeavors
including the downtown Sioux Falls Sculpture Walk. It started in 2004 and features 56
sculptures, the largest and most recognized annual exhibit of public art sculptures in
the country. Jim is mostly a PR guy who has blown up (almost) South Dakota’s tallest
building, introduced LEED architecture and placed news stories on every continent. He
grew up in an education household and has attended many events honoring family and
teachers.
In the evening is when the music really comes alive.
John Mogen will play songs from the “Hooray
for Hollywood” era. Also on the agenda for the
evening will be ALFRED CAMPOS of Washington,
DC bringing greetings and news from our national offices.. He is the director
of National Retired Teachers Association. He oversees advocacy and
programmatic resources for state retired educator associations nationwide.
He is a former lobbyist for the National Education Association and their
legislative liaison to the Congressional Hispanic Caucus. He has degrees from
State University of New York, Albany and Western New England College School of Law. We are happy to welcome
Mr. Campos.
Be ready for Wednesday morning, more information, more fun and more friends. Following the afternoon tour, you
will be going home singing, maybe not the refrain of “Hooray for Hollywood”, but certainly singing the praises of
SD Retired School Personel.

To My Techie Friends -by Joanna Jones

Karen Devine
Redfield Area Retired
School Personnel
In Memory of Charollene Coates
Shirley Eisnach
Pat Johnson • Bill Zubke
Nancy May • Doneen Grimm

While the technology gap widens in our group of retired school
personnel, we all have digital concerns. This winter when a friend passed
away, the concern for closing digital accounts came to the forefront.
The hunt for passwords led to a maze. So even though the computer
world tells you not to make a list of your passwords, estate planners find
the list necessary.
To note a few hardware tools we use includes computers, tablets,
smart phones, kindles, and any other digital device. Then the electronic
storage accounts could be email accounts, domains you own, online
banking accounts, investment accounts, shopping accounts, and so the
list multiplies.
What to be able to do quickly – know how to close accounts that have
monthly fees or require monthly payments. Transfer any money from
online accounts to a bank or the heirs. Inform the online communities
of account closings.
As with all estate planning, pick the right person for the job and keep the
list updated. Just a little more food for thought, as if we didn’t already
have enough. For more information, research digital estate planning.
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A Message from President Bill Zubke
In the musical “Wicked”, there is a song entitled “For
Good” that begins, “I’ve heard it said that people come
into our lives for a reason...”. As I look forward to “Hooray
for Hollywood” May 1-2 at the Ramkota in Sioux Falls,
l am convinced of its veracity. Over the years, I have
had the great privilege to meet and work with some
of the most amazing coots and geezers on the planet!
Your energy inspires me. Your creativity astounds me.
Your past work with children of all ages—the knowledge
you gave them, the life lessons you taught them, the
future you gave them—would have been legacy enough.
And yet you continue to give and motivate and teach!

Your volunteerism is
legendary. Your stories,
priceless. And if you’ve
been to conventions,
your creativity? Inspiring.
The proof? Look at the
convention planned for
this year! Fill out your registration. Make your hotel
reservations (trust me—the only reservations you should
have) and join us as we light up Sioux Falls! And THANK
YOU! As the song says, “you changed me...for good!”

Message from Executive Director Nancy May
Time Flies! Spring will soon be here and we will all have
the opportunity to attend and participate in the State
Convention in Sioux Falls, May 1 and 2nd. One of our
objectives is socialization, and it is always nice to see so
many of you at various conferences and meetings across
the state. The “Hooray for Hollywood”theme will be fun!
The last time I wrote, Ron Riherd, President-elect, and
I had attended the 70th Anniversary of the National
Association of Retired Teachers in Washington, DC.
Now, I can mention another event, a successful Lobby
Day, sponsored by AARP, on January 30th. Weather was
great, and we had around 100 people in “Red” vests who

gathered for lunch with the legislators and observed
sessions in both the House and Senate. Our Black Hills
Unit President, Jacque Sly, was recognized in both houses
as a former legislator.
Please invite your retired educator friends to join you
at unit meetings and celebrations and share with them
the benefits of belonging to our organization. We are an
assembly of people who meet for a common purpose. We
socialize, and learn about our state retirement system and
educational programs. Let’s work together to promote our
organization and protect our pensions to the best of our
ability. Looking forward to seeing you at the convention at
the Sioux Falls Ramkota May 1 and 2nd.

Two Tours Available at Convention
ON TUESDAY MAY 1 AT 10:00 A.M., attendees can meet in
the lobby of the Ramkota for the tour of MCCROSSAN’S
BOYS RANCH. It is located just northwest of Sioux Falls.
In 1948, Melinda Bell McCrossan, the founder of the Ranch,
directed that a trust be established to create “a home
where boys find New Hope for a Better Life.” Here troubled
boys between the ages
of 9 to 20, who have
experienced conflict
in their lives, can work
on values, goals and
eduction that will serve
them in a balanced life
once they are outside
the Ranch.

AT 2:00 ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 2, is the opportunity for
a tour to THE STATE THEATRE IN DOWNTOWN SIOUX
FALLS. It opened in 1926 with these succinct words in
the Daily Argus Leader: “Opening of new State Theatre
Shows Faith in City”. Now,
years later, energized leaders
are helping preserve the
historical integrity of Sioux
Falls including this stateof-the-art multi-use movie
theatre.
Gather in the
Ramkota lobby following
the Wednesday luncheon to
proceed to the State Theatre.
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Legislative Report by Hank Kosters, Legislative Chair
Rob Wylie presented four Bills (SB 35,36, 37 & 38) on
behalf of the SDRS Board of Trustees to the Senate
and House Retirement Laws Committees. All four
bills have been approved by overwhelming votes by
both the House and Senate and are now awaiting the
signature of the Governor. None of these changes will
materially impact the assets or liabilities of the SDRS
or the retirement checks of members of the SDRSP
according to the testimony presented.
SB 35 Revises the classification of juvenile corrections
agents in the SDRS from class A to class B (19
individuals) and amends or clarifies existing statutes
to facilitate this change.
SB 36 Revises and updates certain statutes relating
to actuarial terminology, appeal process, refunds,
qualified domestic relations orders and supplemental
pension benefits. This bill is part of the annual

update/cleanup required to keep the retirement laws
current.
SB 37 Revises the automatic enrollment provisions of
the deferred compensation plan of the SDRS to offer
the option to current employees who are not currently
participating in the deferred compensation plan. No
impact on those who have retired.
SB38 Revises the process for establishing the
compensation of the executive director of the
SDRS. This update of the process and procedures is
in anticipation of the SDRS Board of Trustees hiring
a new executive director in the next two years. In
December of 2018 Rob Wylie will inform the SDRS
Board of Trustees of his retirement plans, and the
Board wants to be in a position to hire and retain a
highly qualified individual to replace him.

Caregivers in the Work Force by Joanna Jones, Community Service Chair
When we count volunteer hours, we take into account
the hours given by caregivers. Many of us know the
hours required to attend medical visits, as well as the
time needed to buy the groceries, clean house, fix
hair, put on shoes and a myriad of daily living tasks.
But what caught my attention this fall was that some
major businesses are starting to provide time-off
and employee assistance for workers who are the
caregivers.
In South Dakota, we know that the longer a person can
stay at home with assistance, the healthier they are
and their survival rate is higher. We also know that with
an aging population, the rate of care giving continues
to increase and there will not be enough nursing
homes in the next fifteen years to meet the needs
of the people. Therefore, changes in the employers’
caregiver policies need to flow from business into the
educational work place.
Of today’s 40 million family caregivers, 24 million are
juggling care giving responsibilities and employment;
one in six workers is a caregiver. About 50 percent of
those caregivers are under the age of 50. “Employers
have a unique opportunity to support employees
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in managing the continuum of their care related
obligations in a way that can also reap rewards in
the form of an engaged and productive workforce,
a competitive edge in retaining and recruiting
employees, a reduction in healthcare costs and an
increase in employee loyalty.” (NEBGH, October 2017,
workandcaregiving.org) The new policies need to
include days off for emergency backup care services,
educational workshops, and paid days-off for care
giving time.
Companies that currently have caregiver policies are
CBS, Allianz Life, Emory University, and Fannie Mae.
Northeast Business Group on Health (NEBGH) and
AARP
collaboratively
developed a guide to
help companies create
their own caregiveremployee
workplace
policies. The free guide
is available online at
workandcaregiving.org.
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Congratulations, Julie! Congratulations, Pat!
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Northern Hills Retired School
Personnel unit helped her, and
the two-day run was a smashing
success. She also directed a
play for 16 high school students
who were in an outreach
program with the Matthews
Opera House, Spearfish.
PAT ZENT, a retired school
nurse from Rapid City, was
honored, along with Dick and
Toni Rangel, with the Hall
of Fame Acts of Excellence.
The presentation was made
November 15 by Richard
Gowen, past president of SD
School of Mines.

S WISH LIST
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When Julie retired, some
middle school students realized
she would never be their
drama coach, so they
asked her to put on
a play with them.
She took on the
project knowing
PLEASE CONTACT:
it was much
Kim Balk-Phelps
bigger than what
(605) 965-3144 or
kim.balk-phelps@chssd.org
the students
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Volunteers from the
 Star Wars, Spiderman Action Figures
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For 15 years, Pat has been
serving the homeless in Rapid
City. She meets people each
Sunday morning with a big pot
of soup and serves until the
soup is gone. She gathers snack
food, used clothing, blankets,
sleeping bags and personal
toiletries and lays them out
on a tarp for the taking. The
Black Hills Retired School
Personnel gathers materials for
Pat at their monthly meetings.
Other groups volunteer with
her on Sunday mornings when
sometimes between 400 – 500
people are fed.
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Hooray For Hollywood
SDRSP Annual Convention – Ramkota Hotel
3200 W. Maple St. Sioux Falls
May 1 – 2, 2018
Proposed Program

Monday, April 30 7:30 pm

SDRSP Board Meeting

Tuesday Morning, May 1
8:00 – 3:00 Registration at the Ramkota
(Registration form and information available in this newsletter!)
10:00
Pre-convention Tour – McCrossan Boy’s Ranch
Tuesday Afternoon
1:00
First General Session
Call to Order (President bz)
Pledge to the flag
Welcomes
Roll Call
Introduction of board members & past presidents
1:45
Tom and Tammy Roberts (Children’s Home Society)
2:30
Break (furnished by AARP)
3:00
Bev Austin – Chair Yoga
4:00
Jeff Hanson – Sculpture Walk
Tuesday Evening
6:00
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Second General Session
Social and Music
Prayer
Dinner
Announcement of Scholarship Winners
Presentation of awards
Leadership
President’s awards
Reminiscent Teacher
Speaker–National Retired Teacher President, Alfred Campos
Entertainment – John Mogen

Wednesday Morning, May 2
7:30
Unit Presidents/Representative meeting with state board
9:00

Third General Session
Memorial Service - Music by Elaine Tatge

9:30

Business Meeting
Call to Order
Officers’ Reports
Secretary
Treasurer
Board Reports
Membership
Legislative
Newsletter
Old Business
New Business
Adjourn
AARP Message
Break
SD Retirement System

10:00
10:30
11:00

Wednesday Afternoon
12:00

2:00

Luncheon Meeting
Prayer
Presentation of State Grandparent Essay Winner
Florence Krieger Award
Traveling Trophy Presentation
Closing Remarks
Closing Song
Post convention tour of the State Theater

Pg. 7

Unit News:
ABERDEEN – by Betty
Beyer
The Aberdeen Retired
School Personnel is up and
going. We have not had
many meetings because
it seems so hard to fit a
schedule for everyone.
We had a wonderful
Christmas meeting. We
ate and had a silly game
that left us laughing. We
have put out information
to all the schools about the
Grandparent Essay and are
waiting to see the results.
We will meet in February
and in April. We meet
at the Flame and have a
good social time. People
are keeping track of their
volunteer hours. We hope
to get representatives to the
convention in May.
BLACK HILLS – by Jacque
Sly
BHRSP has continued to
enjoy great programs and
fellowship each month.
The December luncheon was
a real treat with Stingbean
and Sally Svenson providing
musical entertainment.
There was toe-tapping,
head-nodding and voices
joining in as they played
Christmas songs.
January’s program included
a panel of people involved
with the media. Keeping
Us Connected was the
theme. Black Hills SD Public
Broadcasting Bureau and
the Rapid City Journal had
speakers who provided us
with a wealth of background,
challenges and future plans
of each media provider.
Members brought school
supplies which were donated
to the Cornerstone Women
and Children’s Shelter.
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February follows the theme
of Meeting Our Community
Needs. The members had
a presentation on the
Homeless Transition Campus
that is being developed in
our community. It is being
modeled after a program
in San Antonio. The HOPE
Center is another program
that provides services for
the homeless population.
There was an update on that
program, also.
March is going to Connect
Us with the Arts: a panel of
The Journey Museum, Rapid
City Library, the Dahl and
Allied Arts. Rapid City has a
wealth of opportunities for
those who enjoy the arts.
April’s program is “Get Out
and Enjoy What Rapid City
Has to Offer: the Visitor
Bureau and Visit Rapid
City.” In April there will
be a Bunco fundraiser for
those attending the SDRSP
convention. It is never too
late to have a bit of fun
mixed in with fund raising.
May is the Spring Banquet.
Winners of the Grandparent
Essay contest are
recognized. There is also a
Memorial Service.
BHRSP continues to support
the homeless project
that Pat Zent, one of our
members, leads. Each month
members bring items. Her
outreach is a bright spot in
the lives of many who are
less fortunate than you and
me.
The Keystone School project
is headed by Bonita Ley.
Her faithful commitment
throughout the years has
made the life in a one room
school come alive for the
young students currently in
our schools. Of course, one
person cannot do it alone,

so Bonita relies on the many
volunteers who help make it
happen.
HURON AREA- by Karen
Mueller
The Huron Area Retired
School Personnel people
take a winter break and
don’t meet in January or
February. We will conclude
our year with a program
about “Fairy Gardens” in
March, a program about
“Our Health” in April and a
program about the “Believe
Fest” event which is a very
successful program in Huron
to provide backpacks for
all students in the area who
need a backpack in the Fall.
MILBANK AREA – by
Rhonda Preller
Once again, it has been a
busy few months for the
MARTA. In November,
Mike Larson, MHS, NSU
graduate, fellow retiree
and world traveler, spoke
to 20 MARTA members.
His presentation, “Bhutan:
The Hidden Kingdom” was
very interesting. The small
country of Bhutan is in
South Asia near India and
Nepal. Mike and his wife,

Carol, travel extensively.
Also during November,
MARTA members teamed
up with Valley Queen
Cheese and provided cheese
sticks/crackers to Milbank
School employees and
transportation for American
Education Week.
Our Unit members brought
many toys and personal
care items for Operation
Christmas Child at our
November meeting. We
packaged five large shoe
boxes for needy children.
Last year, our boxes went
to Mexico, so who knows
where this year’s boxes will
be sent.
Besides having a fun
Christmas and “Welcome in
2018” Party, MARTA had a
December Food Drive for
the local Food Pantry. We
decorated a tree for the
Grant Country Festival of
Trees in the Court House.
Our tree’s theme was “An
Old Fashioned ChristmasTeacher Style”.
In January, MHS Principal,
Dan Snaza, accompanied two
foreign exchange students
to MARTA’s meeting. We
always enjoy hearing about
different cultures and what

SDRSP

CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM
May 1-2, 2018 Ramkota Hotel 3200 W. Maple St. Sioux Falls
“HOORAY FOR HOLLYWOOD”

Deadline for registration
April 25

Deadline for Rooms
March 31

Mail this form and check payable to
SDRSP to: Anne Maka
5101 W. 49th St.
Sioux Falls, SD 57106
Questions? 605-254-2177
Or email: makaa18@msn.com

Call and reserve your rooms at
Ramkota Hotel
605-336-0650
Ask for a room with SDRSP
$95.00 (plus tax about $107.)

NAME __________________________________ Unit __________________
ADDRESS __________________________ City, State, Zip _______________
PHONE ____________________ Email ______________________________
Name of spouse attending convention __________________________________
A. Complete Convention Registration: $50

Number ____x $50= ________

(Includes all sessions, dinner, rolls and lunch)
B. Registration by Individual Event:
Registration fee: $15

Number ____x $15= ________

(May attend all sessions - no meals)
C. Dinner @ $25.00

Number ____x $25.00= ______

D. Lunch @ $20.00

Number ____x $20.00= ______

Dinner Choice – Please select one of the following options:
____ Chicken

____Pork

____Sirloin

Convention Tours:
I/We will go to McCrossan Boys Ranch 10:00 am May 1 __yes __no How many? ___
(Cost $10.00 – Lunch included)
I/We will tour the State Theater, 2:00 pm May 2 __yes __no How many? _____
Total Fees Included ________
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Unit News, cont...
the teenagers’ impressions
are of South Dakota living.
February found us judging
dozens of Grandparent
Essays and enjoying another
party. Our February party’s
theme was “We Hate
Winter”! It was fun to
defy winter and dress up
in summer and Hawaiian
clothes. One rule: NO
bikinis!
NORTHERN HILLS – by
Julie Walkins
Our unit met in November
with Harley Schmadeke, one
of our members, sharing his
current pastime – making
wooden toys for children.
Harley is part of a group of
woodworkers who spend
time together making toys
and giving them to children
at Christmas. The group
makes thousands of toys
which bring much joy to
the lucky ones who receive
them.
In November Julie Walkins
was presented the NRTA
With Our Youth Red Wagon
Award and thanks those who
made it possible.
In January our meeting
was on a cold and icy day,
but despite the weather,
several ventured out to hear
Richard Carlson tell about
the Fassbender Pictures.
They are a collection of
photos taken by Northern
Hills photographers over
the years. They have been
purchased by the towns
of Spearfish, Lead and
Deadwood. The photos are
historical. Richard’s job
is to preserve them. He
works with volunteers who
are sorting, cataloguing,
and placing them online
which in turn makes
them available to the
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public. Richard explained
the process and shared
a few of the interesting
stories connected to
some of the photos such
as the parachutist who
accomplished his goal of
landing on top of Devil’s
Tower - but then did not
know how to get down.
Our group will meet through
May at the Spearfish Senior
Center at 1:00 the third
Monday of each month.
Everyone is invited.
PHILIP AREA
by Kay Ainslie
The Philip AARP/RSP have
hosted several speakers this
past year.
We had the administrator of
the community hospital and
a board member tell about
the financial status of the
hospital as it was in the red.
The mayor of Philip gave
an update on the progress
of our town. The business
manager of Haakon County
Schools told about the new
building and how programs
are financed. Philip
Charities has improved
the looks of the town by
tearing down old buildings,
reroofing and siding some
homes of the elderly.
Heather Sheeatz from the
Service of the Blind told
residents of equipment they
can borrow and help they
may receive in their homes.
PIERRE AREA
- by Lu Hiebel
Pierre Area Retired School
Personnel met in November
at Perkins for lunch with
the Ft Pierre and Pierre
superintendents. They sang
the praises of their staff and
gave us updates on some
of the new classes that

have been started to keep
current with our modern
world. Pierre is adding more
computer classes, and Ft
Pierre is doing a hydroponic
lab for their Ag class.
In December, we did not
have a meeting but time
flew, and soon it was time
for our January meeting.
At our meeting, Pat Baker
from the SD Arts Council,
said they are bringing in
musicians from Japan,
China, and Norway to
perform and teach in our
communities. March 4th
is the concert with the
Japanese drummers at Riggs
Auditorium. Sites to check
for more information: www.
artsmidwestworldfest.org/
muscians, www.shortgrass.
org/events.aspx?View
event=25391, and www.
shortgrassarts.org/other/
At our meeting at on
February 27th we learned
about the Helmsley Cancer
Center. It’s been springing
up before our eyes. This
winter we have had very
little snow, and they have
made remarkable progress
on the new building. Other
meetings for the rest of
the year will be Bickering
Brothers Distillery, a
business run by one of our
legal aged students. Also,
there is a trip to the Cultural
Heritage Center to meet
up with Ken Stuart to learn
some of the spicy history of
Pierre.
Then comes spring and the
convention. See you there.
SIOUX FALLS – by Sharon
Dierks
The Sioux Falls Area Retired
School Personnel is very
involved in the community.
We collect for various

organizations – calendars,
toiletries, and containers
for the Banquet, empty
toilet holders for the zoo,
Box Tops for Education
and various cards for our
Meals on Wheels program
in December. In January,
Bonnie Mehlbrech gave a
talk on her year in an Alaskan
School. In the future, we
will have a presentation
from Heather Miller from
CASA, Court Appointed
Special Advocate, Church
on the Street by Rebel Herd,
and an update of the SD
Retirement System. We end
our year with installation of
officers and a memorial and
remembrance service.
We continue to work with
the Community Presence
group. Some of our projects
include serving at the Bishop
Dudley Hospitality House,
treats for Vets, a meal for
Ronald McDonald House,
Fraud Watch presentations,
the Lunch is Served program
and working at Free Friday
Coffees. We are very
grateful to be able to help
with these very worthwhile
projects.
We are looking forward to
hosting the state convention
in Sioux Falls May 1 – 2, 2018
- “Hooray for Hollywood.”
VERMILLION/SE AREA
by Sharon Donahoe
Our group had their
September 13 meeting at
the public library where
we had “Show and Tell” of
members’ summer activities
and a State Convention
report. On October 11 we
again met at the library
where local pharmacist
Matt Lavin gave a program
on current Medicare part
D issues and answered

members questions. Our
November 8 meeting
program was an introduction
to the new Vermillion
schools superintendent,
Damon Alvey, who gave an
interesting talk about his
background and his vision
for our schools. We took the
months of December and
January off. On Valentines
Day we met at the new
Dakota First Bank where we
visited the new BRU2 coffee
shop for refreshments and
then met in their community
meeting room for a book
exchange, socializing, and
business meeting.
WATERTOWN AREA- by
Denise Ottenbacher
Our WARSP group has been

busy having fun and learning.
In December, we kicked
off the holiday season with
our local officers treating
the group to brunch. State
President Bill Zubke taught the
group how to make yummy
microwave caramels and then
we had a “white elephant”
Christmas gift exchange.
“Off the Wall” was the
program for February.
Photos, paintings, ceramic
pieces and a 3-dimensional
item were displayed,
and later the history or
significance of each article
was discussed. The items
ranged from a purple and
gold blood and heart photo
authorized by a member’s
cardiac doctor to a family
hand Christmas tree.
Still to come for our
group are student
presentations
and musical
performances and
a field trip to the
Vinegar Museum.
WINNER AREA- by
Donna Brozik and
Sharon Littau
We are busy with
our service projects.
Cards and bingo
at the nursing
home are enjoyed
by both residents
and our members
who volunteer.
The school back
program which our
members help with
is in
full swing. It is
fun to see fellow
teachers and the
students. The
schoolhouse at
the Tripp County
Museum has been
cleaned and items

stored away for the winter
months.
For our December meeting
member, Trena Vandenbark,
shared two beautiful stories
that related to earlier times
in our area. Our group also
decorated a tree for the
Christmas at the Courthouse
display.
Our January meeting found
members making Valentines
for the residents of our
local long term care center.
The Valentines will be used
to decorate the center’s
bulletin board which ARSPA
decorates each month.
The Valentines will then be
distributed to each individual
resident.
In February we honored
the local winners of the
Grandparent Essay Contest,
and they shared their essays
with us. At the March
meeting we will be hearing
from a local resident on the
ancestry research she has
done. In April we will hear
from the communications
director of the hospital on
the progress of the building
project.
At every meeting we enjoy
the fellowship of the people
who have spent time working
with the youth in our
communities.
YANKTON- by Donna
Fischer
Yankton Area RSP meets six
times a year – September
through November and
April through June. We have
a number of “snow birds”
among our membership so
this schedule works best for
us.
Our motto this year is
“Honor the Past; Savor
the Present; Embrace the
Future” which is reflected in

our program choices.
In September, Yankton
School District Activities
Director Ryan Mors updated
us on activities as well as
facilities in our district, the
most notable of which is the
updated, totally renovated
football/soccer facility at
historic Crane Youngworth
Field.
In October we switched
our focus to the past with a
program entitled “Remember
When” presented by Francis
Serr, a former teacher/
debate coach and a fine
amateur historian.
The November meeting
featured Mike Burgeson, a
Yankton Police Department
detective, updating us on
current crime fighting
methods both locally and
regionally.
This spring we look forward
to Mallory Schmidt, Yankton
High School art instructor,
filling us in on innovations in
the arts in our school system,
and Park Ranger Karla J.
Zeutenhorst presenting a
look back at the construction
of Gavins Point Dam.
Altogether, these programs
will help us to honor our
heritage in this community,
the “Mother City of the
Dakotas” and will help ensure
we keep abreast of what’s
happening in our schools and
community.
Our members are also active
serving as volunteers in the
schools, churches, hospital
and nursing homes, just a few
opportunities we embrace.
We also help deliver Meals on
Wheels and participate in the
Sack Pack program. All in all,
we remain an active, involved
entity in our little corner of
the state.
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Unit Leadership

karenmueller@hur.midco.
net

ABERDEEN
Ron Johnson
1710 Royal Road
Aberdeen, SD 57401
605-225-7968
ronjohnson15@abe.midco.
net

MADISON
DeAnn Molksness
1023 S Egan Ave
Madison, SD 57042
605-256-3199
dmolksness@hotmail.com

BLACK HILLS
Jacque Sly
22560 Potter Rd
Rapid City, SD 57702
605-343-4956
Jsly@q.com
BROOKINGS
Nancy Fixen
20619 469th Ave
Brookings, SD 570061309
605-693-4075
nfixen@itctel.com
HURON AREA
Karen Mueller
353 McClellan Dr
Huron, SD 57350
605-352-2129

MILBANK AREA
Rhonda Preller
605 Fairview St
Milbank, SD 57252
605-438-4388
rrprel@aol.com
MITCHELL AREA
NORTHERN HILLS
Co-Presidents
Julie Walkins
3120 Hillsview Road
Spearfish, SD 57783
605-642-2454
walkinsfam@rushmore.
com
Connie Hyde
2322 Windmill Dr
Spearfish, SD 57783

605-722-3191
chyde39@gmail.com
OAHE (MOBRIDGE)
Fay Jackman
1925 W Grand Crossing
Mobridge, SD 57601
605-850-8421
fay.jackman@gmail.com

37192 167th St
Zell, SD 57469
605-460-2087
rdzens@nrctv.net
Marlene Eimers
1517 E Second St
Redfield, SD 57469
605-450-7603
eimers@centurylink.net

PHILIP AREA
Mike West
Box 430
Philip, SD 57567
605-859-2213
cmmmwest@gwtc.net

SIOUX FALLS
Cathy Anderson
925 S. 4th Ave.
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
605-338-7053
cander451@msn.com

PIERRE AREA
Co-Presidents
Lu Heibel
1120 E Park St
Pierre, SD 57501
605-224-2834
vennieh@pie.midco.net

SOUTHEAST AREA
(VERMILLION)
Sharon Donahoe
215 Anderson
Vermillion, SD 47069
605-658-0319
sdonahoe@midco.net

Mary Jo Johnson

WATERTOWN
Co-Presidents
Denise Ottenbacher
1103 6th Ave NE
Watertown, SD 57201

REDFIELD AREA
Co-Presidents
Deann Zens

605-882-2295
denise8087@gmail.com
Pam Raeder
1401 6th Ave NE
Watertown, SD 57201
605-881-1542
praeder@hotmail.com
WINNER AREA
Co-Presidents
Jan Ringstmeyer
27968 318th Ave
Winner, SD 57580
rjringstmeyer@
goldenwest.net
605-842-5537
Donna Brozik
32097 279th St
Winner, SD 57580
605-840-4517
mdbrozik@gwtc.net
YANKTON AREA
David and Donna Fischer
2209 Burleigh, Apt 109
Yankton, SD 57058
605-661-2616
ddfisch@vyn.midco.net

