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“To Serve, Not to be Served”
Legislative Report
by Dr. Hank Kosters, Legislative Chair

Two of the three retirement bills,
SB 29 & 31, passed by the 2012
legislature focus on active members.
SB 30 has a focus on the future as
well as implications for maintaining or
improving the income level for retirees.
All three bills have been signed by the
Governor.
SB 29--Allows the SDRS board to
promulgate rules to allow active
members to participate in a Roth
contribution program. There were no
votes against SB 29 in the House or in
the Senate.
SB 30--Allows the SDRS board to
explore and design alternative ways
to enhance the return on investments.
The SDRS board is concerned with
the volatility of the markets and would
like to explore ways to increase income
to the system. The initial legislation
allowed changes by rule making, which
has legislative oversight. Legislators
wanted direct control and the bill was
amended to permit such changes only
with legislative approval which has
the potential to slow down the change
process. SB 30 has received solid
support in both houses.
SB 31--Makes correction to or clarifies
10 sections of the retirement laws. It is
a clean-up bill making changes such as
recognizing that there are women who
serve as firefighters and police officers.
So the words firemen and policemen
are replaced with gender neutral terms.
Again no votes against SB 31 in either
house.
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The 3 R’s - Relax, Rejoice, Rejuvenate
Meet a Historian, Balladeer, Massage Therapists, Survivor on May 1 - 2
When we were in the classroom, the
3 R’s did not mean “relax, rejoice,
rejuvenate”, did they? It was reading,
‘riting and ‘rithmetic . . “taught to the
tune of the hickory stick”. Aren’t you
glad we can look forward to a convention
with the new 3 R’s?
Lily Liu, Washington, DC, will be
the first presenter with “Our Shared
Story” telling how Dr. Ethel Percy
Andrus organized both National
Retired Teachers Association and
AARP. It will be a
joy to welcome her
to our state for the
first time. (She was
scheduled to be here
in 2008 but had to
cancel, regretfully,
because of a broken
kneecap!).
Lily
Lily Lu
serves as the AARP
Brand Story Advisor and has also been
a speechwriter and award-winning
editor. The daughter of two educators
originally from China, Lily does literary
translations of contemporary Chinese
women’s essays. She loves photography,
and we know that our state will offer her
some marvelous opportunities with her
camera. With Lily’s enthusiasm, we will
“rejoice” in our organization and become
“rejuvenated” into more community
service.
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More “rejoicing” will come to us via
“Buzzard Flop Stories”, Otto Rosfeld
style. From Valentine, Nebraska, Otto is a
balladeer, poet and storyteller. After more
than 30 years as a public school teacher,
he took early retirement to pursue full time
his love for the performing arts. We will
hear both original and traditional songs
with Otto playing guitar, washboard and
stumpfpole. His presentation describes
prairie life before “easy energy” such
as electric power and hydraulic pumps
entered the lives of the settlers on the
Great Plains. He was born and raised
in Rushville, NE, in what is known by
literary people as Sandoz Country. He has
been performing his programs since the
early 1990’s and is sponsored by the SD
Humanities Council.

Otto Rosfeld

Following snack time, two professional
Pierre women will teach “relaxation”
through massage and reflexology.
Valerie Rowen, Licensed Massage
Therapist of Touch of Wellness, is
originally from Eagle Butte. She has
been the owner of her massage clinic
Continued on page 2
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for 23 years and is actively involved in legislative
issues affecting the massage therapy profession.
Leticia (Tish) Gilmore has been an ARCB Certified
Reflexologist since 2001. Her business is Reflexology
by Tish where she has a studio along with a shop
selling health and beauty products. She has attended
conferences in many states and in the Netherlands and
Portugal. She is in the process of organizing South
Dakota’s first state reflexology association.

The object of the South
Dakota Retired Teachers
Association is:
* to promote the social,
economic and professional
welfare of retired teachers
of the state
* to maintain affiliation
with the National Retired
Teachers Association
(NRTA) Division of AARP
and to cooperate with it by
promoting membership,
legislation, national
programs and projects of
NRTA
* to help retired teachers
maintain identity with the
teaching profession and to
promote improvements in
education

Summer Dates:

State Board Meeting –
Wednesday, July 18,
Ramkota, Pierre –
11:00 a.m., Central
Daylight Savings Time
Workshops –
Brookings –
Thursday, August 9,
1:00 p.m., Central Time,
First Lutheran Church
Rapid City –
Tuesday, August 14, 1:00
p.m., Mountain Daylight
Savings Time,
AARP Information
Center, Rushmore Mall

Valerie Rowan

On Tuesday evening, Holly Hoffman of Eureka will share,
not only her “Season 21 Survivor Nicaragua – Last Woman
Standing” experience, but also advice for all of us for surviving
life. We can relate because after all, don’t most of us retired
teachers have our own stories of survival - cancer, drought,
money problems, etc? As we hear of Holly’s adventures,
we will definitely be “rejoicing” that she survived and
“rejuvenated” by all her energy. She was on the Survivor TV
show as a member of the Espada Tribe and was left the last
woman standing. Sharing her Survivor experience, she has
become a motivational speaker that has taken her from the
cattle ranch that she and her husband manage to all parts of
the country attending reality fundraising events. Her husband
Charlie serves as a Representative in the SD Legislature, and
they have 3 children, one of whom, Austin, you probably see
Holly Hoffman
often on KELO. Their daughter Alexandra works in television
in Omaha, and Elizabeth is at the University of SD.
As usual, there will be a pre-convention event. This year it will be a visit to the Dakota
Spirits Distillery ($4 fee). Strung throughout the convention will be 2-minute brag sessions
by each unit. The topic will be “Our Students Make an Impact”. Has your unit chosen the
student you wish to brag about?
For the past 8 years, President Pat Johnson and her colleague Annette Belkonen have led
bus trips for retired teachers and friends. At this convention those trips will be highlighted
with displays and pictures of trips to many cities and areas of this region, as well as the
Winnipeg journeys.
On Wednesday morning, a memorial service will be led by Vice President Lyle Kemnitz,
and a business meeting will follow. There are new officers to be elected and bylaws to be
voted upon. Reminiscent essays about teaching experiences will be on display. Is this the
year your teaching history will be shared? (reminder on page 11)
The AARP staff will bring up-to-date information, and Rob Wylie and Dr. James Hansen
will talk about the South Dakota Retirement System. There will be awards, and there will
be an honored 5th grader who has written the top essay about a grandparent. Listening to
that 5th grader read and seeing the beaming face of the grandparent at the noon luncheon
is always a beautiful way to culminate the convention.
So it’s no “reading, ‘riting and ‘rithmetic” this year. Out of academics and into “relax,
rejoice and rejuvenate”. Let’s all get registered, ready the car for a trip to the river (Missouri,
that is), renew our enthusiasm for SDRTA and reward ourselves with a “rocking” good
time.

~ Diana Glover
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Leticia Gilmore

SDRTA Elected and
Appointed Officers
2010-2012

From the President’s Desk
Think Convention! Pierre, May 1 – 2
Join SDRTA members as they Relax,
Rejoice, & Rejuvenate!

President Patricia Johnson
1226 E. Kemp Ave
Watertown, SD 57201
605-886-8756
sdpjohnson@mac.com
Past President W. Allen Price
3305 Manor Cr.
Sioux Falls, SD 57103
605-335-5575
apricew@sio.midco.net
President-Elect Nancy May		
4619 Bellewood Dr.
Rapid City, SD 57702
605-718-0666
nancymay@rushmore.com
Vice-President Lyle Kemnitz
1011 1st Ave W
Mobridge, SD 57601
605-845-3839
lkemnitz@westriv.com
Secretary Donna Fischer
308 E 21st Street
Yankton, SD 57078
605-665-9252
ddfisch@vyn.midco.net
Co-Treasurer Gloria & Ron Riherd
3945 Corral Dr.
Rapid City, SD 57702
605-343-3221
riherglo@netscape.net
Co-Membership Bill and Cathy Zubke
417 N. Broadway
Watertown, SD 57201
605-886-8637
Cathy calz45@hotmail.com
Bill ezbzspeak@hotmail.com
		
Community/Health Services
Marrietta Catlin
321 N Taylor
Pierre, SD 57501
605-224-7815
mcatlin@pie.midco.net
Publicity/Newsletter Diana Glover
4781 Sturgis Rd
Rapid City, SD 57702
605-787-4631
rdglover@rapidnet.com
Legislation Henry “Hank” Kosters
326 S Jackson
Pierre, SD 57501
605-224-1825
hank.g.kosters@gmail.com
			
Executive Director Shirley Eisnach
1907 Brighton Court
Pierre, SD 57501
605-224-2228
deisnach@pie.midco.net

President Pat Johnson

During the convention there will be time to Relax
with your fellow SDRTA members – catching up
with friends and making new friends during breaks,
banquet and lunch. The pre-convention tour of the
Dakota Spirits Distillery will be a relaxing start to the
convention!

There are many reasons to Rejoice – “Brag moments”
as units brag about one of their past students who have made an impact; the
recovery of the South Dakota Retirement System; our Grandparent Essay
winner; our Scholarship recipients and reminiscent essays.
Rejuvenate as you learn more about NRTA – our parent organization;
hear how South Dakota’s “Survivor 2010” last woman standing used that
experience to rejuvenate her life; and learn the benefits of Massage Therapy
and Reflexology.
Hope to see you there! You will have a great time and will be missed if you
do not attend!
As I reflect on my two years as your President, I have many individuals
to thank.
A special thank you to our retiring Executive Director, Shirley Eisnach, for
all her help in putting together the conventions, the leadership meetings,
and encouraging units to be flexible.
A big thank you to our Board of Directors who work so diligently to keep
SDRTA running smoothly. Their support and encouragement have made my
time as president easier and more joyful.
Thank you for those who have been willing to serve as unit officers. Keep
up the great work.
I also want to thank you for being a SDRTA member. Each of you is
very important to insure that SDRTA stays a strong voice in protecting our
retirement funds. Please encourage your friends who are not currently a
member, to become SDRTA members. It’s as simple as mailing a $15 check
(payable to SDRTA) to Ron and Gloria Riherd, 3945 Corral Dr., Rapid City,
SD 57702.
I look forward to 2012-2014 as the incoming SDRTA President Nancy
May and her board will have some exciting new directions in mind to
keep SDRTA strong.
Cordially, Your President

Pat Johnson
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More Wisconsin Treasures and Treats!!!
More Wisconsin
SeptemberTreasures
22nd—28th, 2012 and Treats!

September 22nd—28th, 2012
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More Wisconsin Treasures and Treats!!!
September 22nd—28th, 2012
I will be joining the SDRTA Tour at ______Sioux Falls ______Brookings _____ Watertown
Name: _______________________ Phone:_______________ email:____________________________
Address:_______________________________City:_____________________ zip: ________________
Name of emergency contact: __________________________Phone:________ Relationship:_________
I have enclosed a check for $50/per person to hold my reservation and understand that I will need to
send a check for the remainder by Aug. 10, 2012
All rooms are no smoking rooms with 2 beds.
If double occupancy, please indicate with whom you will be rooming: __________________________
______Please check if you would prefer a single room.
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Our Health is
Our Wealth

Finding Joy as we
Help Others

SDRTA President Pat Johnson has chosen the
theme “The 3 R’s-Relax, Rejoice, Rejuvenate”
for the May 1-2, 2012 convention in Pierre. That
theme might be just what the doctor ordered
for us as retired teachers in 2012. Researchers
have informed us for years the importance of
eating well, exercising, not smoking and getting
adequate sleep. Now recent studies are also
stressing the importance of having a good positive
attitude, taking time for laughter and taking more
responsibility for our own health.

“It is not how much we have, but how
much we enjoy, that makes our happiness.”
– Charles Spurgeon

			

I look forward to receiving the community
service reports each April as units share
by Marrietta Catlin,
their success stories for the year. Coming
Community Service Chairperson
together as retired teachers each year at
convention time is always a time to share
our successes as well as get ready to
start new beginnings for another year. Keeping us working
If you have ever spoken to people who have lost their health, they
together for another year is a work in progress. Pulling
wish for better health not wealth. We often take our health for granted.
together as a team as we give back to our communities spells
Only when we experience ill health do we realize the real importance
not only success but also joy and happiness for others and
of having good health. That is why in 2012 our motto should be Our
ourselves.
Health Is Our Wealth. Wealth does not necessarily bring happiness.
Even some poorer people can be happy yet the extremely unhealthy
folks are seldom happy. Without good health, our wealth really does
not mean much.
According to the Mayo Clinic website, taking time to relax regularly
reaps benefits to our health. When was the last time you found a quiet
spot outdoors and closed your eyes and used your senses and truly
relaxed to refresh your body?
Rejoice and do the things that make you happiest. Perhaps it’s
listening to music, reading a book, learning a new skill or craft or
spending quality time with family and friends.
Rejuvenate by getting adequate rest for sleep is a top necessity for
humans along with air, water and food. When is the last time you had
a really good belly laugh?
Perhaps Dr. Calver’s prescription for keeping healthy in 1928 when
he was the first appointed US Congress’ doctor is still good today.
He listed the 10 Health Commandments of that time as: 1. Eat wisely
2. Drink plenty of water 3. Eliminate thoroughly 4. Bathe cleanly 5.
Exercise rationally 6. Accept the inevitable 7. Play enthusiastically 8.
Relax completely 9. Sleep sufficiently 10. Get check-ups occasionally.
The little wallet-sized cards he gave to members of Congress read:
“Give five percent of your time to keeping well. You won’t have to
give one hundred percent getting over being sick.” That rule of thumb
might still have merit in the year 2012.
My wish for all of us this year is to take more ownership of our health
which is indeed our wealth by having a positive attitude as we relax
more, rejoice more as we spend quality time with family and friends
doing things that make us happiest and rejuvenate by getting adequate
sleep and including some humor and laughter in our daily lives.
I would like to close with this quote for a happy life by Gerry
Hopman. “A recipe for a happy life includes loads of laughter, heaps
of humor and a sprinkling of smiles. Excellent for twosomes or large
gatherings.” Look forward to seeing you in May as we learn more
about the 3 R’s-Relax, Rejoice and Rejuvenate.

Many ask this question regarding community service.
What’s In It For Me? Recently I read a little coffee table type
book called Pulling Together by John J. Murphy. It shared
some lessons about teamwork we as humans can learn from
geese. Living in the Capitol city of Pierre, we observe geese
regularly as they frequent various areas of the city. They truly
are an awesome site. Have you ever watched geese flying in
their V formation and wondered why they do that? They take
turns being in the lead as they work together as a team. As
they flap their wings, they create an uplift for others in the
flock. We as individuals take turns in our local units and in
our state organization doing hard work and we also provide
an uplift to others as we give back to our communities. We
find that joy and happiness in our hearts as we share time and
talents with others. As we share with others, we are giving
uplifting kindness just like the geese. Geese honk to give
support and encouragement to the other geese and we as
retired teachers also give words of encouragement to others
to help accomplish our many goals.
We as retired teachers are retired as educators but we are not
retired from life. Working and pulling together as a team we
can accomplish much as we use our shared values and tap
into individual strengths to make life better for ourselves and
our neighbors. It is that can-do attitude that makes us great
volunteers in our local communities. That networking and
pulling together gives us opportunities to enrich and give joy
and happiness to others as well as ourselves. So, next time
you do some volunteer work and you ask yourself what’s in
it for me? Remember this quote by Booker T. Washington.
“When you do something for someone else, the good you do
boomerangs back to you.” Keep finding that joy in your life
as you share it with others.
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The 3 R’s – Relax, Rejoice, Rejuve
MONDAY, April 30

7:00 P.M. SDRTA Board Meeting in the
Lake Sharpe room.

Rejoice & Relax: 3:30 – 4:00
Break, courtesy of AARP SD
Celebrating Trips and Travelers

TUESDAY, May 1

Rejuvenate & Relax: 4:00 – 5:00
Valerie Rowen, Licensed Massage
Therapist of Touch of Wellness &
Tish Gilmore – Reflexology by Tish

10:00 – 12:30 REGISTRATION (Pick
up name tags and tickets) Fee: $40
(includes Tues. banquet and Wed.
lunch). Pre-registration form & fees
due to Merry Bleeker by April 23
(Page 12 or download at www.sdrta.net)
Relax: 10:15 – 11:30
Pre-Convention Event
Tour of the Dakota Spirits Distillery
Pre-register for tour. (Page 11 for
driving directions) Cost $4
11:45 – 1:00 – Lunch on your own

FIRST GENERAL SESSION
1:00 – 1:30 Call to order: Pres. Johnson
Opening Prayer; Flag Pledge
Rejoice: “God Bless America” –
Robin Scheiber
Welcome – Pierre Mayor Laurie Gill
Introduction of Board Members President Pat Johnson
Roll Call of Units – Donna Fischer
Rejoice & Rejuvenate:
1:45 – 2:30 – Lily Liu- Story Advisor
“Our Shared Story”
Courtesy of NRTA/AARP
Rejoice: 2:30 – 2:40 – Brag Time

Group A: “Our Students Make an Impact”

Rejoice: 2:45 - 3:30 Otto Rosfeld
Celebrating Our Pioneer Ancestors
“Buzzard Flop Stories”

This program made possible by the SD
Humanities Council, an affiliate of the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

6

Rejoice: 5:00 – 6:00
Read Reminiscent Teacher Essays and
See Displays of Trip Memories
Relax: 6:00 - 6:30 – Social in Banquet
Room

SECOND GENERAL SESSION
6:30 – 8:30 – Prayer, Dinner
Rejoice: Brag Time, Group B

“Our Students Make an Impact”

Rejoice: - SDRTA Scholarship
Winners
Rejoice & Rejuvenate:
Keynote Speaker: Holly Hoffman
“Season 21 Survivor Nicaragua- Last
Women Standing”

enate • May 1-2 • Ramkota, Pierre
WEDNESDAY, May 2

Relax: 6:30 – 8:00
Continental Breakfast
Courtesy of AARP – SD
Relax & Rejoice: 7:30 – 8:30
Past State Presidents’ Breakfast
Ramkota Restaurant
Rejuvenate: 7:30 – 8:30 – Unit Officers
meet with SDRTA Board

THIRD GENERAL SESSION
9:00 – 10:15
Rejoice: Memorial Service
Vice Pres. Lyle Kemnitz
Rejoice: Brag Time, Group C
BUSINESS MEETING
Call to Order: President Pat Johnson
Minutes: Secretary Donna Fischer
Treasurer’s Report and 2012-2013
Budget: Gloria and Ron Riherd
Membership: Bill and Cathy Zubke
Legislative Report: Dr. Hank Kosters
Newsletter Report: Diana Glover
Community Service & With Our Youth
Awards: Marrietta Catlin
Nominations and Proposed Bylaw
Change – W. Allen Price
Other Reports and Unfinished Business
New Business:
Vote on Proposed Budget and Bylaws
Election of Officers
Other Business
Rejoice: Installation of New Officers
Past President W. Allen Price
Relax: 10:15 – 10:30 Break
Courtesy of AARP SD

Rejoice & Rejuvenate: 10:30
AARP Staff
Sarah Jennings – State Director
Lily Liu – NRTA/AARP
Dennis Eisnach – Pres., AARP SD
Eric Gaikowski, Advocacy
Leni Healy – Targeted Communities
Rejoice: 11:15 -SD Retirement System
Rob Wylie, Administrator
Dr. James Hansen, Trustee
12:00 – 1:30 Prayer and Lunch
Rejoice:
Introduction of Grandparent
Essay Winner – Marilyn Kratz,
State Essay Chair, Yankton
Reading of Essay – State Winner
Awards Ceremony
Florence Krieger Award
Leadership Awards
President’s Awards
Reminiscent Teacher
Traveling Trophy
Closing Remarks: Pres. Pat Johnson
Acceptance Speech: Nancy May
Hand in Evaluations; Adjournment

Nominating Committee Report
The following slate of officers will be presented:
President – Nancy May, Rapid City
President-Elect – Betty Beyer, Madison
Vice-President–Lyle Kemnitz, Mobridge
Secretary
. . . . . –. .Leni
. . . Healy,
. . . . . Sioux
. . . . .Falls
.............
Co-treasurers - Ron and Gloria Riherd, Rapid City
Pat Johnson, Watertown, will continue serving on the board as
past-president. The positions of Community Service/Health
Chair, Legislative Chair, Membership Chair and Newsletter
Editor will be appointed by the incoming president.

7

Unit News From Across The State
Aberdeen Area to tour Capitol Community Theater
Evelyn Blum, blum@abe.midco.net 225-5627
1835 Eisenhower Cir, Aberdeen 57401
Aberdeen members have broken traditional meeting time and place
this year; however, in December members met at the traditional
site and time for a Christmas carol singing and message. Chinese
International students at Northern State University presented a
program in February. An April event is planned for members to tour
Capitol Community Theater. The Aberdeen RTA again sponsored
the local Grandparent Essay contest.

Bennett County celebrated 100 years
Shirlee Rice, riceas@gwtc.net, 685-6123
29122 231st Ave, Tuthill, 57574
A highlight of this past year were Martin’s Centennial celebrations
held throughout the year. Members of the BC retired teachers
collected pictures of the early elementary schools, their students, and
teachers and other memorabilia. Members hosted an Open House
for two days in the original part of the Martin Grade School built
in 1936; they enjoyed the memories visitors shared of their school
days in Bennett County. A South Dakota Centennial Quilt made by
students in 1989, a teddy bear sewn from the corduroy curtains used
during the annual Christmas program, and the all-important school
bell were displayed by members Arliss Moreland and Shirlee Rice,
teachers who had spent the majority of their teaching years at the
Tuthill Country School. In 1940, there were 45 country schools; the
last country school closed its doors in 2005.

Black Hills has a “Baker’s Dozen” list
Emilie Zacher, emiliez@aol.com, 877-5784
3440 Corral Dr # 306, Rapid City, 57702
1. We just finished working in classrooms with 5th grade students on
the State Grandparent Essay Contest.
2. Preparations are being made for 2 High Teas. Monies from the
teas will defray convention costs for our members.
3. Our Keystone Historical School volunteers are gearing up for
the school visitations. Please place that school on your Black Hills
travel plans..tourists are welcome!
4. CREATE THE GOOD (CTG) continues in Rapid City! Our CTG
board met with a dozen Custer AARP members who are eager to do
“good” in their community.
5. Magazines continue to be delivered to homes for the elderly and
preschools.
6. Books are collected and members exchange books.
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7. Members donated monies to our Florence Krieger and Mary Lark
scholarships.
8. One of the FACES magazines founders shared the news that they
are expanding to Sioux Falls. A young medical volunteer told about
her visit to Africa.
9. A 12-year old harpist entertained at our Christmas brunch, and at
our May dinner we will have a memorial service and meet and hear
our local grandparent essay winner.
10. The state convention in Pierre will have over a dozen attending.
We want to keep that traveling trophy and see our member Nancy
ascend to the presidency.
11. Our state scholarship applications have been distributed.
12. As I write this, I realize I have a dozen weeks left as president.
Our nominating committee has a new slate of officers. There are
dozens of people to thank
for making my presidency a
pleasant experience…thank
you!!
Judy Anderson with
Faces co-founder, Ann
Henrichsen

Brookings to learn of National Children’s Study
Verl Hieb, vhieb@brookings.net, 692-5872
321 Elm Ave. Brookings, 57006

The Brookings unit has enjoyed excellent programs this year,
including the role the Innovation Campus at SDSU serves in
providing leadership and development of new businesses for our
area. We enjoyed learning about the Hutterite culture of SD from
a member of the SD Humanities Council Speakers Bureau. Future
presentations will include the work of the National Children’s Study
being conducted by SDSU. We had good response to the grandparent
essay writing competition. Our membership continues to increase.

Madison Area to tour Grand Opera House

President Elaine Brown, elbro@goldenwest.net, 351-5492
101 Spring Meadow Dr. #4, Dell Rapids, 57022
The April meeting will be held in Dell Rapids at the Rose Stone Inn
and with a tour to the opera house. In February Tori Ewaldt from the
Smith-Zimmerman Museum on the Dakota State University campus
told about their collection of obituaries and how they can be used
for research.
The Christmas party was held at Betty Beyer’s home. Food
donations were made to the Madison food pantry. Games and food
were enjoyed.

Unit News From Across The State
Local schools participated in the grandparent essay contest, and
judging was done at Arlis Hanson’s home. Members are busy
volunteering in the community and looking forward to the state
convention.				
~ by Betty Beyer

Philip partnered with local church youth
Marcia West , cmmmwest@gwtc.net, 859-2213
Box 430, Philip, 57567

Philip Area AARP/RTA continues to meet monthly with local
speakers and soup suppers. Our average attendance is 30.

Milbank supports local bus and hospice
Cliff Vitters, vjmking@wat.midco.net, 432-4982
515 South 3rd St, Milbank, 57252

The $100 raised from a bake sale and door prizes at the Christmas
party was split between the community bus and hospice.
Grandparents essay winners are Katie Wollschlager, Keaton Hagen
and Natalie Strei. Thanks to Agnes Grabow, Clarice Robertson and
Ken and Mae Saeger for judging.

We continue to support Lasting Legacy, Community Betterment,
Chamber of Commerce and Country Cupboard Food Pantry which
started the Backpack program this year. Our Tax Aid service
has nearly tripled over the last couple of years with the addition
of Midland and Kadoka. We will have the Driver Safety class in
March. The grandparent essay and Santa’s Workshop are done
yearly. The Old Schoolhouse Park is kept in conjunction with the
city of Philip.

All are urged to attend the state convention, and it is noted that the
unit needs a president for the coming year. Programs on the Stengel
Seed and Grain and the local hospital will be in April and May.
Summer activities will be social ones.

First Lutheran Church confirmation students
prepared backpacks for delivery to school

Milbank members at
Lobby Day in Pierre
in January

Northern Hills preparing boxes for National Guard
Presidents Doris Richter, 269-2457, dlrichter35@gmail.com
19779 Country Lane, Whitewood, 57793
Robert Schneider, 722-7712, rschneider@rushmore.com,
1649 N. 3rd St. Spearfish, 57783

The Northern Hills Retired Teachers met November 21, 2010 with
Millie Huphrey. She won the “Spirit of SD “ award. She told of her
experience attending rural school in Meade County and how life
and schools have changed since then. She recited the poem “The
Old Outhouse” which she learned at an early age.
We had no meeting in Dec. For our January meeting, Josephine
Hartmann spoke on “Inevitable Technology”. The state is working
to get all schools to have the same criteria and testing system.
Marlene Marvin spoke on the “Women of War” Veteran Home in
Belle Fourche. It is a new facility and is in need of help. 		
					
~ by Josephine Boyer

Sioux Falls Area members attended Lobby Day
Cathy Anderson, cander451@msn.com 338-7053
925 S 4th Ave, Sioux Falls, 57104

A group of us rode the bus to Pierre for AARP Lobby Day. We
had lunch with the legislators and discussed issues important to
seniors. Education issues were also of importance for us.
At future meetings this spring we will learn about Sioux
Falls School District programs, the SD Canine Police, the SD
Retirement System and the history behind the 3 M’s: May Day,
Mother’s Day and Memorial Day. We will have a Memorial
Service and install new officers.
We continue working with the Sioux Falls AARP Chapter on
Create the Good projects. We are in the process of collecting
supplies for the Food Pantry. In April we will sponsor a workshop
with Parent Connection on the topic of “Grandparents Raising
Grandchildren.” In May our two groups will sponsor a breakfast
at the Banquet. We will also volunteer for the Lunch is Served
program, providing 250 lunches for Labor Ready workers. It has
been great to work together on all these projects.
During the first part of May, some members will be conducting
tours of Pioneer Lane for area third graders. Pioneer Lane is
located at the Sioux Empire Fairgrounds and consists of four
historical buildings. We will be working there again during the
Sioux Empire Fair in August.
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Unit News From Across The State
Southeast (Vermillion) to welcome new retirees
Mary Ulrich, rulrich@vyn.midco.net
624-8434, 922 Crestview Dr, Vermillion, 57069

After a holiday break, we resumed meetings in February with
the Vermillion’s Library’s “Book Blab Lady”. She shared many
books and author’s videos.
In March Bob and Liz Wood will tell about their trip to Africa,
Asia and India. It will be an exciting travelogue. Our April
meeting will be held in the Music Museum, and Dr. Reeves will
give a program commemorating the music of the Civil War. Her
hands-on approach will make the lessons memorable. The May
meeting, welcoming new retirees, will be a celebration of South
Dakota trivia and food.

Winner Area supports state scholarship
Jo Haffield, haffield@gwtc.net, 842-2079
PO Box 133, Winner, 57580

We finished the exterior repairs to the Dorian School, which is the
rural school we maintain at the Tripp County Historical Museum
site. Interior work will be done in the spring. The Bank West team
has been asked to assist with this project.
For our November meeting, the oral interp students performed the
selections that they were taking to the state contest. A Christmas
party was held, and enough money was raised to purchase gifts for
2 residents at the regional nursing home. In January, a local school
administrator was our guest explaining restructuring and funding
cutbacks. The winners of the grandparent essay contest and their
families were guests at our February meeting. Our local newspaper
published the essays and pictures of the winners. 57 children had
participated.
We are contributing $100 to the state scholarship fund. Money was
raised through door prize eligibility contributions at each meeting.
Meetings are held at 11 a.m. at the Senior Center, and we have
lunch together afterward.
Essay Winners
Jaclyn Laprath, 3rd,
Georgia Janis, 2nd, and
Madison Theiman, 1st. In
back, Trena Vandenbark,
the Grandparent Essay
Chairperson.

Yankton Area will tour archery complex
Gene Bormann, gbormann@svtv.com, 660-4594
104 S Finottie POB 68, Mission Hill, 57046

Yankton Area had a busy fall with speakers Dr. Jo Gertsema,
Yankton Superintendent of Schools, Dave Becker, Operations
Manager of Gavins Point Dam Project, and Sam Wilson of AARP.
Members have been involved in the Snack Pack Program and many
other volunteer opportunities.
YARTA did not meet during December, January or February, but
resumed meetings March 1 when Yankton High School oratory
students provided the program. In April students from YHS
will again provide the program, this time illustrating the history
competition. For the final meeting of the year, we will have an
overview of the Archery Association and a tour of the new complex.
Plans are being made to have representatives at the annual meeting
in Pierre.
Our membership is up 8 members from a year ago. We recently
lost a loyal member, Joyce Pfeiffer, who passed away on February
28.

Other Unit Presidents/Contacts
– All area codes are 605.
Huron Area
Verna Bates, goses@hur.midco.net
352-5238, 1131 Beach SE, Huron, 57350
Mitchell Area
Norma Bietz, hnbietz@yahoo.com
996-5792, 2202 E lst St, Mitchell, 57301
Oahe
Lyle Kemnitz, lkemnitz@westriv.com
845-3839, 1011 lst Ave W, Mobridge, 57601
Pierre Area
Mary Jo Johnson, ljohnson@pie.midco.net
224-9135, 1204 E. Franklin
Connie Palmer, gcpalmer@pie.midco.net,
224-5202, 1110 Lakewood Dr, Pierre, 57501
Redfield Area
Arlie Rodman, arlier@abe.midco.net
472-0553, 926 E. 2nd St,
Jerold Bender, 472-0225
925 E 7th Ave, Redfield, 57469
Watertown
Bill & Cathy Zubke, ezbzspeak@hotmail.com
886-8637- 417 N Broadway, Watertown, 57201
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Reminders

Changes in Registration

Deadline for the State Scholarship for a teacher working
on an advanced degree is April 12th. Please go to
www.sdrta.net and copy an application to give to a
qualifying teacher. Applications need to be e-mailed to
nancymay@rushmore.com.

SDRTA convention registrants may register for all
sessions plus dinner and lunch for $40. Anyone attending
the Bickering Brothers’ Distillery Tour on Tuesday
morning will pay an additional fee of $4. Members and
guests may also register “ala carte” this year. All persons
attending the educational and business sessions will pay
$10 each. For members and guests wishing to attend
only the meals, dinner will be $23 and lunch $12. Please
notice that convention registrations should be sent to the
registration chairperson Merry Bleeker in Pierre by April
23.

			
The Reminiscent Teacher Essay deadline is April 2nd.
Please e-mail your essays to nancymay@rushmore.com
and they will be copied and displayed at the Reminiscent
Teacher Essay Table at the SDRTA Convention May 1
and 2.

Membership - Not a Fairy Tale

by Bill Zubke

Once upon a time, oh, not so very long ago—at least in
our lifetimes--an organization was created to serve, not
to be served. It was made up of has-beens: People retired
from poor paying, long-houred educational careers who
were not yet ready to hang up their passions.
They continue to serve the children, serve their
communities, and serve the world. And the GREAT
news is, this organization is growing! It is vital. It is
exciting. And it is Fun!
As your co-chairs of membership, we would encourage
you to make a personal commitment to increase that
membership. Be the sales person in voice and deed.
Let our future members know both the excitement
and impact of being a member in an organization that
continues to foster the belief that we grow when we help
others! In the truest educational jargon, see one, do
one, teach one—only in this case, it’s find one, cajole
one, and teach one that SDRTA membership is a good
thing. Note the next-to-last paragraph in President Pat’s
message on page 3.
Then, convince them, and your friends, that receiving
this newsletter via e-mail will save time and money!
Just send us the e-mail address (calz45@hotmail.com) –
we’ll see to the rest!
~ And we will all live happily ever after ~

Make Your Room Reservations
for May 1-2 SDRTA Convention
Block of rooms for SDRTA will be held until April 1,
2012 at the
BEST WESTERN RAMKOTA,
920 W. Sioux Ave., PIERRE, SD 57501
One person: $86.99 + tax • Two persons: $96.99 + tax
• Three persons: $102.99 + tax • Four persons: $108.99
+ tax
Phone 605-224-6877 or 1-800-528-1234
E-mail: reservations@pierreramkota.com

Pre-Convention Tour
Early arrivals at the convention on May 1 are invited
to tour a new business in Pierre…..the Dakota Spirits
Distillery aka Bickering Brothers Distillery. You will
find the process of making vodka, whiskey, and brandy
most interesting, and you will view a copper still from
Germany. The tour is scheduled from 10:15-11:30 on
Tuesday morning prior to the convention. The cost is
$4 per person; please indicate on the registration form
your intent to join the tour. The distillery is located at
3601 Airport Road. Turn east off Garfield Avenue (truck
route Hwy 14/83) on Airport Road. On the south side
of the street (just past the Cleary Building) the distillery
is housed in a yellow metal building. Please be there
promptly at 10:15 for the tour. Check out their website
at www.DakotaSpirits.com.
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Check Membership Addresses!

It is important for all unit officers to check with each member for their correct address. Not having correct addresses costs
the organization a great deal of money. Send all address changes, as well as names and dates of deaths, to

Bill and Cathy Zubke, 417 North Broadway, Watertown, SD 57201.
Phone: 605-886-8637 • Email address: calz45@hotmail.com





Make Ramkota Room Reservations
 Registration Deadline by April 23 by April 1  Mail this form and check payable
605-224-6877 or 1-800-528-1234; or
 to SDRTA to:
Merry Bleeker
reservations@pierreramkota.com.

1012 Woodview Dr. # 18

Pierre, SD 57501
See page 11 for more information.











 


 













 




 







































