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Legislative Report
by Dr. Hank Kosters

There are five retirement bills before the Legislature this session.
Each bill must clear five significant
hurdles to become law: 1 pass
the committee in the house of
origin, 2 receive a favorable vote
in the house of origin, 3 pass the
committee in the second house,
4 receive a favorable vote in the
second house, and 5 be signed by
the Governor.
SB 40 is an act to allow a surviving
spouse of a member of the SDRS
to elect a reduced benefit prior
to age 65 under certain circumstance. SB 41 is an act to revise
the obsolete definitions in statute
of penitentiary staff for purposes
of administering the SDRS. SB
42 is an act to permit certain cement plant employees and surviving spouses to elect a lump sum
trustee to trustee payment in lieu
of monthly benefit payments. SB
43 is an act to revise the calculation
of disability benefits and certain
death benefits of SDRS members.
All four of these bills have cleared
hurdles 1, 2, and 3 and will be dealt
within the House in early March
and no problems are anticipated.
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Convention News

Theme: Ride With Us

Dara Dann, Washington, DC is scheduled to speak at our first general session.

Dara Lenhof Dann is the vice president for the NRTA:
AARP’s Educator Community.
AARP’s Educator Community is a division of AARP and
is the nation’s largest organization serving the interests
and needs of 50+ educators.
Her career spans over 15 years working to strengthen
nonprofit organizations that help protect and build
assets for Americans. Dara is a seasoned professional
with progressive experience in administration, advocacy and grassroots mobilization, project supervision
and management, coalition building and media relations. She has a bachelor
degree in journalism and political science from Marquette University.
Following the break:
Sara Jennings, Director of AARP, South Dakota, will Address the topic:
Fraud Watch.
At the Third General Session:
Rob Wylie, Executive Director of SDRS, will give a report on the SD Retirement System.
Mr. Wylie has a bachelor’s degree in economics from South
Dakota State University and an MBA from the University of
South Dakota. SDRS currently has over 77,000 members,
nearly $10.0 billion Rob has been the Executive Director/Administrator of the South Dakota Retirement System (SDRS)
since 2003 and has worked at SDRS for over thirty years.
In addition to his duties as SDRS Executive Director, Mr.
Wylie is a member of the South Dakota Investment Council,
which oversees the investments of all State of South Dakota
trust assets.
Mr. Wylie is active in several national public pension organizations including
the National Association of State Retirement Administrators (NASRA) and the
National Council on Teacher Retirement (NCTR). He is a NASRA Regional Vice
President and member of the NASRA Executive Committee and currently serves
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SB 152 is an act to make a $5.6
million appropriation to fully
fund the Cement Plant Retirement Plan (CPRP), to consolidate
the SPRP and the SDRS and to
declare an emergency. This bill
came from the Governors Office
and requires a 2/3 majority vote
due to the $ amount and the
emergency clause. This bill has
cleared hurdles 1, 2, and 3 and
is in the House Appropriations
Committee awaiting a hearing.
As a Governors bill it has a good
chance for success.

The object of the South
Dakota Retired Teachers
Association is:
• to promote the social,
economic and professional
welfare of retired teachers
of the state
• to maintain affiliation with the
National Retired
Teachers Association (NRTA)
Division of AARP and to
cooperate with it by promoting
membership, legislation,
national programs and projects
of NRTA
• to help retired teachers maintain
identity with the
teaching profession and to
		promote improvements in
		education

“If you find a path with no obstacles, it probably
doesn’t lead anywhere.” –Frank A. Clark
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as Chairman of the NCTR Administrator Education Committee. Mr. Wylie sits
on the GASB Pension Accounting & Financial Reporting Implementation Guide
Advisory Committee, was South Dakota’s delegate to the 2006 National Summit on Retirement Savings and is a former member of the Government Finance
Officers Association Committee on Retirement and Benefit Administration.
Mr. Wylie has a bachelor’s degree in economics from South Dakota State
University and an MBA from the University of South Dakota. SDRS currently
has over 77,000 members, nearly $10.0 billion in assets and pays over $400
million in annual benefits to former South Dakota public employees.
Prior to the Luncheon on Wednesday, Paavo Rasmussen will portray a
Sioux Falls historical founder.
Paavo Rasmussen grew up in Rapid City and Aberdeen, South Dakota, graduating from Stevens High School. He then went on to attend the University of
Minnesota where he studied History and Political Science. Paavo moved to
Sioux Falls to work for the Siouxland Heritage Museums where he is currently
in the Education Department. Among many other programming, research
and writing projects, Paavo heads up the museums’ theater outreach. Writing and directing two shows a year a murder mystery at the Pettigrew Home
and Museum and the Ghosts and Graves tour of a local cemetery. He is also
active with in local theater, particularly the Sioux Empire Community Theatre.
Our convention will end with the reading of the Grandparent Essay by State
winner and the presentation of awards. Plan To Enjoy The Ride With Us
Throughout the convention.

From Diana Glover
Volunteer Executive Director
South Dakota Retired Teachers Association
In mid-summer, one of my top priorities was to have 2 sofas reupholstered. That priority was quickly replaced when I was diagnosed with
lung cancer in August. Now my
priorities include special time with
family and friends, “taking care of
business” and getting to my chemo
treatments. I am thankful for each
day, and at this time, late-February,
I feel good and am energetic.
I have dropped several of my volunteer activities, but my SD Retired
Teachers duties are still a top priority that I will hang onto as much and
as long as possible. This association means a lot to me, as does my
monthly benefit from the SD Retirement System. I know I’m “preaching
to the choir” here, but personally, I
think every SD retired educator (including support personnel) should
be willing to pay the $15 state annual dues to SD Retired Teachers
Association in thanks to those who
initiated our great system, to those
who manage our investments and
to those who lobby for us in Pierre
during the legislature.

Thanks to Dr. Hank Kosters, our
SDRTA volunteer legislative chair,
who spends hours monitoring bills
and testifying when necessary on our
behalf. Thanks, too, to Eric Nelson,
our AARP Director for Advocacy,
who is in Pierre working on issues
important to all senior citizens.
We, who are “members of the choir”,
must preach to the non-members.
Let them know that one assurance
of that retirement check is belonging
to an association that monitors legislation concerning our retirement
system. Besides that, there are the
social rewards and participating in
great projects such as our scholarships, grandparent essay contest,
volunteering locally and serving at
the state level.
Priorities? Yes, paying my SDRTA
dues each year will always be a priority for me and also a privilege.
Some priorities can change, like
reupholstering sofas, but not my
SDRTA involvement!

Pre and Post Convention Events
Pre-Convention Tour - “Phillips (Avenue) to the Falls” Tuesday, May 6th,
10:30 a.m.
Sioux Falls is named for the falls of
the Big Sioux River. For centuries,
those falls have been the center of
life for Native Americans, early European settlers and citizens of today. As visitors to the largest city in
our state, we have the opportunity to
visit this beautiful site on a tour with
Kevin Gansz who will meet us at the
observation tower at 10:45. Kevin is
the curator of education at Siouxland
Heritage Museum.
We may walk the one mile or car pool
from the lobby of the Holiday Inn.
We will leave the hotel lobby at 10:30
a.m. Tuesday, May 6th. After Kevin’s
presentation, you may look around
more and plan to have lunch in the

				

by Diana Glover

Overlook Cafe if you wish.
The park includes 123 acres where
one can see the remains of the
Queen Bee Mill, the Light and Power
Company (now the cafe), sculptures,
the horse barn, an open air shelter
and the Tower Visitor Center.
Post-Convention Tour - Saint Joseph’s Cathedral, 523 N Duluth 2:00
p.m. Wednesday, May 7
When the luncheon activities are finished, you are invited to join a scheduled tour at the Cathedral highlighting the skyline of Sioux Falls - Saint
Joseph’s Cathedral. It will be a short
drive from the Holiday Inn.
Back in 1915 the then Bishop
O’Gorman participated in the dedication of a new cathedral in St. Paul.
He decided it
was also time to
build a cathedral
in Sioux Falls.
Construction began that same
year on the site
of the former St.
Michael’s church.
Four years later
it was dedicated; cost was
$390,000. There
have been sig-

nificant changes including the $16
million renovation finished in 2013.
You will be awed by the renovated
frescoes and imported Italian marble on the floors, altar and pillars of
this unique and magnificent treasure. Seven bishops have occupied
the cathedra, the bishop’s chair,
during the past 90 years.
On your convention registration
form, please indicate your plans
for these 2 tours. Of course, if you
aren’t sure and decide last minute,
you will be welcomed to join the
groups.

Summer Dates:

SDRTA Board Meeting – Ramkota, Pierre
Wednesday, July 16, 11 AM Central Time

Workshops

Brookings, First Lutheran Church
Tuesday, August 5, 1:00 PM Central Time
Rapid City, AARP Information Office, Rushmore Mall
Tuesday, August 14, 1:00 PM Mountain Time
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SDRTA Elected and
Appointed Officers
2012-2014
President Nancy May
4619 Bellewood Dr., Rapid City, SD 57702
605-718-0666
nancymay@rushmore.com
Past President Pat Johnson
1226 E. Kemp Ave, Watertown, SD 57201
605-886-8756
sdpjohnson@mac.com
President-Elect Betty Beyer
1508 Northview Ln, Aberdeen, SD 57401
605-725-5510; 605-290-0215 (cell)
bjb61@nvc.net
Vice-President Kay Ainslie
Box 182, Philip, SD 57547			
605-859-2670; 605-441-2449
kainslie@gwtc.net
Secretary Leni Healy
4206 S. Minnesota Ave
Sioux Falls, SD 57105
605-360-8949
CLHealy@aarp.org
Treasurers Ron and Gloria Riherd
3945 Corral Dr, Rapid City, SD 57702
605-343-3221
riherglo@netscape.net
Membership
Bill and Cathy Zubke
417 N Broadway, Watertown, SD 57201
605-886-8637
calz45@hotmail.com, Cathy
bzubke@hotmail.com, Bill
Community/Health Services
Marrietta Catlin
321 N Taylor, Pierre, SD 57501
605-224-7815
mcatlin@pie.midco.net
Publicity/Newsletter
Merry Bleeker
1012 Woodview Dr. # 18
Pierre, SD 57501
605-224-8423
lbleeker@pie.midco.net
Legislation Henry “Hank” Kosters
326 S. Jackson, Pierre, SD 57501
605-224-1825
hank.g.kosters@gmail.com
Executive Director Diana Glover
4781 Sturgis Rd, Rapid City, SD 57702
605-787-4631
dnglover9@gmail.com
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Message
From the President
Dear South Dakota Retired Teachers,
The GOOD NEWS is: Spring is
coming! The BAD NEWS is we
can’t confirm the date. However,
by early May we should be enjoying spring weather, and I invite
you to please RIDE WITH US to
the annual SDRTA Convention
May 6th and 7th in Sioux Falls.
The Sioux Falls committee of
Gretchen Tweet, Sharon Dierks,
and Leni Healy, chaired by Cathy
Anderson has been very busy
organizing and arranging music,
programs and speakers. Words
are inadequate to express my
thanks for the fantastic job they
have done for convention planning. Note the agenda in this
newsletter and you will agree.
When Betty Beyer, PresidentElect, and I got off a Carousel
ride at the CW Parker Carousel
Museum in Leavenworth, Kansas, while touring on Pat and
Annette’s Fall Trip to Kansas
City, we said, “Ride with Us”
and decided that would be the
theme for this year’s convention.
I am asking Units to bring travel
displays from the unit to view
at the convention. Also, I wish
to mention the possibility of a
European River Tour in 2014 or
15, (maybe from Amsterdam to
Budapest). Collette Travels will
put a package together for us if
there is interest. I will bring this
up at the convention.
Several rode with us to Lobby
Day, and it was certainly a suc-

cess in my book. Thanks to AARP
for sponsoring this yearly event.
Again, I think our numbers do
count, and that’s why membership is so important. We can
show our clout by being there
and showing our strength in
numbers
As you prepare for awards, contests, and the convention, please
remember to check the SDRTA
website at sdrta.net for information. The deadline for submission
for awards, scholarships, and unit
reports is April 5th.
Betty Beyer and I will attend
the National Retired Teachers
Regional Conference in Phoenix March 3—6. We hope to
bring some new ideas regarding
membership retention and life
reimagined from the meeting.
Please continue to support your
local unit as well as the State
RTA Organization. We appreciate
your membership and support.
Looking forward to seeing you in
May and sharing news from the
retirement system, the regional
meeting, and your travel experiences. Thank you for all you
do for your community and for
education.
“As much as we need a prosperous economy, We also need a
prosperity of kindness and decency.”
Caroline Kennedy, Ambassador
to Japan

Thanks For The Ride
By Marrietta Catlin SDRTA Community Service Chair

“Don’t cry because it’s over
Just smile because it happened.”
(Dr. Seuss)
The above quote by Dr. Seuss
says a lot regarding my feelings
about my service to SDRTA for the
past eight years as your Community Service/Health chairperson.
I first served under my sister and
mentor Dr. Charollene Coates,
then under SDRTA Presidents Al
Price, Pat Johnson and presently
under Nancy May. As a retired
elementary teacher, I remember
how much my students enjoyed
the Dr. Seuss books I read to
them. I also recall how much my
two sons when they were little,
could recite parts of the Dr. Seuss
books by heart as they enjoyed
listening to the Seuss books over
and over again. I truly am smiling
because it did happen to me and
I have enjoyed the carousel ride
with all of you.
Perhaps some of you retired
teachers have read the book Life
Reimagined by Richard J. Leider
or Jane Pauley’s book Your Life
Calling. Both books share how
one can discover one’s life in different ways by exploring new life
possibilities. Jane Pauley served
as co-host of Dateline NBC, then
co-host of NBC’s Today Show

and was diagnosed with bipolar
disorder in 2001. She found herself unemployed, middle-aged
and at a loss of what to do next..
She soon found her dream job as
she currently hosts a segment on
NBC’s Today Show called “Life
Reimagined” where she shares
stories of people 50+ who are
trying new things in life such as
starting a new career or pursing
their dreams.
I am going to let a new face take
over my duties as Community
Service/Health Chairperson for
SDRTA after our convention. It
has been such a pleasure serving you but I also know it is time
for a change as we “Reimagine”
our organization for the year
ahead. Perhaps some of Richard
J. Leider’s guidelines for finding
new possibilities in our personal
lives may also be helpful in our
organization as we ask ourselves
What is Next? We may need to
Reflect on our journey ahead for
the next year as we continue to
Connect with all of our units, Explore some new possibilities for
our organization, Choose what
does and does not work for our

group, Repack or Rethink what
essentials we wish to accomplish
in the year ahead to keep our local units and SDRTA going and
growing and lastly to ACT on our
commitments to discover new
possibilities.
Again this year, our local units
and state organization have been
most generous with their volunteer service to others. Keep up
the great work! I hope to see
many of you at the SDRTA convention in Sioux Falls as we enjoy
The Ride together. I’d like to close
with a quote by Rich DeVos as we
plan for the year ahead following
our convention in May. “The only
things that stand between a person or an organization and what
they want to accomplish are the
will to try new things and the faith
to believe in new possibilities.”
What’s next for you? What’s next
for SDRTA?
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How Well Do You Know SD Towns?
Donations to Scholarship
Fund of SD Retired
Teachers Association

1. Not sharp
2. A sour fruit

Thank You for All the Donations
			
➣
Shirley Eisnach

4. A beverage
➣

in Memory of
• Keith Coates

7. What you want to be in a contest

• Keith Coates
• Peg Logan

• Bernie Stocking

SDRTA Bus Trip
Directors and
Travelers

8. A clear body of water

in Memory of

9.

• Diane Medhaug
(1953 -2013)

10. The sides of a building

Rural occupation

11. Thieves

Dennis & Shirley 		
Eisnach

in Memory of

5. A journey
6. A carpenter’s tool

➣
Watertown Area
Retired Teachers

Pat Johnson

in Memory of

➣

Pierrre Area
Retired Teacjers
in Memory of
• Jean Keeler

• Margaret Logan
➣

3. A rotten log

Retired Teachers
Associations from:
• Bennett County

12. A quilled animal
13. A potato chip in a can
14. A face on Mt. Rushmore

• Watertowm Area

15. The president before Reagan
16. Another name for a buffalo
ANSWERS LISTED ON PAGE 14
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A truly
happy
person is one who
can enjoy the
scenery on a
detour.

Reminiscent Teacher Essays
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

Greetings to you all! Wow, what
a winter we have had. I am sure
we are all looking forward to
warm weather and sunshine.
Convention time is getting nearer and so far I have only received
two retired teacher essays. We
have to get busy! I want to be
able to put out all the wonderful
memories that you have. Everyone has something to reminisce
about: When you started teach-

ing? What kind of salary did you
get? What were the children
like? What kind of programs did
you take part in? I could go on
and on and I know that you all
could also.
So please, get in gear and fill my
mailbox or e-mail up so we can
share them.
Also we need to let our teachers who are going onwards with

We could learn a lot
from
crayons. Some are sharp,
some are pretty and
some are dull. Some
have weird names and
all are different colors, but they all have
to live in the same box.

Join
Today!

their education, that we have
two scholarships available.
Go to the SDRTA website, get
the information or direct them
to do so. It is a wonderful opportunity for them.
So, everyone, let’s get busy and
I look forward to hearing from
many of you and seeing you at
Convention in Sioux Falls.
Betty Beyer

“If you find a
path with no
obstacles, it
probably doesn’t
lead anywhere.”
–Frank A. Clark

Yes, I want to join the South Dakota Retired
Teachers Association
Name________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City ________________________ State________ Zip ________
Phone ________________ Email _________________________
I would like to receive the online newsletter
Send this form and $15 (annual state dues) to:
Gloria Riherd
3945 Corral Dr.
Rapid City, SD 57702
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2014 SDRTA CONVENTION,
SIOUX FALLS
HOLIDAY INN,
SIOUX FALLS-CITY CENTER

FIRST GENERAL SESSION
		

Palisades Room, 1st Floor

1:00 Call to order - Nancy May
		
President, SD Retired Teachers
Opening Prayer – Mary Ulrich
		
Southeast (Vermillion) Retired 			
		Teachers
Pledge and Song – Sioux Falls RTA
Welcome – Mike Huether
		
Sioux Falls Mayor
Welcome – Cathy Anderson, President
Sioux Falls Area Retired Teachers
Roll Call/Units – Leni Healy,
		
Secretary, SDRTA
Introduction of Board Members –
President Nancy May

MONDAY, MAY 5
7:30 P.M. SDRTA BOARD MEETING
		
IN THE CASCADE ROOM

1:45 Message from National VP
		
Dara Dann, Washington, DC
		
National Retired Teachers 			
		Association
		
Introduced by Diana Glover

TUESDAY, May 6
10:00 – 12:30 REGISTRATION
		 The Atrium of Holiday Inn
Pick up name tags. Fee - $45 per
person, includes Tues. dinner and
Wednesday lunch (Pre-registration
form and fees due to Gretchen Tweet
by April 25th)

2:45 Break
3:15 Fraud Watch
Sarah Jennings, Director
		
AARP, South Dakota
		
Introduced by Marrietta Catlin

Travel displays may be set up in the
Atrium.

- Visit Travel and Reminiscent Teacher
Displays -

10:30 PRE-CONVENTION EVENT
Phillips to Falls Park
Sioux Falls history tour with Kevin Gansz
Meet in lobby for carpooling
Lunch on your own

SECOND GENERAL SESSION
Starlite Room, 2nd Floor

5:30 Social
5:45 – 6:20 Music by John Mogen
Prayer - Yankton Retired Teachers

“RI
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Music by the cast of Les Miserables 		
– local actors from the Sioux Empire
Community Theatre - Introduced by
Leni Healy
Announcement of Scholarship Winners President-Elect Betty Beyer

WEDNESDAY, May 7
7:00 – 8:45 Continental Breakfast in
Starlite Room, thanks to SD AARP
7:30 – 8:30 Past State Presidents’
Breakfast in Grille 100 Restaurant
Greeter – Al Price
7:30 - Unit Presidents/Representative
Meeting with state board officers
Cascade Room

THIRD GENERAL SESSION

Starlite Room, 2nd Floor

9:00 Memorial Service
Conducted by Kay Ainslie,
(V. Pres.), and assistants
Marimba Music- Mary Ann Hofer,
Sioux Falls
BUSINESS MEETING
		
President Nancy May
Minutes – Leni Healy, Secretary
Treasurer’s Report/ Budget
		
Ron and Gloria Riherd
Membership Report
		
Bill and Cathy Zubke
Legislative Report – Dr. Kosters
Newsletter Report – Merry Bleeker
Community Service Report and
“With Our Youth” Awards –
Marrietta Catlin
SDRTA Bus Trip Report 		
Pat Johnson and Annette Belkonen
Other Reports
Nominations – Pat Johnson
Presentation of Slate of Officers
Continuing Business
New Business – Election of Officers
10:00 – AARP Message – Sarah Jennings

10:30 – SD Retirement System Report Rob Wylie, Executive Director of
SDRS Introduced by Dr. Hank Kosters
11:00 – 11:15 Break
11:15 – Paavo Rasmussen portraying a
Sioux Falls historical founder
12:00

Luncheon Meeting
Starlite Room, 2nd Floor

Prayer – Elaine Brown,
		
Madison Area Retired Teachers
Lunch
Introduction of AARP 			
Grandparent Essay Winner 		
– Donna Fischer, 			
Committee Chair, Yankton
Reading of Essay by State 			
Winner
Awards by President Nancy May
		
Leadership Awards
		
President’s Awards
Reminiscent Teacher Awards
Florence Krieger Award
		
presented by Bill and Cathy 			
Zubke
Traveling Trophy – Kay Ainslie
		
Installation of Officers –
		
Pat Johnson
Closing Remarks – Nancy May, 			
Past-Pres.
Remarks – Betty Beyer,
		
Incoming President
Traveling Song – led by Sioux Falls 		
RTA
Please hand in evaluations; adjournment
Post Convention Event; 2:00; meet in
lobby for carpooling to Saint Joseph’s Cathedral, 523 N. Duluth
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Unit News From Across The State

SIOUX FALLS AREA

BRRRRRRR……..It has been a cold,
blustery winter, but as we make
plans to host the State Retired
Teachers’ Convention on May 6-7,
the idea of warmer weather and
visitors coming to Sioux Falls is
extremely exciting. We are busy
planning for a fun and informative convention.
We invite you
to come early, stay late and enjoy
some popular sites in Sioux Falls.
The theme for the convention is
“Ride With Us”, so join with your
fellow members and RIDE to Sioux
Falls.
We continue to have great turnouts for our monthly programs. In
January Superintendent Dr. Pam
Homan reported on the stateof-the-schools in Sioux Falls. On
that same day, a bus load of AARP
and retired teacher members left
for Pierre for Lobby Day. It was a
cold day, but lots of warm conversation on the bus and with legislators during the day. At our February meeting, David Jal told us his
inspiring story of being one of the

Lost Boys of the Sudan. He wrote
a book about his journey to help
raise money to build a school in his
hometown. It was a very inspiring
story of his experiences from childhood to adulthood arriving in Sioux
Falls. He praised teachers many,
many times for providing him with
an education, and stress their importance in his lifetime.
Coming up in March will be an update from Tammy Otten, an investment officer with the South Dakota
Retirement System. This spring
we will hear from Family Connections, a place where families can
stay while visiting family members
who are inmates at the State Penitentiary. We donated money and
board games for the children there
at Christmas time for one of our
projects. We always conclude our
year with a very touching Memorial Service to remember members
who have passed away this year.
We also honor members’ family
members that have passed away.

We continute working with the
Sioux Falls AARP Chapter on the
Community Presence projects that
we have organized. Our main
theme for the year is “Feeding the
Mind and Body.” We are working
with Groundworks to help a school
with their planting projects. We
provided a meal for the Ronald
McDonad House and plan to do
more. We will be serving breakfast
at The Banquet and help prepare
sack lunches at Lunch Is Served
this spring. We also plan on having a food drive for Feeding South
Dakota and the Sioux Falls Food
Pantry. There will be many projects
throughout the year to benefit that
theme. Members have been very
generous with their time, talent,
and treasures.
We continue to hold our monthly
meetings on the fourth Tuesday
of most months at the Royal Fork
Buffet Restaurant, located behind
the Empire Mall. Our meetings are
from 11:00-1:00. All are welcome
to join us.

BLACK HILLS
The Black Hills Unit has had some
excellent programs this Winter
at our meetings. In February,
Dixie Serr lined up a presentation on the Mountain Lion in the
Black Hills by the Outdoor campus. Our March program was
given by Craig Lewis. He spoke
on information about The Stavekirk Norwegian Church. To finish
out the year, our April program
will be information on “Green
Cemetaries” by Dr. Ken Vogele
from South Dakota School of
10

Mines and Technology.
Our Unit continues to volunteer with various projects. Eight
members helped Prime the walls
for painting at the Boys Club for
Day of Service in February. In
April, some members will be
helping with the Kids Fair.
A Bunco party is being planned
for April. This will also be a fundraiser to help defray expenses
for members attending the State
Conference in May.

Time is one of the
most precious
ingredients. Every
day brings 86,400
seconds…whatever isn’t used is
lost forever.

PIERRE AREA
We had a really great meeting in November. We met out
at View 34 for lunch, had our
business meeting and then
our program was Wayne Carney, Executive Director of the
SDHSAA. He spoke to us and
answered questions regarding the duties of the Activities
Association, venues for the
various athletic events (including the possibility of having all
the basketball tournaments in
Sioux Falls), the current discussion about transgender athletes,
and several other topics. He did an
awesome job and the members really
appreciated his presentation.
We decided to do a first for PARTA in
December and that was to have an
open house hosted by the officers. It
was held at the home of co-president

Carol Pickering on December 11th
from 1:00-3:00. The officers, plus several other members, had a variety of
Yuletide treats (including Ruth Rehn’s
rum balls—yummy!), punch and coffee.
It was so well attended and had such
positive feedback, that we’re considering making it an annual event.

We met for breakfast at Perkins
restaurant at 9:00. We reported
to the unit that our sponsorships
of Community Presence grants to
Fort Pierre, Blunt and Highmore
were successful. Our program was
a report from our two legislative
liaisons, Jim Hansen and Hank
Kosters, which informed us as to
current and upcoming legislation
affecting seniors and education in
South Dakota. We expect to hear
more from them at our February
meeting. Then we adjourned so
members could attend the Lobby
Day events at the Capitol.

January 28th we held our meeting in
conjunction with AARP’s Lobby Day.

February’s meeting will be held at
the SD Discovery Center and will
feature two members, Vennie and Lu
Heibel, giving a presentation on the
solar system. We are looking forward
to that on the 25th.

ing room tables at the Elder Inn and
Golden Prairie Manor. We learned
that we have some truly creative and
talented members.

who was named the oldest alumnus
of Springfield College during the
summer of 2013. She celebrated her
102nd birthday this last August.

The feature of our February meeting
was the introduction of our Grandparent Essay winners and their families and the joy of hearing them read
their essays to the group. We had
over 60 children who entered the
contest this year. The local newspaper publishes the three winners
along with pictures of the grandparents.

Raymalee Adams was born on August 5, 1911, in Tripp County and
graduated from Winner High School
in 1929.
That fall she attended
Southern State College in Springfield for one term and then started
teaching in a rural school near Keya
Paha, South Dakota. She completed
her two-year certificate in 1932, and
taught in the Winner School for two
years. She married George Fladebo
in 1935 and went on to teach in Valentine, Nebraska for 20 years. She
earned her degree in August of 1962
and retired in 1977. Two of Raymalee’s five children also have degrees from Southern State College.
She moved back to Winner in 1988
where she still lives in her own home.

WINNER AREA
November proved to be a very busy
month for our Unit. We were privileged to have several of the oral
interp students share their contest
selections with our group at the November meeting. Volunteers from
the unit worked as Salvation Army
Bell Ringers for one day at the Shopko store. We also had members who
volunteered to judge the county
commissioner sponsored Christmas
Essay Contest. We decorated a tree
to represent WARTA for “Christmas
in the Courthouse” with the ornaments being a variety of school supplies.
Our December meeting was our annual Christmas Party with a white elephant gift exchange game that was
a hit with the members. In addition,
each member brought several items
of non-perishable items for the local
food pantry. Two large boxes of a
variety of food was gathered and delivered.
At our January meeting we had an
enjoyable time using donated artificial flowers, greenery, and mugs
to create center pieces for the din-

Our unit meets on the third Wednesday of the month at 11:00 a.m. at the
Senior Citizen’s center for our business meeting, program, and lunch.
Winner Member is Oldest
Alumnus
We are proud
to have in our
membership,
Raymalee
( A d a m s )
Fladebo,

Always keep your words
soft and sweet, just in case
you have to eat them.
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OARTA NEWS (MOBRIDGE, SELBY, POLLOCK AREA)
Oahe Area Retired Teacher
Association had a good year
of eventful projects with new
members joining for a total of
34 members. The Retired Teachers went to a nearby apple orchard and hand-picked the
apples for American Education
Week, which was a very enjoyable project. This picture shows
the apples that were picked at
the nearby Krause Orchard with
the help of the owner. Later the
group distributed an apple with
a greeting card to each teacher

at the Mobridge-Pollock School,
and the Selby Area School for
Teacher Appreciation Week.
One of our biggest projects
this year was helping with the
Smarts Challenge, a school project in which eight surrounding
schools and 150 students came
to Mobridge to compete in science related activities for a day.
This group of retired teachers
helped the Mobridge-Pollock
science teachers host the event
with measuring, recording, picture taking, etc. It was a busy,
fun filled day of great science
events including mousetrap car
racing, airplane racing, thinking
and solving problem activities,
cantilever, construction activities, etc. But, boy, at the end
of the day, we realized we were
retired for a reason!
This year we were given a grant
from our local Chamber of Commerce to help the community in
various ways. One way we did
that was to purchase flags for
12
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our schools so that each classroom would have a flag. Here is
our president, Lowell Looyenga,
giving the flags to Supt. Tim
Frederick of the Mobridge-Pollock School. We purchased a total of 34 flags, and the CTE students made stands for the flags.
Diane Stroh presented the flags
to the Selby Area Supt. Darrel
McFarland also.
(Supt.
Tim Frederick on
the
left
and Pres.
Lowell
Looyenga
on
the
right.)
Other projects we were involved with this year included
the Grandparent Essay Contest,
helping the museum with a financial donation, a Christmas tree
project, attending Lobby Day
in Pierre, sponsoring awards to
students for the local Art Show,
giving financially to help sponsor the Robotics activities at the
school, etc.
In May we are planning to visit a historical country school in
nearby Corson County, and we
plan to take our own sack lunch.
It should be fun.
Jane Looyenga, Secretary for
OARTA

The Madison Area Retired Teachers met February 24 at Nicky’s for
a Dutch Lunch with nine members
attending. President, Elaine Brown,
opened the meeting with a poem
and thanked the committee for
planning the Christmas party in
Dec. and for the food items each
member brought to contribute to
the Lake Area Food Pantry. Rita
Brown reported that the Grandparent Essay Contest winner has been
chosen. There were five area schools
that participated and 167 students
submitted essays. Lois Mc Areavey
asked that members please submit
their volunteer hours to the Community Service committee as soon as
possible. Each member contributed
to the Dollars for Scholars project.
In lieu of a planned program, members were asked to share projects or
activities they were doing during this
cold, snowy winter. These projects/
activities included the following:
making 10 pillow cases for the Children’s Home in Sioux Falls; designing
a T-shirt quilt as a graduation gift for
a granddaughter; embroidering miniature wall hangings with quilted borders and a wool winter wall hanging;
quilting a six-pointed star quilt with
church ladies for the retreat center at
Lake Poinsett; reading Dr. Eric Johnson’s mystery book, Hamburgers and
Hot Rods; arranging many years of
photos into albums and files and
especially making something special
with photos of a trip to Ireland.
Plans were made to attend the State
Convention in Sioux Falls on May 6
and 7. Several of our members hope
to attend to support Betty Beyer as
she is installed as the State President.
She served as Madison’s local President for many years. We are proud
of you, Betty B.
The next meeting of the Madison
Area Retired Teachers will be April
29 and Jim Iverson, administrator of
Bethel Nursing Home, will speak on
the new and existing living opportunities provided at this care facility.

VERMILLION SOUTHEAST UNIT

MILBANK AREA

After a holiday break, we had our
February meeting. Tim Cowman, from the Missouri River
Institute, gave a fascinating presentation on the Missouri River
from the time of Lewis and Clark
until now. For the March meeting, Vermillion attorney, Craig
Thompson will discuss the laws
pertaining to Nursing homes
and the assets of the patient and
spouse. In April, our member,
Ruth Williams, will give us a look
at Brazil, the home of the next
summer Olympics. Our May
meeting will be a reception for
the newly retired teachers in our
area.

January 16th meeting was cancelled due to the weather! We
recently adopted a new policy
– No School, NO MARTA! Our
High School Music Department
was scheduled to present the
program.

This year we have been delighted to welcome some new members, and have enjoyed having
an increased number of Retired
Teachers at our meetings.

George and Jackie Smith attended Lobby Day in Pierre on
January 28.
February 20th – Leave Winter
Behind & Think Spring! Our
guest speaker will be Holli Seehafer, a Master Gardener will
present the program entitled
“Healthy Gardening” – Members may bring school supplies
to help the Philippines [School
Children]. Our local Orphan
Grain Train has asked our members to help with this project.

bank’s Superintendent will speak
on the finances of the school
district.
April 17th- Mr. Jamie Pekelder,
Conservation Officer for Milbank, SD
May 15th – Cindy Bogenreif,
Health & Fitness- we will visit her
business [women only, but men
may visit this day!!!]
3rd Thursday each month
Pizza Ranch
11 a.m.
Noon Meal
Meeting [except June/July/August]
50/50 Drawing
Submitted by Cliff Vitters

March 20th – Mr. Tim Graf, Mil-

WATERTOWN

NORTHERN HILLS

While it has been said that the
y chromosomal co-president of
WARTA generates enough hot air
energy on his own, the first meeting of the New Year edified our
members with the current efforts of
Lake Area Tech to train workers in
the alternative energy field. Scott
Leitheiser was our guest and spoke
to the topic of what programs LATI
offered and the overwhelming
need for more. We look forward
to hearing the new mayor, visiting
the new armory, and touring the
cheese plant in Lake Norden. We
shall survive the cold, realize the
wind has benefits, and continue
to live our motto...WARTA...where
everyone old is young again.

At the November meeting, Jim
Hansen presented information
about the SD Retirement System. He indicated that several
bills would be introduced during
the 2014 legislative session that
would be of interest to the retired
teachers. The senate bills were reviewed at the January meeting and
legislative updates were given in
February. Members from NHRTA
attended Lobby Day to show our
support.
The February meeting included
information about the YouthWise
program in Lawrence County. As
a program for teenagers of the
Northern Black Hills, the mission
of YouthWise is to provide educa-

tion to support healthy lifestyle
choices: good nutrition, no drugs,
self-advocacy, and appropriate
communication skills. Through
a grant from World Book Night
(www.us.worldbooknight.org),
NHRTA members will distribute 20
free copies of Code Name Verity
by Elizabeth Wein to YouthWise
teens on April 23, 2014.
Our unit participated in A-Dayof-Service, January 20 by helping
serve the community chili supper
for MLK Day. Meetings for 2014
will include information about
health care, community security,
gardening, and the Sanford Underground Lab and Science Center.
Submitted by Joanna Jones
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Answers:

SIMPLE TRUTHS ABOUT VOLUNTEER SERVICE
Marrietta Catlin

1.

Blunt

2.

Lemmon

3.

Deadwood

4.

Tea

5.

Tripp

6.

Hammer

7.

Winner

BE HOPEFUL for we know we need to have positive expectations for good things
to happen.

8.

Clear Lake

BE DEVOTED as we dedicate devotion and caring to things beyond ourselves.

9.

Farmer

BE SILENT for we know at times we need the quietness from our hurried lives to
be the best we can be.

”Give a little. You’ll get back so much more” is the motto for Students For Community Service. It says a lot about our giving a little of our time and talents to others
and in turn reaping benefits for ourselves. In several research studies, older adults
and also students that volunteer and engage in service to others, are more positive, have a better sense of personal satisfaction as well as having a higher level
of well-being. So what should our personal focus for community/health services
be for 2014-2015? Perhaps it should be staying positive, sharing a little time and
volunteer services with others and taking time for ourselves as well.
Here are some tips for better health and giving of ourselves.

10. Wall

BE UPLIFTED for we know we need to believe in ourselves to help others.

11. Crooks

BE KIND as we know that no act of kindness is ever wasted.
BE OURSELVES for we know we are unique and need to be accepted for who we

12.

Porcupine are.

13.

Pringle

14.

Jefferson

15.

Carter

16.

Bison

BE PATIENT for we know through patience we can develop an appreciation for the
little and important things in our lives.
BE RESILIENT for we know we can all learn from our mistakes and faults.
BE DETERMINED for we know we need the will power to overcome obstacles in
our lives.
BE HONORABLE for we know that being of good character and being responsible
makes us good citizens.

A truly
happy
person is
one who
can enjoy
the scenery
on a
detour.
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BE COMPASSIONATE for we know that only a life lived in helping others is truly
worth-while.
BE THE BEST WE CAN BE by taking time for ourselves, exercising and keeping
our brains smart by reading and doing crosswords puzzles, etc.
Remember that sharing a cup of kindness with others may be all it takes to make a
BIG difference in our lives as well as that of others.

SDRTA Convention Registration
SDRTA CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM
May 6-7, 2014 Downtown Holiday Inn Centre, 100 W. 8th St., Sioux Falls

Call Holiday Inn, 605-339-2000 for
Room Reservations by April 20.
Ask for a room in the block of
rooms for SD Retired Teachers.
$84.00 (1 or 2 persons)
Reservation Code: RTA

Convention Registration Deadline by
April 25th. Mail this form and check
payable to SDRTA to:
Gretchen Tweet
717 S. Holt Ave.
Sioux Falls, SD 57103
Questions? 605-332-9102
or email: gtsue203@yahoo.com

NAME __________________________________ Unit __________________
ADDRESS __________________________ City, State, Zip _______________
PHONE ____________________ Email ______________________________
Name of spouse attending convention __________________________________
A. Complete Convention Registration: $45
(Includes all sessions, dinner and lunch)
B. Registration by Individual Event:
Registration fee: $15
(May attend all sessions, no meals)
Dinner $25.00
Lunch $20.00
(let us know if you have any food allergies)

Number __x $45= ________

Number __x $15= ________
Number __x $25.00=______

Number __x $20.00= ______
TOTAL

______

In order to help with planning, please indicate:
I/We will go to Phillips to the Falls, 10:30am May 6 __yes __no How many? _____
(included with a historical guest speaker on the falls)
I/We will tour St. Joseph Cathedral, 2:00 , May 7 __yes __no How many? ______

15

Newsletter

PRSRT-STD
US POSTAGE
PAID
PIERRE, SD
PERMIT #35
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Cathy Zubke, Membership Chair
417 North Broadway
Watertown, SD 57201

www.sdrta.net

Check Membership Addresses!

It is important for all unit officers to check with each member for their correct address. Not having correct addresses
costs the organization a great deal of money. Send all address changes, as well as names and dates of deaths, to

Bill and Cathy Zubke, 417 North Broadway, Watertown, SD 57201.
Phone: 605-886-8637 • Email address: calz45@hotmail.com

Unit Presidents (or Contact), Addresses, Phone Numbers, Email Addresses

ABERDEEN AREA
Ron Johnson,
contact person
1710 Royal Road
Aberdeen, SD 57401
605-225-7968
E-contact:
ronjohnson15@abe.midco.net
BLACK HILLS
(RAPID CITY AREA)
Gerri Larson
2515 Junction
Rapid City, SD 57702
605-721-4550
rlarmart@rushmore.com

BROOKINGS
Nancy Fixen
20619 469th Ave
Brookings, SD 57006-1309
Phone # 605-692-4075
nfixen@itctel.com
HURON AREA
Sharon Jones
1524 Ohio Ave SW
Huron, SD 57350
605-352-6638
bsjones@hur.midco.net
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MADISON
Elaine Brown
101 Spring Meadow Dr. #4
Dell Rapids, SD 57022
605-351-5492
elbro@goldenwest.net

NORTHERN HILLS
Co-Presidents:
Joanna Jones
10559 West Highway 14
Spearfish, SD 57783
605-450-0121
joanna_jones@yahoo.com

MILBANK AREA
George Smith, leader
707 S. 5th St.
Milbank, SD 57252
605-432-6851
glsmith@midco.net

Gwenn Vallery
12293 Vallery Rd.
Nisland, SD 57762
605-257-2264

Carol Pickering
1817 Bristol Place
Pierre, SD 57501
605-224-5005
pickjuly@aol.com

OAHE (MOBRIDGE)
Lowell Looyenga
1322 Kennedy Drive
Mobridge, SD 57601
605-845-2040

REDFIELD AREA
Arlie Rodman
926 E. 2nd St.
Redfield, SD 57469
605-472-0553
arlier@abe.midco.net

Cliff Vitters
515 S 3rd St
Milbank, SD 57252
605-432-4982
vjmking@wat.midco.net
MITCHELL AREA
Norma Bietz, contact Be-

cause of Norma’s death in October 2014, another contact person
or president will be named.

PHILIP AREA
Marcia West
Box 430
Philip, SD 57567
605-859-2213
cmmmwest@gwtc.net

PIERRE AREA
Judy Rapp
1900 Flag Mountain Dr
Pierre, SD 57501
605-494-0278
rappjudy6@gmail.com

Jerold Bender
925 E. 7th Ave.
Redfield, SD 57469
605-472-0225
SIOUX FALLS
Cathy Anderson
925 S. 4th Ave.
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
605-338-7053
cander451@msn.com

SOUTHEAST AREA
(VERMILLION)
Mary Ulrich
922 Crestview Dr.
Vermillion, SD 57069
605-624-8434
rulrich@vyn.midco.net
WATERTOWN
Bill & Cathy Zubke
417 N. Broadway
Watertown, SD 57201
605-886-8637
bzubke@hotmail.com
calz45@hotmail.com
WINNER AREA
Jo Haffield
P.O. Box 133
Winner, SD 57580
605-842-2079
haffield@gwtc.net

YANKTON AREA
Gene Bormann
104 S. Finottie POB 68
Mission Hill, SD 57046
605-660-4594
gbormann@svtv.com

