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~ A New First for SDRTA ~
Shirley Eisnach Named Executive Director by Diana Glover

The name is familiar, and the face is familiar, but the job
is new. After fourteen years of involvement in South Dakota
Retired Teachers Association, Shirley Eisnach of Pierre
became its first executive director. She was appointed by the
board on May 1, 2008 after a vote at the state convention in
Pierre. Members voted for a by-laws change indicating that,
“An Executive Director may be appointed by the Board of
Directors and shall serve at its direction”. With this vote,
appointment and a $100 fee, South Dakota now belongs to
ASRTE, Association of State Retired Teacher Executives.
Because this is a volunteer position, Shirley will receive
no salary, but her expenses, with a line item in the annual
budget, will be covered. At this time there are 41 states with
an executive director, some of them volunteer, some paid. In
September Shirley met many of those other executive directors
at the NRTA National Leadership meetings in Washington,
DC.
One of the biggest advantages of our association having an
executive director is the continuity it brings. The transition
of one set of board members to another will be easier. Shirley
is someone to whom members and officers can go for accurate
records and direction. She will also help coordinate the state
conventions.

Shirley Eisnach, new executive director, is shown with Charollene Coates,
Rapid City. Both have served as president of SDRTA.

Shirley was an English teacher at the Pierre Middle
School before she retired in 1995. She joined the local and
state retired teachers associations and immediately became
active. She served on the AARP/NRTA’s Government Affairs
Committee and was a volunteer lobbyist at the state capital
during legislative sessions for 6 years. She, Jay Ruckdaschel,
Dr. James Hansen and Wyland Borth worked as volunteer
lobbyists for 4 years. Sam Wilson then came on board with
SD AARP/NRTA and was a paid lobbyist, but for 2 more
years, Shirley continued her lobbying work.
Shirley served as the president of the Pierre Area Retired
Teachers, then became part of the state board as presidentelect. From 2004 – 2006 she was the state association president
and has just recently finished her two years as past president.
She currently serves on the SD AARP executive council and
was the chair for the 50th Anniversary Celebration across the
state this past year.

Shirley Eisnach, along with 90 other SDRTA members and friends,
recently stopped at an apple farm on their bus trip to Minnesota
and Wisconsin.

SDRTA is fortunate to have someone of Shirley’s caliber
as our first executive director. She brings a wealth of
background of the association, as well as the educational field.
She displays good organizational skills and is dedicated and
continued on page 2

enthusiastic about the association. She can’t understand why
people would not want to join Retired Teachers and know that
someone is looking out for “our” retirement benefits.

From The Desk of the
Executive Director

Both Shirley and her husband Dennis are giving people. They
are originally from Estelline, SD but have called Pierre home
for many years. Dennis recently concluded 8 years as mayor.
They have 3 daughters and several grandchildren, some in
South Dakota and some in Wisconsin.

STAFF & VOLUNTEER SUMMIT & AARP’S 50TH
CELEBRATION IN DC

We say, “Thank you”
andMayes
“Welcome” to you, Shirley. We are
LaRee
indeed fortunate to have you working with President Al Price
and other state board members, but mostly for each and every
one of us as SDRTA members.

~ WElcOME TO ThE SDRTA BOARD ~
The newest member of the SDRTA board is Vice President
Lyle Kemnitz of Mobridge. Lyle taught business and computer
classes, including the DECA program. Besides Mobridge, he
taught at Midland and Doland. His family includes his wife,
5 children and 14 grandchildren. For his “rewired” job, he is a
carpenter, and when he has time, he likes to hunt and fish.
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Most of the nation’s AARP staff and several volunteer
leaders from each state met in Washington, DC, for a Summit
September 2-5. South Dakotans in attendance were State
Director Sarah Jennings, staff members Leni Healy, Cathy
McLeer, Stephanie Gavin, State AARP President Pat Gross,
Executive Board members Gail Ferris, Kevin Kavenaugh,
Shirley Eisnach, and SDRTA President Al Price.
Speakers at this event included Fareed Zakaria, Editor of
Newsweek International, who spoke about the Global Future;
AARP Executives Bill Novelli and Tom Nelson; and Dr.
Joseph Coughlin, director of MIT Age Lab. Several breakout
sessions were also scheduled for the participants.
On Thursday, September 5, the group attended AARP’s 50th
Anniversary celebration at the Lincoln Memorial. This was
an impressive ceremony with the following speakers and
performers: Jamia, Leeza Gibbons, AARP President Jennie
Chin Hansen, AARP CEO Bill Novelli, Patti Austin, Richard
Petty, Martina Navratilova, Dara Torres, Buzz Aldrin, Sally
Field, Bernice King, and Wynonna Judd.
The Summit, AARP’s 50th Anniversary, Life@50+, and the
NRTA Leadership conference were all scheduled during the
week of September 2-8, resulting in excellent attendance at
all the events.
continued on page 4
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From the President’s Desk
Greetings, Fellow
Retired Educators,
I hope all of you are able to
enjoy some of the beautiful fall
colors and weather of recent
days. They may end soon as
I hear snow is possible for the
Hills and western Plains this
weekend.
This fall started out with your
Executive Director Shirley
Eisnach, President-elect Pat
Johnson and I attending the AARP’s 50th Anniversary
Celebration Life at 50+ and the NRTA Leadership
Conference in Washington, D.C. Shirley and I also
attended the AARP Volunteer and Staff Summit, also in
Washington. I believe Shirley has written a good article
about those events.
President W. Allen Price

Shortly after we returned home, we conducted the annual
Leadership Conferences in Rapid City, Huron and Sioux
Falls. These were well attended with fourteen RTA Units
and eleven board members participating.
I have also spoken at a Madison RTA meeting and gave a
brief report at a Yankton RTA meeting. On Monday, October
13th, I spoke at Mitchell’s unit meeting. All units seem
to be enthused about our theme, “Going Green for Our
Grandchildren”.

Earlier I mentioned that the 50th Anniversary Celebration
took place in our nation’s capital. Doing some research,
I discovered that this is also the 50th Anniversary of the
South Dakota RTA. SDRTA was founded by Miss Ella
Royhl, former elementary principal in Sioux Falls and Dr.
J. H. Jensen, faculty member of Northern State Teachers
College, Aberdeen. So “Happy Birthday to us” also. Get
those cakes or cupcakes baked for your next meeting!
With all the bank and financial institutions closing and the
big Bail Out with our economy taking place, I thought it
would be wise to find out how SDRS is fairing. So I called
our administrator Rob Wiley, and he assured me that we
are still quite healthy due to our conservative investing and
the fact that we are 105% funded. So rest easy that your
paychecks will continue to arrive.
Things are shaping up pretty well for the convention in
April. Rob Wiley from SDRS and Matt Clark or someone
else from the State Investment Council will be speaking to
us. Also, Megan Stevens Hookey, interim vice president of
ARRP’s Educational Community (NRTA) will be with us.
Ms. Hookey presided over the Leadership Conference in
D.C. and is a very vivacious speaker. We are hoping, too,
to have a speaker who is a “futurist”, one who has studied
what our world might be like both environmentally and
economically when our grandchildren are adults. Finally,
we are urging each unit to share a “Going Green” activity in
possible breakout sessions. So join us, won’t you?
In conclusion, I trust all of you will have a great year, and
keep those memberships coming in !
Cordially, Your President W. Allen Price
“Going Green for our Grandchildren” will be the
theme for the 2009 Spring Convention of SDRTA. The
logo to the left was created by Bill and Cathy Zubke
of Watertown. Please feel free to use it in promoting
attendance at the convention.
~Dates to Remember ~
January 26, 2009 – AARP Leadership Coordinators
Meeting at Ft. Pierre
January 27, 2009 – Lobby Day at the State Capitol all 3 regions coming into Pierre
April 28 – 29, 2009 – SDRTA Convention at the Pierre
Ramkota
In Looking Forward to Convention – Megan
Stevens Hookey, National Retired Teachers Association
Interim Vice President in Washington, DC, will be
one of the speakers. She will bring greetings from the
national office and discuss programs of NRTA.
Dr. James Stone, a professor in the Department
of Civil Engineering and Environment at the SD School
of Mines in Rapid City, will also speak. He will address
the topic of “futurism” and the concerns we have for our
grandchildren.
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More From The Desk of the Executive Director
SDRTA REPRESENTED AT NRTA
LEADERShIP CONFERENCE
SDRTA President Al Price, President-elect Pat Johnson, and
Executive Director Shirley Eisnach represented SDRTA at
a national conference hosted by NRTA: AARP’s Educator
Community in Washington, DC, from September 3-8, 2008.
Over 150 leaders participated in the national Leadership
Conference and also helped celebrate AARP’s 50th
Anniversary.
The conference theme was “Our Connections: Our Shared
Success”, and the SDRTA delegation met with their counterparts
from across the country to share ideas and best practices.
Featured speakers included pension expert Beth Almeida who
offered insights about how to effectively communicate the
benefits of defined benefit plans. Participants also heard from
top AARP executives Hop Backus, Tom Nelson, and AARP’s
President-elect Lee Hammond, who shared his background
as a former educator. Megan Stevens Hookey, Interim Vice
President of NRTA, expressed appreciation for the working
relationship among the RTA leaders, NRTA, and AARP. One
of the highlights of the conference was the “With Our Youth!”
Awards dinner where retired educators from across the country
were honored for their outstanding volunteer work with youth.
At the closing breakfast, conference attendees responded
with a standing ovation for the extraordinary and inspiring
presentation by Michael Geisen, the National Teacher of the
Year.
SDRTA Executive Director Shirley Eisnach attended an
ASRTE (Association of State Retired Teacher Executives)
meeting also. Executive Directors from about 35 states shared
information about their organizations. South Dakota is the
newest member of the group.
The NRTA Leadership Conference began with participants
attending Life@50+/AARP’s National Event and Expo, a
three-day annual event attracting over 25,000 attendees. This
year’s program of informational and educational sessions
included Regis Philbin, Maya Angelou, Quincy Jones, Shirley
MacLaine, baseball great Cal Ripken, Jr., basketball legend
“Magic” Johnson, financial expert Jean Chatzky, actor Richard
Chavira, travel expert Peter Greenberg, Martina Navratilova,
and many others.

SOUTh DAKOTA CELEBRATES AARP’S
50Th BIRThDAY
South Dakota AARP and Retired Teachers celebrated the 50th
birthday of AARP with many events in 2008. The anniversary
committee wishes to thank the local RTA units for their
involvement statewide.
The major events in South Dakota were the Andrus Legacy
Award of $10,000 to the Chester Cyber School, the July 1
birthday party at Crazy Horse, and the “We Found Sound”
performance at the State Fair on August 30. National AARP
Board member Dick Johnson and other AARP officials
attended the July 1 celebration, the ONLY celebration held
nationwide on the actual birth date of AARP. Hoop dancers
performed for the tourists and AARP members in attendance.
Members were bussed to the event from Rapid City.
Local units held their own celebrations and spearheaded AARP
entries in various parades around the state during the summer.
“Tons” of decorated cakes were served at several events,
including the SDRTA convention in Pierre. The committee is
tentatively planning to decorate an AARP Christmas tree for
the annual display at the Capitol also.
In visiting with several people at the Leadership Conference,
Shirley Eisnach decided that South Dakota may have held
more celebrations than any other state. She and her committee
of Leni Healy, Don VanCleave, Doris Ann Werlinger, Don
Kennedy, Jay and Margaret Ruckdaschel are pleased with the
cooperation of the RTA units with this project. Many people
in South Dakota were made aware of AARP’s age through
your efforts. Again, our heartfelt thanks!
Shirley Eisnach

COUPON BOOKS
Unit Presidents will soon receive several NRTA-sponsored
Coupon Books. Each booklet contains over $300 in savings
and expire on June 30, 2009. These coupons are for members
who have renewed their membership this year and for
potential members. An application blank for NRTA/AARP
membership is in the booklet. NRTA/AARP dues are $12.50
per year, spouse included.
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Leni Healy of the state AARP office shows off one of the 50th anniversary banners. The banners were used in parades and other anniversary
celebrations.

Grandparent Essay Contest 2009
Thanks to Ruth Spencer and other members of the Madison Retired Teachers Association for being in charge of the
Grandparent Essay Contest the past several years. Now the Yankton unit will be in charge. If you need the official entry
forms, they can be printed from the SD Retired Teachers website, www.sdrta.net or contact the chair:
Jackie Wray
2823 Francis St.
Yankton, SD 57078
jlwray@iw.net
605-665-07542
Below are the guidelines:
Subject: “Why my grandparent should be the AARP South Dakota Grandparent of the Year” – A grandparent is defined
as any older adult who fulfills a grandparenting or “senior citizen mentor” role for a child. A familial relationship is not
necessary in order to meet this requirement.
Eligibility: Contest is for 5th graders in public and private schools
Technical Requirements: Essay must be an original work of the author, up to 500 words in length, be written in English, and
include the components of a formal essay, e.g., introduction, supporting points and conclusion.
Essay must be submitted on white, lined 8” x 11” paper (standard size notebook paper), and be legibly hand-written by the
author on one side only of the page. Only the winning essay from each school is to be submitted to the local Retired Teachers
Association (RTA) contact. Judging for the unit winner will be between the school winners in that unit’s area. The author’s
name and school must also be written at the end of the essay.
Judging Criteria & Awards: Qualifying characteristics of nominee 60%, Creativity & Expression 20%, and Grammar, Form
& Neatness 20%.
Deadlines:
School winner’s deadline: February 1, 2009
The school winner is chosen by 5th grade teachers from the participating school based on the judging criteria
provided. The winning essay from each school must be received by the local unit contact by the deadline
provided.
Unit winner’s deadline: February 15, 2009
The unit winner is chosen by representatives of the local unit. The winning essay from each unit, along with
the unit winner form, must be completed and received by Jackie Wary, Yankton RTA Association.
The top three essays in the local unit judging will receive first, second and third place medals for their efforts
from the AARP South Dakota office. If a unit has fewer than three schools from which to judge, medals will
be provided according to the number of essays submitted for local unit judging. NO participation certificates
will be provided to units; only the top three essays will receive recognition. If units choose to provide
participation certificates, it will be a decision made and followed-through by the local unit.
The local unit should also indicate on the local unit winner submission form the number of medals they need
(up to three). The Yankton RTA Essay committee will then provide the AARP South Dakota office a list of
participating units and the number of medals requested. The medals will then be mailed directly to the unit by
the AARP’s South Dakota office.
Regional judging: March 1, 2009
The Yankton RTA will do the regional judging for the essay contest.
The three regional winners chosen by the Yankton RTA essay committee will be submitted to the AARP South
Dakota State Office by March 1, 2009. The Yankton RTA essay committee will inform the regional winners
that they have reached the finals of the state contest.
State finals judging: April 1, 2009
The AARP South Dakota office will establish a judging panel consisting of members of the AARP South
Dakota Executive Council and the AARP South Dakota State Director.
The top three place winners will be notified prior to the SDRTA Annual meeting in May. The contest winner
will be invited to attend the annual meeting and will receive his or her award at that time. The local units
of the second and third place winners will receive their awards at the annual meeting so that they may be
presented locally at an appropriate time.
Awards: First place – a plaque and $500 savings bond; Second place – plaque and $300 savings bond; Third place – plaque
and $200 savings bond. All awards are provided by AARP South Dakota.
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From Community Service/Health Chair
Volunteering... Count Those Hours!

Positive Thinking for Better Health

Fall is here again, and it is time for another SDRTA Fall
Newsletter article. How is your unit coming along this year
with volunteer projects? Are you tracking volunteer hours
to ensure your unit’s overall program success? Your unit’s
community service chairperson is counting on YOU to record
your hours and turn them in before April 15th so he/she can
turn them in to me to be tabulated with all the other SDRTA
units.

A book that as a primary teacher I used to get my first graders
motivated was the famous children’s book, “The Little Engine
That Could”. When student would say that reading or math
was too hard, I would remind them of the little engine making
it up the hill with the “I think I can, I think I can” mind set.

Volunteering is an important aspect of American life and
contributes much to our communities. Is your unit attracting
new members and retaining the existing ones? Our unit
meetings should not only be interesting and informative but
also engaging and fun. Members need to feel that they are a
part of the group. Involving members in volunteer projects
may help members feel a part of the group as well as doing a
service to give back to their community.
Retirees volunteer for a variety of reasons such as sharing a
skill, making new friends, sharing knowledge and experiences,
staying active, helping others or even learning something new.
Many units have on-going yearly volunteer projects and some
try new projects to meet the needs of their unit membership.
Asking members what their interests are may encourage your
unit to try some new things to make your community a better
place. Volunteers are more apt to keep volunteering if they
know the answer to the WIFM question of “What’s In It For
Me?”
This year more than ever, we are needed in our communities
to share our time, talents and energy. I look forward to the
April 2008 unit community service reports and the projects
your units are involved in. Remember it is not too early to be
thinking of and planning your unit’s Day of Service Project
in May. Be creative! Toot your horns and let the media
know what your group is doing to make your community a
better place to live. Working together we can and do make a
DIFFERENCE.

“The Little Engine That Could” was published in 1930, but its
message is as powerful as ever today. Positive thinking can
motivate healthy behaviors as well as healthy attitudes.
Professional athletes use positive thinking to help them
achieve their goals. Teachers also use positive thinking to
motivate students to be more successful. Studies have shown
that people wishing to lose weight are more apt to reach their
health and fitness goals using the right “can do” attitude. Our
attitude is something we can control to help us have a more
powerful positive outlook on life. The catch is we have to
choose to think positively. Studies also show that when one
thinks more positively, they feel better about themselves and
can actually perform better in whatever they are doing.
There may be days that it is hard to think positively because
things come up that throw us off course. We need to move on
and try not to let negativity take over.
What can we do to stay on course? Being around positive
family and friends can prove helpful as well as trying to avoid
negative self-talk. Rewarding yourself with listening to some
good music or enjoying a new DVD or CD may be helpful.
Most importantly, having a plan to keep yourself on track
whether you are trying to lose weight, eat healthier, include
more exercise in your daily routine or just thinking more
positively about your life is a first step to achieving success.
Remember to take things day by day to achieve happiness and
make those necessary positive changes. When all else fails,
think of that little engine going up the hill with “I think I can,
I THINK I CAN.” As you say it over and over again, you will
know YOU can!

SDRTA BOARD LIAISONS TO LOCAL UNITS
Note to local unit leadership: Each retired teachers’ unit has a liaison person from the state board. That liaison person can
act as a resource person for your unit, so if there are questions, do not hesitate to contact your liaison. Each liaison person will
try to visit one of your local meetings. Be in touch to find a date which works well for everyone involved. Phone numbers
and email addresses for the liaisons are on page 2.
7. Diana Glover
Black Hills (Rapid City),
1. Al Price
Sioux Falls, Mitchell, Platte
Bennett County
2. Lyle Kemnitz
Oahe (Mobridge), Aberdeen
8.
Cathy
Zubke
Watertown, Brookings
3. Pat Johnson
Milbank, Redfield
9.
Shirley
Eisnach
Pierre
4. Donna Fischer
Yankton, Southeast
10.
Charollene
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Northern Hills (Spearfish)
(Vermillion)
11.
Wyland
Borth
Huron
5. Art Shaver
Sioux Falls, Madison
6. Marrietta Catlin
Winner, Philip
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Unit News From Across The State
Aberdeen Area
by Jerome Rosonke

The meetings of 2007 – 2008 were well attended. The group met at
NSU’s Jerde Hall on Saturdays.
Cindy Eikamp, Vice President and Executive Editor of the Aberdeen
American News, spoke to the group in February. She discussed
the influence of competition from the internet, composition of the
editorial board, deadlines and other issues.
After a discussion of proposed legislation, the following motion was
passed:
“The Aberdeen Area Retired Teachers Association is opposed to
allowing unsecured weapons on South Dakota campuses. Weapons
brought to the campuses should be checked in and locked up until
the student uses them to go hunting.” This resolution was to be
communicated to our legislators.

Robb Wylie, executive director of the South Dakota Retirement
System, spoke at the September 9 meeting. Bill Harlan of the
Homestake Science Lab spoke on October 14.
Upcoming meetings and programs will be:
November 18 – Recycling in Rapid City – J. Wright
December 9 – Holiday Dinner at Minerva’s
January 13 – “Five Wishes” –B. Vargo
February 10 – “Iran As We Don’t Know It” – Waddington
& Timmons
March 10 – “Arthritis At Any Age” – Dr. May
April 14 - “The New President and Economics”
– Dr. Quinn
May 12 – Spring Dinner
Members and guests visited the former Governor’s Mansion in
Rapid Valley on October 28. They had a tour and lunch. Gerry
Evans and Gerri Larson made the arrangements, and the event was
used as a fundraiser.

AARTA voted to award a $350 scholarship to some deserving
student to be nominated by the Northern State University School
of Education.
The speaker in March was Mayor Mike Levsen, who spoke on
the future development of Aberdeen. Our April meeting was
the usual visit with area state legislators when we discussed the
past legislative session. In May we met at a different location the Pizza Ranch Restaurant where Troy McQuillen spoke about
historical preservation of downtown Aberdeen. At this meeting we
also had the local winner (and 2nd place state winner) of AARP’s
Grandparent Essay Competition and his parent and school principal
as our guests.
The new 2008-2009 academic year started off with AARTA again
meeting in the “traditional location”, NSU’s Missouri River Room.
Our September program had Leni Healy, the associate director of
SD AAR,P speaking on AARP’s 50th Anniversary, the history of
AARP and AARP’s relationship to the National Retired Teachers
Association (which is now 61 years old). We discussed the role of the
Aberdeen Convention and Visitor’s Bureau. Mr. Andrew Johnson,
the NSU student winner of AARTA’s scholarship was introduced
and spoke regarding his studies, papers he has written and read at
professional meetings, and his plans for his future in teaching.

Black Hills

by Diana Glover
New officers were elected in April. They are Co-Presidents Nancy
May and Cheryl Zimiga; Programs – Gerri Larson; Membership –
Gloria Riherd; Secretary – Kandee Snoozy; Tresurer – Judy Johnson
and Past President – Diana Glover. They were installed at the May
13th dinner when the local essay winners were honored, and a
memorial service was held.
Gloria Riherd reported 17 new members. A picnic in August was
the kick-off for membership. The committee thanks the state
association with the financial support to the picnic. The money was
used to buy chicken and picnic paper supplies.

Left to Right: Nancy May, Gerri Larson, Diana Glover, Cheryl Zimiga,
Kandee Snoozy, Gloria Riherd and Judy Johnson

Brookings Area
by Louie Skubic

The Brookings Area Retired Teacher’s Association (BARTA) had
its first luncheon meeting of the 2008-2009 season at the Brookings
Activity Center on September 26. Vice president Dave Peterson
presided. Other officers are: Maurice Monahan, secretary; Leon
Bush, treasurer; and Wayne Peterson, chaplain.
Five new members, who were present, were welcomed and four others
are expected to become members. The brochure, made available
to all members, reveals the schedule of programs for the season’s
eight meetings. The program for this meeting was a presentation by
Brookings City Engineer, Jackie Lanning. She talked about all the
city projects now taking place and others planned for the future.
The present year’s elected president, Hugh Ackman, was not able
to preside at this meeting because he was recovering from a recent
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fall. He had laid out the plans for the year. On this agenda were
pre-arranged programs for each of this year’s meetings. One of his
goals was to stimulate more interest among new retirees to join this
organization. Within a week after the first meeting, we were all
saddened to hear that he had suddenly died unexpectedly. He will
be missed by all.
One of the activities of this unit that has been on-going since 1986.
That is the participation in AARP’s Driver Safety Program (DSP).
Lou Skubic and Clayton Knofczynski have served as instructors for
these courses, and they have taught classes regularly for all these
years. AARP has designated May of each year as Driver Safety
Month. This summer’s class was offered in May in recognition of
AARP’s proclamation.

Madison Area
by Betty Beyer

The Madison Area members had a busy year, 2007-2008. Ruth
Spencer, the coordinator for the AARP/SDRTA Grandparent essay
contest, kept us busy. We helped judge many essays. It was very
interesting and fun to read such a fine array of information.
For one of our programs, Dr. Knowlton of Dakota State University
told about the new programs that were put into place. We were
pleased to learn that DSU was named by the World News as the
Best Baccalaureate College in the Midwest. We also heard from
Supt. Vincent Schaeffer of the Madison High School. He brought
a student who told us about the “Close Up” program at the school.
The students had a chance to go to Washington, DC and work with
other students from all over the country on various themes.
We had seven members attend the state convention in Pierre. It was so
interesting, and two of our members did a breakout session featuring
Barb Hoff with her quilting and Betty Beyer with the knitting. We

The driving instructors for the Brookings area are Lou Skubic
and Clayton Knofczynski.

Huron Area
by Bev Erdahl

The Huron Area Retired Teachers Association assists the Violet
Tschetter Nursing Home with their monthly birthday celebration
for the residents. The nursing home provides cake and ice cream.
A local florist shop provides flowers for each resident having a
birthday that month. The HARTA arranges for the entertainment.
All residents are invited to the party. The former teachers seat the
residents, present the flowers, serve the dessert and drink, then help
clean up afterwards.
From the left, clockwise: Cole Acheson, Chester winner of Grandparent essay
in the east; Attendees at the convention - Carol White, Anne Lee Neidert,
Barb Hoff, Ruth Spencer, Elaine Brown, Mona Reising and Betty Beyer; Ruth
Spencer presenting the state winner of the Grandparent award; One of our
meetings; Mona Reisig accepts an award at the state convention in Pierre.

were thrilled when Mark Greguson, representing Chester School
received the $10,000 Andrus Grant. We had informed the Chester
School about the grant opportunity so it was an honor to see them
get it. Another interesting program was presented by Beth Knuths,
a volunteer in the Madison Elementary School. She and others have
famous masters paintings that they place in the schoolrooms and
give programs to the students about them.
Huron Retired Teachers meet with residents of the Violet Tschetter Nursind
Home. Standing left to right are Rozella Glanzer, Jeanette Tschetter, Paulette
White and Sue Gose. Sue is the project coordinator.
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Our special project is Prairie Village Library. This summer Carol
White and her husband repainted the steps, porch and ramp. It is

always a busy time during Prairie Village Days in August when we
act as hosts and visit with folks near and far.
It was a great year, and we’re looking forward to another interesting
and GREEN one. We’re looking toward Flandreau and Dell Rapids
to increase our membership.

ME!” We are so glad he accepted the invitation.
George Smith and Cliff Vitters attended the AARP Leadership
Workshop in Sioux Falls on Sept. 19th.

Milbank Area

by Cliff Vitters
Introduction of new officers 2008-2009:
President – Cliff Vitters
Secretary – Mavis Olson - (Clarice Robertson - Acting Secretary in
absence of Sec.)
Treasurer /Membership – Arlys Lambrechts
Legislative – George L. Smith
Community Services – Cliff Vitters
MARTA Unit baked bars and cookies for AARP Day of Service
May 8. The Departments receiving the “goodies” were:
Police, Sheriff, Fire Hall, Hospital & Nutrition Cart, City Office, St.
William’s Home, Golden Living Center, Medical Clinic, & Grant
Co. Public Library.

Nine members of the Milbank unit participated in the Farley Fest parade.

Mitchell Area

A Social Event entitled “Country School Days” was held May 15
at the Pizza Ranch. Nine members shared their Country School
experiences. (Shirley Zahn, Shirley Schmidt, Ruth Modin, Ruth
Walth, Vangie Heupel, Lorraine Lesnar, Arlys Lambrechts, George
Smith and Mavis Olson) The “Happy Birthday Song” was sung by
all members – in celebration of AARP’s 50th. Cake was served.
Each member in attendance took home a juicy red apple.
On June 29th, MARTA members – George Smith, Arlys Lambrechts,
Shirley Schmidt, Jane Popowski, Mavis Olson and Cliff Vitters
participated in the Farley Fest Parade, proudly displaying the AARP
50th Anniversary banner.
On July 9th George Smith attended the N.E. Regional Action Team
meeting in Huron. We are looking forward to hosting the N.E. RAT
meeting on Oct. 14 (2nd Tuesday) at the Pizza Ranch 12 noon.

Officers of the Mitchell Retired Teachers are (left to right) Kathleen
Zimmerman, legislative and booklet chair; Norma Bietz, president and caller
chair; Devonia Oster, vice president and publicity and Luella Range, treasurer.
Absent was Mary Ann Luelwicz

Northern Hills Area

There were 25 in attendance at the AARP Brown Bag Luncheon held
here in Milbank at the Visitor Center. Ten were MARTA members/
family members. Karen Kovar, of Sioux Falls, spoke on Identity
Theft. Many THANKS to AARP for sponsoring this BBL, plus all
the other events or trips to Lobby Days to Pierre, SD.
Nine members took part in the Milbank’s Homecoming parade,
again displaying AARP’s 50th banner. We would like to thank Mr.
George Smith for driving in the June 29th parade and Mr. Clayton
Olson for driving in the September 12 Homecoming parade.
We are eagerly looking forward to our first official meeting on
September 18th. Our very special guest will be Mr. Rob Wylie of
SDRS. I remember his last statement during the State RTA meeting
this year – “I am willing to speak to each unit in SD – JUST INVITE

Helen Auer, president of the Northern Hills Retired Teachers, looked over
legislative information with Leni Healy at the Leadership Workshop in Rapid
City in September.
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Oahe Area

Redfield

The Oahe Area Retired Teachers have had two meetings this fall. At
our first meeting a local insurance agent talked to the group about
insurance supplements and discussed the Medicare part D. The
October meeting included the Supt. Terry Kraft of the Mobridge/
Pollock schools, talking about the new school being built at
Mobridge, along with other educational concerns. Other activities at
our first two meetings included recognition of both Don and Carolyn
Paulson for their awards at the state convention. New members as
well as old members were welcomed back for this years’ meetings.

The Redfield Area Teachers entered a float in the Fourth of July
Parade. Two of our members rode in it. Some of our members
attended the Fall Leadership meeting held in Huron. This month we
held a Meet Your Candidate evening at the Senior Center Building
in Redfield. The candidates for Spink County offices and the
candidates for the state Senate and House were present to meet and
visit with those who attended. On our last meeting day we invited
prospective members to join us for pie and coffee and encouraged
them to join our group.

by Lyle Kemnitz

by Mary Tubandt

Our November 18th meeting will be held in Pollock.
This year’s officers include: President Lyle Kemnitz
V. President Deloris Kluckman
Secretary Audry Lesmeister
Treasurer Virgil Binfet
Communications Donna Sherwood

Pierre Area
On Septemeber 20, 2008 thirteen men and women were inducted
into the South Dakota Hall of Fame at ceremonies in Aberdeen.
One of them was Dr. James Hansen, a member of the Pierre Area
Retired Teachers. Members are very proud of Dr. Hansen and the
accomplishments he has brought to the association, besides his other
activities.
Dr. Hansen taught math, physics and
chemistry at Philip High School and was
also the principal there. He served as
superintendent at Wessington, Gregory
and Madison. In 1976 he joined the
South Dakota Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education. He served as the
Secretary of the Department of Education
and Cultural Affairs.
He has been
instrumental in developing policy for the
SD Retirement System. He has been on the
Board of Regents since 1995.
“Congratulations” to Dr. Hansen. He and his wife Dora live in
Pierre.
Pierre Area members are pleased that a local 5th grader, Sydney
Palmer, was the state winner of the Grandparent Essay Contest.
Sydney read her essay at the local meeting in May. Her teacher, Kim
Davis, also attended the meeting and asked to speak to the group.
She expressed her appreciation of the grandparent essay contest
because there is a set number of words, it is a subject children like
to write about and it can sometimes be done in their free time. The
savings bond is a nice incentive and bonus. Ms. Davis chooses to
use this essay contest in the classroom rather than some others that
are available.
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Sioux Falls Area
by Pat Baxter

Near the end of the school year in May 2008, Harriett Wendt,
Community Affairs Chair, coordinated the members of our group to
staff Pioneer Lane at the north end of the Sioux Empire Fair Grounds.
The volunteers explained what life was like years ago when these
buildings were occupied. Pioneer Lane consists of four buildings;
a log cabin built in 1869, an Episcopal church, the Rutland Train
Depot and a schoolhouse. Approximately 500 students from Sioux
Falls schools visited Pioneer Lane.
John Landegent, retired teacher and a member of Kiwanis East in
Sioux Falls, secured the help of many retired teachers and Kiwanians
to scrape, repair, glaze the windows, and paint the exterior of the
buildings It was to be a Kiwanis One Day project, but with rainy
weather the restoration turned into a two month project. Their work
has been praised by many visitors.
In August, Harriett Wendt again coordinated 56 volunteers, working
2 hour shifts for five days, who answered questions about the four
buildings during the Sioux Empire Fair. The most popular spot for
the fair attendees was the log cabin with 2,262 visitors. Total visitors
to all four buildings during the fair were 6,208.
Our monthly meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of each month
at the Royal Fork Buffet Restaurant, 4610 W Empire, located south
of the Empire Mall. Our meetings begin at 11:00 a.m. and end
at 1:00 p.m. In December we will meet on the second Tuesday.
Visitors are welcome.
For each of our meetings we have a feature presentation in addition
to our main speaker. The features during the year will include
students from the high schools presenting their oral interpretation
selections. We also will have our members showcase their talent
and have a display of their hobbies. Evelyn Ruth Knoff, retired
teacher and author of “Life Between the Stitches”, will lead a book
talk. The local VFW will present a Flag Folding Ceremony.
Almost 100 members attending our first meeting in August heard
the Rev. Roger Fredrikson speaking on “Living Life to the Full”.
The Feature was a report from Lane Rubin, Boys State, and Julie
Brennan, Girls State, with a thank you for the financial support that

they were given. Our September program was presented by Dr.
Pam Homan, speaking on “What’s Happening in the Sioux Falls
Schools?” Our feature was poetry/prose by member Johanna Iken.
Our October meeting was presented by one of our members, Dee
Sanford-Walker. She showed slides of exciting things in Alaska.
Our November meeting will be an update on the happenings at the
Children’s Inn. Our December meeting will be a vocal concert from
Roosevelt High School.
We are proud to be the Home Chapter of our State President, Al
Price.

The Southeast Area Retired Teachers met Wednesday, September 10
at 10:00 a.m. at the Vermillion Public Library.
Officers for the 2008-09 year are: Pat Dusseau, president; Edith
Siegrist vice-president; Brenda Martens, secretary and Marlys
Stensaas, tresurer.
Edith introduced Cleo Erickson who is in charge of the Austin
Whittemore House and its historical records. Cleo told us about
the genealogy records available at the Whittemore House. There
is a book of pictures of post cards available on October 5th at the
Whittemore House. There are 600 photos in a 302 page book (8 x
11) for $35. The 150th Anniversary of Vermillion will be celebrated
all year in 2009. August 6, 7, and 8th will be the biggest celebration
with monthly events all year.
Cleo told of a genealogy search for a man who left Sweden in 1914.
He lived in the Meckling area from 1914 to 1947 when he died.
Many immigrants came to Vermillion in the 1860’s. Cleo gave out
souvenirs for the celebration.
At the October 8th meeting, the guest speaker was Leah Bornison,
who presented a program of Mental Aerobics. Leah is with the
Union County Extension Office and connected with the SDSU
outreach programs. She gave each member a packet with the various
exercises. She said there are many books on the subject.

Members of the Sioux Falls unit helped staff Pioneer Lane on the Sioux Empire
Fair Grounds. Many students visited and enjoyed this 1869 cabin.

Southeast (Vermillion) Area
by Pat Dusseau

The Southeast Area Retired Teachers unit has changed their luncheon
meetings to morning meetings since February, and members feel
that it has been a successful change. After the meeting, members
can go on to other activities or get together in groups and go out for
lunch.

Right: Edis Anderson displays the
Reminiscent Teacher Award given to
her for the essay she wrote on her
teaching experiences.
Below: The bubblegum party with
residents of the nursing home in
Vermillion was fun for all

A membership party / AARP birthday party was held at the
Vermillion Public Library in the meeting room May 14th at 4:00 PM.
A’50s theme was carried out as members listened to ‘50s music in
the background while enjoying refreshments. Guests and members
were introduced. A hula hoop contest was held; then a bubblegum
contest followed with a multiple choice quiz about ‘50s music and
personalities. Prizes were given for the winners in the contests.
Pictures had been gathered a month before the party, so a large
display was set up with pictures of members when they were
teenagers or as they looked during the ‘50s The use of modern
technology was employed as some of the pictures were enlarged
and any creases or spots from old photos were removed and the
pictures were reprinted.
Edis Anderson received her Reminiscent Teacher Award that was
brought back from the state convention.
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Watertown Area
by Annette Belkonnen

WARTA kicked off the new year by attempting to get healthier.
Danielle Miller, new dietitian at our Hy-Vee store, brought us a
veggie tray with blackbean dip and taught us about the great value
of eating our vegetables. She also provided recipes for preparing
unusual veggies and a dozen tote bags to help us “go green”. We
also collected school supplies for children in the Watertown and
Florence schools.
At the September meeting Watertown High School senior Thad
Titze told us of his experiences as a SD delegate to the American
Legion’s Boys’ Nation in Washington, DC this summer. Many in
attendance had taught Thad or his parents, so we are very proud
of his many accomplishments. SDRTA President-elect Pat Johnson
also reported on her week in Washington at the AARP Life at 50+
events and the NRTA leadership training sessions.
This summer WARTA was represented at the AARP 50th Anniversary
events at Crazy Horse and at the SD State Fair where we helped serve
cake. Four WARTA members attended the leadership workshop in
Sioux Falls September 19. Twenty-three of our members participated
in the SDRTA bus trip to St. Croix Falls and the Guthrie Theater.
At upcoming meetings we plan to have Leni Healy and Sam Wilson
discuss the cooperative work of AARP and SDRTA in October; an
update on CPR and fire safety with local firefighters in November,
and Bill Zubke will share some of his candy making secrets and
techniques in December.
WARTA has several new members. We appreciated the SDRTA
grant to help boost membership. We used part of it to give a free
membership which was won by Sue Johnson. Anyone is welcome
to visit our meetings which are held at the Elks’ Lodge, 600 West
Kemp in Watertown, on the second Thursday each month. We have
breakfast at 8:30 with our programs beginning at 9:30.

Winner Area

by Rose Marie Rush
It looks like Winner Area Retired Teachers are off to a very good
start. We have a new set of officers. President is Donna Brozik,
vice-president is Rose Rush, Don Van Cleave is the new secretary,
and Arvis Simkin remains the treasurer.
Ten people attended the state convention in April/May. Wanita
Phillips received the Reminiscent Award this year for Winner. Doris
Rysavy took home a certificate of appreciation for outstanding
volunteer in the Winner area. Don Van Cleave received the Florence
Krieger award. We also had a third place Grandparent Essay winner,
Rachel Tate, who received a $200 scholarship from AARP. Jo Ann
Haffield presented Love and Logic at two sessions at the convention.
We are very proud and happy with our unit.
In going through my notes I noted that Winner Area Retired Teacher
Association started May 1978. That means we are celebrating our
30th anniversary. I also discovered that we have two charter members
attending or are active in some way. They are Wanita Phillips and
Frances Nelson. “Happy Birthday” to us, and a special THANKS
to these people for starting the unit and for their continued support.
Maybe you remember in our last newsletter that Frances Nelson
(96) gave a splendid book review. What troopers they are . .
Our schoolhouse project did well this summer, thanks to Marsha
Risseeuw, a Modern Woodman Representative, who helped us get
matching funds for this project. We had a pie and ice cream social at
the museum in June. The check was given to the Historical Society,
and they in turn had the roof repaired. Marsha is also an active
retired teacher in our unit. We are starting a new fund to continue
with other repairs for the schoolhouse.
The council met in August to organize the programs for the year
and also sent the welcome/membership letters out. We had no
teachers retire from the school systems this year and therefore no
new members were invited. We do send letters to all on this first
month telling them of the dues, the programs for the year and any
other information that is of importance.
We had our first meeting on Sept. 17th, a noon luncheon at the
Double C and D Restaurant with 21 members attending. The
program speaker was Ty Littau, Boy State Governor. This is our
third Boys State Governor from Winner High School. Ty did a great
job telling us of his experiences, his feelings, the people he came in
contact with and all the fun and busy times he had. We know how
he received this award as he is a very neat and hard working young
man.
Next month Donna, our president, will be giving us information on
the amendments for the upcoming election on Nov. 4.

Pat Johnson (right), bus trip guide, visits with Rose Rush and Donna Brozik of
Winner at the apple farm in Minnesota.
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The Van Cleaves, Jo Haffield, Donna Brozik and Rose Marie Rush
had much fun on the Fall Tour which included a production at the
Guthrie Theatre. Thank you, Pat and Annette, for all your special
work to make this a great trip.

More Pierre Area News by Jean Easland
We meet the third Wednesday of the month at the Double C and D
Restaurant at 11:30. You are always welcome to join us any time
you are in town.
Wanita Phillips

Frances Nelson

The Pierre RTA had their first meeting September 30 with RSVP/
PARS speakers. We had several new retirees and potential members.
Other programs for the year are:
*Carolyn Elwood, who spent a year teaching Kindergarten in Barrow,
Alaska
*Mayor Laurie Gill, who will inform us on our “Downtown
Revitalization”
*Legislative Update/Scott Carbonneau on Eagle Creek, a new
computer company
*Elderhostel with Gaytha Ten Eyck
*Geocaching with Ron Woodburn
Our Pierre members volunteered in October to help with the 2008
Teacher Leadership Conference, pack bags of food for the “Backpack
Program” and pack Thanksgiving/Christmas meals for Pierre Area
Referral Service. We are always willing to help in the community.

SDRTA MEMORIAL SERVICE
MAY 1, 2008
Both Wanita and Frances are charter members of the Winner Retired Teachers
which is celebrating their 30th anniversary.

Yankton Area
by Marilyn Kratz

The Yankton Area Retired Teachers held their first meeting of the
year on Thursday, September 4, beginning with lunch at Hillcrest
Country Club. President Marilyn Kratz introduced Al Sinclair who
discussed ballot issues affecting the county this November.
Speaker for the event was Mike Dellinger, Executive Director of
Yankton Economic Development Council. He told of plans to
expand the economy of Yankton.
Welcomed as new members were Bob Medeck, Pat Schulze, and
Mary Lautenschlager. Pat Keller provided door prizes. Kratz gave a
Green Tip at the conclusion of the meeting.
The next meeting was Thursday, October 2. Educational television
and the switch to digital television were the topics presented by the
speakers.

Yankton Area members are shown paying their dues at their first
meeting in September.

Selma Anderson
Leonard Balsiger
Jack Bedessem
Carol Bohlander
Mary Bowar
Burton Brage
Bill Britton
Marjorie Britton
Dolores Brown
Margaret N. Cassell
Esther Claseman
Vitalis Cole
Dell Colwell
Henry Coolidge
Rose Dolejsi
Lena Druse
Aleene Early
Evelyn Elliott
Ethel Emley
Marian C. Fairbairne
Emilie C. Fugate
Arden R. Gronlund
Eva Haka
Pearl Herried
Viola Herrman
Norma Immel
Edna Mae Johns
Hildegarde Johnson
Marge Johnson

Marian Johnson
Mary Geffre Johnson
Betty Karns
Lois Koehntopp
Alice Kriz
Dorothy Lampert
Betty Larsen
Kathryn Larsen
Alma Lomica
Helen Manley
Gail McLaughlin
Muriel Nuffer
Wilma Obenauer
Helen Obr
Helen R. Painter
Evelyn Peterson
Kathryn Poelstra
Marie Ripley
Lloyd Romereim
Delbert Schwarting
Lucille Sieverson
James Solon
Shirley Staben
Sidney Stallinga
Letitia Stormo
Lucia Tysdal
Charlotte Wallingford
Rozella Wieger
Ida Zimmerman

Cathy Zubke and Annette Belkonen of Watertown placed carnations in vases to
honor each of the deceased members. Bill Zubke was the narrator.
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SDRTA Fall Trip to
Minnesota & Wisconsin
by Shirley Rice

“The Little House on the Prairie’ play was wonderful,” said Gerri
Larson of Rapid City, “and now I want to go home and read the
books again.” “The highlight for me,” commented Rose Rush of
Winner, “was the Guthrie Theatre, and the musical production was
outstanding.”

SDRTA Trip #8 began early on Monday, the 22nd of September,
with a busload of West River passengers departing from Pierre, then,
picking up travelers at Highmore and Redfield. At mid-morning we
arrived in Watertown and met up with tour guides, Pat and Annette,
and the second bus of travelers.
That evening near St. Croix Falls we went to the Chateau St. Croix
Winery where we were wined and dined with delicious food and
award winning wines, all this with beautiful harp music for our
listening pleasure. What a superb ending to the first day of the
tour!
Tuesday morning we boarded the bus in “good spirits” despite the
cloudy, overcast skies and traveled to
the St. Croix Festival Theatre to attend a Children’s Theatre
performance of “Ama and the White Crane”. It
was in this 400-year-old Japanese theatre tradition of kabuki (music,
dance, and skill) that we saw the age-oldstruggle between the forces of good and evil. It was delightful
watching local youngsters, who ranged in age
from 9 ½ to 14 years of age, perform with a professional actor.
Mid-morning the group took a relaxing and peaceful paddle boat
cruise on the scenic St. Croix River as
the river boat pilot gave an informative talk about the river and the
formations left behind by the glaciers.
In the afternoon , the group divided into three groups to rotate
through three activities:
1) the St. Croix River Visitor Center- ---We learned about the
history of the river from the days of fur trading and logging and from
exploitation to recreation and preservation; today, the river is clean
and free-flowing due to the national system created for protecting
rivers when the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act became law in 1968.
2) the WI Interstate Pot Holes Park----Barb Hillestad of Pierre
summed up this activity, “ the venture to the Ice Age trails at
Interstate Park was a great learning experience. Our naturalist guide
was superb as she ticked off billions of years of geologic history in a
few minutes. The views of the St. Croix River Gorge were inspiring
and breath-taking. The trail was physically challenging in places,
but the survivors were proud of their accomplishments”.
3) shopping the unique shops in St. Croix which included seeing a
potter at work and visiting a wool shop with displays of hooked rugs
and wall hangings.
On Wednesday morning we traveled into Minneapolis, crossing
the newly-opened I-35 bridge spanning the Mississippi River, and
arrived at the Guthrie Theatre. We were treated to backstage tours
of this state-of-the-art facility and enjoyed the splendid views of the
river and downtown area from the 4th and 9th floor viewing areas.
After lunch at the Old Spaghetti Factory, we returned to the Guthrie
to attend the new musical, “Little House on the Prairie” starring
Melissa Gilbert, “Laura” of the Little House TV series, playing the
role of “Ma”.
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The new Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis was the main destination of the
September bus trip. The play, “Little House on the Prairie” was enjoyed
by all.

Our last stop in the Twin Cities was the Landmark Center in St.
Paul, the Old Federal Courts Building now on the National Register
of Historic Places. It serves as an arts and cultural center. Prior to
the tour, we heard a presentation by Edna who stirred up our interest
as she related tales of the early days which included gangsters and
red light districts. Our thanks to Bill and Cathy Zubke for providing
yummy fudge for dessert.
After everyone had boarded the buses on Thursday morning, each of
us were pleasantly surprised to receive a lovely rose from the city
of Roseville. Our last stop was at Apple Jack Orchards, where we
browsed the gift shop, ate an apple “goodie” at the restaurant, and
grabbed a bag or two of apples to take home.
There were so many favorable comments about this trip. Here are
a couple:
Don Van Cleve, Winner: “As usual, Pat and Annette did one
outstanding job of planning every detail for this fun and educational
excursion. Can’t wait to see what they come up with next.”
Carol Pickering, Pierre: “ Pat and Annette did a wonderful job of
getting everything (and I do mean everything) well organized and
getting us where we needed to be on time.---Would I go again?? In
a heartbeat!!”
“Hats off” to Annette and Pat for a job well done, and thanks from
the Pierre bus travelers to Shirley Eisnach for “keeping an eye on
us” to and from Watertown and making sure all went well

Bus Trip Report
The September 2008 bus trip was enjoyable for all who
went on the tour, but it was also a most profitable venture for
SDRTA. Pat Johnson, one of the tour directors, reports that a
profit of $1861.57 was made. Pat and Annette Belkonen are
starting to plan the next trip so they held $250 of the profit for
seed money. Where is that bus heading next?

Treasure Box Opened
by Diana Glover

system, and Dr. James Hansen, one of the SDRS trustees.
Starting with the July payments of this year, recipients saw an
increase in benefits, brought about by legislative action earlier
this year.

What a treasure we found in the 2008 State Convention of
SDRTA on April 30th and May 1st!! Of course, that was the
theme, wasn’t it? Breakout sessions were termed “Retirement
Treasures”, and as I participated, I “danced”, I traveled on
back roads, and I learned about reiki.

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of AARP, birthday cupcakes
were shared. AARP South Dakota and SD Retired Teachers
Association work hand in hand to provide “treasures” to
members across the state. Leni Healy brought greetings and
information from her office.

A real “gem” of a treasure was the music brought to us by
Hank Fridell, elementary principal of Custer, SD. His gift
of observation of school situations, then putting them to a
parody brought lots of grins and laughter. We missed meeting
his wife, Marianne, and we also missed Lily Liu from the
Washington, DC office of AARP. She was scheduled to speak
but had taken a bad fall in California and couldn’t be with us.

Sam Wilson of AARP South Dakota and Ruth Spencer of
the Madison Retired Teachers announced the winner of the
Grandparent Essay Contest. This year’s winner was Sydney
Palmer of Pierre. She read her essay giving kudos to her
grandfather who certainly is a treasure in her life.

It was a delight again to have Governor Michael Rounds with
us. After speaking for a while, he turned the tables and asked
for questions. He addressed the question of outside interests
pouring lots of money into our state to influence ballot issues.
He asked for all former military men and women to stand and
receive applause. There were many in the audience, and each
one is a treasure.

Treasures in packages and gift bags were distributed by Emily
Zacher and Kandee Snoozy of Rapid City, but the winners
had to work for them. A fun quiz of the states was held to
determine who would win the door prizes.
Of course, there was someone who prepared the “treasure
box”. It was convention organizer and state president,
Charollene Coates, and she made sure we all went home with
some “loot”.

The evening was full of fun! Bill Zubke of Watertown jumped
and danced about the stage in his shorts as he inspired us to
“catch the stage”. He concluded by sharing his fudge-making
talents and along with his wife, Cathy, passed out various
flavors of fudge to the banquet go-er’s.
“Florence Krieger”, aka LaRee Mayes of Rapid City, appeared.
Dressed in her best suit, “Florence” told of the beginnings of
the state retired teachers association and about some of her
spunky students at Rapid City High School. She presented
the prestigious award, given in her name, to Don McCleve of
Winner for his outstanding service to Retired Teachers, both
on the local and state levels.
The evening wasn’t over as the Over Forte’ dance band from
Pierre played for two hours for listening and dancing pleasure.
It was hard to believe we had packed so many treasures into
a day!
On Thursday morning, the memorial service was held. During
the business meeting, officers for the 2008 – 2010 term were
elected. Al Price of Sioux Falls was installed as the new
president; Pat Johnson as president-elect and Lyle Kemnitz as
vice-president. Charollene Coates became the past-president,
and other officers, elected and appointed, remained the same.
Because of its conservative nature, South Dakota’s retirement
system is a “treasure”. It was good to hear the affirmation
of that from Rob While, executive director of the retirement

Ruth Spencer presents the 1st plave plaque to Sydney Palmer of Pierre.
Sydney wrote about her grandfather who follows her in sporting events.

Hank Fridell of Custer
entertained with music
throughout the convention.
Photo by: Ted Kneebone
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$10,000 Ethel Percy Andrus Legacy Award
Winner

FLORENCE KRIEGER AWARD
Don Van Cleave, Winner Area RTA

At the spring convention of South Dakota Retired Teachers
in Pierre, the Chester Area School Superintendent Mark
Greguson accepted the AARP $10,000 Andrus Legacy
Award. Pat Gross, volunteer president for AARP SD, made
the presentation. Similar awards were made in all 50 states
in recognition of the 50th anniversary of Ethel Percy Andrus’
founding of AARP, the follow-up organization to National
Retired Teachers Association (founded in 1947).
This $10,000 award money will be used for the Chester Area
Cyber School which offers online classes and instruction via
the Intranet to students in 26 Huetterite Colonies. The program
was started with the hopes of reaching 15 to 20 students in
eight colonies, but now serves 260 students.
In accepting the award and check, Supt. Greguson shared
letters of appreciation from students who have been involved
in the intranet learning program. Whereas most students in
a Huetterite Colony never attended school beyond eighth
grade, these students now have the opportunity because of the
Chester Cyber School.

“Florence Krieger” appeared from the past to present her namesake
award to this year’s winner Don Van Cleave.

REMINISCENT TEACHERS ESSAYS
BHRTA

Dr. Phyllis Dixon
Norma Eckmann
Thelma Hennager
Lolian Rehfeld

Aberdeen Area RTA

Dr. Jerome R. Rosonke
Oahe (Mobridge) RTA
Donald Paulson

Philip RTA
Vivian Hansen

Winner Area RTA
Wanita Phillips

Watertown Area RTA
Willa Austin

Southeast Area
(Vermillion) RTA
Edis Anderson

Yankton Area RTA
Elizabeth Lewis
Supt. Mark Greguson is shown with his first grade teacher,
Charoleene Coates.

OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD
BHRTA
Catherine Dimock

2008 SDRTA AWARDS
At the spring convention, the following awards were presented
by President Charollene Coates.

PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Diana Glover, Rapid City
Art Shaver, Sioux Falls
Marrietta Catlin, Pierre
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Pam Mettler
Vijaya Ramakrishnan
Aberdeen Area RTA
Evelyn Blum
Huron Area RTA
Susan Gose

Oahe (Mobridge) RTA
Carolyn Paulson

Watertown Area RTA
Ruth Olson
Pierre Area RTA
Dr. James O. Hansen
Winner Area RTA
Doris Rysavy

Congratulations To All!

In Memory of my Wife,
Ida Zimmerman
1918-2008
Ben Zimmerman, Ramona

~ A Big Thank You~

DISTINGUIShED
AWARD
DISTINGUIShED PERSON

FOR

A

Former president of SDRTA, Dr. Charollene Coates of Rapid
City, was honored on September 26 with the Distinguished
Professional Achievement Award by her alma mater,
Northwestern College in Orange City, Iowa.

to
Shirley Eisnach
her committee, AARP staff
members and volunteers for all the
AARP 50th Anniversary Activities
Keep celebrating Life at 50+!
Smiles from all the cake-eaters

In Honor of my grandson,
Kaleb John Glover
Have a wonderful year in
kindergarten!
Grandma Diana Glover

In Honor of

Mark Greguson
1956-1957 Platte
School First Grader
and 2008
Superintendent
of the Legacy
Award Winning
Chester School By
Charollene Coates

www.sdrta.net
When Charollene Coates became president of SDRTA in
2006, one of her goals was to get a website established for the
association. She did just that. Below is the table of contents
for the site. Whether a person is looking for the bylaws or
wanting to spend some time reading Reminiscent Essays, the
website is the place to go for the following items.
• About SDRTA
• Calendar
• Board of
Directors
• Bylaws
• Minutes
• Unit Information
• Past Presidents
• Bus Tours

• Legislative
Updates
• Community
Service
• Newsletters
• New Members
• Contributors

• Annual
Convention
• Grandparent
Essay
• Reminiscent
Teacher
Awards

If possible, it would be great to have computers at a unit
meeting and go through the website with members.

Her sister, Marrietta Catlin of Pierre, was there to introduce
Charollene. Both sisters were raised in Douglas County, and
both became teachers. Many of Charollene’s college friends
and most of her family were present to see her receive the
award.
Charollene’s career spanned from kindergarten through
graduate school. She taught at Acher, Iowa and at Platte,
Corsica, Igloo and Douglas Schools (Rapid City) in SD. With
the Douglas Schools, she was an administrator and director
of an innovative experimental school. She became part of
the Teacher Corps staff of Black Hills State University and
conducted a degree program on the Pine Ridge Reservation.
For six years, Charollene was executive director of the School
Administrators of SD. She was the first and only woman who
has served in that capacity. The last 15 years of her career, she
was a professor of education, department chair and director of
student teaching at Chadron State, Nebraska.
Congratulations, Charollene! SDRTA members join family
and friends in wishing her continued success and joy in all her
retirement activities, including supervising student teachers,
cooking for family events and cheering on the grandsons at
cross-country meets.

Sympathy is extended to the family
and friends of Hugh Ackman of
Brookings. Hugh died unexpectedly
in Septemeber. He was just beginning
his term as president there and will be
missed by all.
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Living History School
Each year there are national awards for “With Our Youth”
programs across the country. The Black Hills Retired
Teachers Association has carried out the Living History
School at Keystone for six years, and it has been nominated
before but in April 2008, Marrietta Catlin, state Community
Service chair, suggested another try at it.
Again, this project did not receive one of the top awards, but
was recognized with a letter from Rebecca Villarreal from
NRTA.
Following is part of the description of the project as sent
with the nomination:
Members of the Black Hills Retired Teachers Association
in Rapid City, SD offer field trips to classes at the Old
Keystone School and Museum in Keystone, SD (26 miles
from Rapid City). Bonita Ley, who attended the Keystone
School, has spearheaded the project, sending invitations to
schools within 75 miles, scheduling the visits and recruiting
retired teachers for the project. She is assisted by Marilyn
Fitzgerald.
The pioneer classes are offered in May. As students arrive,
they hear the old bell ringing through the valley, then are
greeted by teachers dressed in clothing similar to that worn
100 years ago. Students don pinafores, bonnets, caps and
suspenders as they take on the role of a pioneer child. Math
and penmanship lessons are done on slates, and an old
time spelling bee is held. They are shown a lunch pail (old
lard pail), and they learn about inkwells, cloak closets,
washbasins and other classroom items from the 1890’s
through the early 1900’s. Some time is spent in the museum
which is also housed in the old school.

Curriki – Have You Heard of It?
Curriki is a nonprofit organization dedicated to improving
education by empowering teachers, students and parents with
universal access to free and open-source curricula. Curriki is
building the first and only Internet site that offers a complete
course of open-source instruction and assessment for K-12.
Curriki offers an easy way for retired teachers to share
expertise with teachers everywhere. Simply log on to www.
curriki.org/nrta and register. Once you’ve confirmed your
free membership, you can easily upload content including:
• Lesson plans
• Lectures
• Study problems
• Case studies
• Videos
• Web links
• Entire curricula
• Any educational resource
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Marilyn Fitzgerald, who helps coordinate the visits by school classes
at the Living History School in Keystone, SD, is shown in her pioneer
teaching garb.

Bonita Key, coordinator of the Living History School project, points out
photos of early pioneers of the Black Hills.

It’s blue, blue, blue . . . blue for Baby Colin
Noah Wilson, son of Sam and Jennifer Wilson,
of Sioux Falls. All members of SDRTA
and friends extend “Congratulations” to the
Wilson’s. Colin was born August 24 and
weighed 8 pounds on the button!

T

Images From Around The State
Mike West & Don Kennedy

John Hofer,
Huron
The Zubke’s

“Florence”

The Governor

Al Price
Mike & Marcia West
Kim Davis & Sydney Palmer

Donna Fischer & Charollene Coates

*************************************************************************************
Membership is “every-member’s business”. Please pass along this enrollment form to colleagues who are
retired or “about-to-be-retired”. Remember all school personnel are invited to join and enjoy the benefits of
the South Dakota Retired Teachers Association.
*********************************************************************************************
cut and mail to Art Shaver

Yes, I want to join the South Dakota Retired Teachers Association
Name ______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
City ________________________ State________ Zip ______
Phone ________________ Email ________________________
Send this form and $15 (annual state dues) to:
Art Shaver
908 E 61st St.
Sioux Falls, SD 57108
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Unit Presidents, Addresses, Phone Numbers, Email Addresses
Aberdeen Area
Jerome Rosonke
38205 142nd Street
Mansfield, SD 57460
605-225-2025
mjrhome@nrctv.com

Huron Area
Bev Erdahl
580 11th St., SW
Huron, SD 57350
605-352-4746
lberd@hur.midco.net

Milbank Area
Cliff Vitters
515 South 3rd St.
Milbank, SD 57252
605-432-4982
vjmking@wat.midco.net

Oahe (Mobridge)
Lyle Kemnitz
1011 1st Ave W
Mobridge, SD 57601
605-845-3839
lkemnitz@westriv.com

Sioux Falls
Pat Baxter
204 E Lotta St
Sioux Falls, SD 57105
605-334-7305
patbax1@yahoo.com

Bennett County
Shirlee Rice
29122 231st Ave
Tuthill, SD 57574
605-685-6123
riceas@gwtc.net

Kimball Area
Elsie Petula
Box 279
Kimball, SD 57355
605-778-6511

Mitchell Area
Norma Bietz
2202 E lst St.
Mitchell, SD 57301
605-996-5792 &
605-999-3496
hnbietz@earthlink.net

Philip Area
Marcia West
Box 430
Philip, SD 57567
605-859-2213
cmmmwest@gwtc.net

Southeast Area
(Vermillion)
Pat Dusseau
1619 Vonnie St
Vermillion, SD 57069
605-624-2184
pdusseau@vyn.midco.
net

Black Hills (Rapid City
Area)
Nancy May
4619 Bellewood Drive
Rapid City, SD 57702
605-718-0666
nancymay@rushmore.com
Cheryl Zimiga
3415 Monarch Ct.
Rapid City, SD 57702
605-718-4648
sczimiga@rushmore.com
Brookings
David C. Peterson
2026 Kansas Dr
Brookings, SD 57006
605-692-7757
petersdave@brookings.net

Lake Region
(Britton)
Lillian Dwight
1800 3rd Ave SE
Aberdeen, SD 57401
605-493-6494
Lemmon
Hilma Randen
Box 132
Lemmon, SD 57638
605-374-5437
Madison
Betty Beyer
46002 233rd St
Wentworth, SD
57075
605-483-3255
bjb61@rapidnet.com

North Central (Faulkton)
Evelyn I. Cooper
1401 Pearl Street
Faulkton, SD 57438
605-598-6563
Northern Hills
Helen Auer
5 Horseshoe Ln
Spearfish, SD 57783
605-642-3423
helenauer@hotmail.com
Margaret Sullivan
811 University Ave
Spearfish, SD 57783
605-722-2592

Pierre Area
Jean Easland
2301 E. Pine St.
Pierre, SD 57501
605-224-4930
jeasland@pie.midco.net
Nancy Baker
408 S. Taylor
Pierre, SD 57501
605-224-7017
nancyjayebaker@yahoo.com
Redfield Area
Mary Tubandt
418 East lst St
Redfield, SD 57469
605-472-1488
metubandt@hotmail.com

Watertown
Annette Belkonen
611 ½ 3rd St, NE
Watertown, SD 57201
605-882-5937
Email contact:
sdpjohnson@mac.com
Winner Area
Donna Brozik
32097 279th St.
Winner, SD 57580
605-842-3499
mdbrozik@gwtc.net
Yankton Area
Marilyn Kratz
2007 Ross St
Yankton, SD 57078
605-664-5864
mkratz@iw.net

Check Membership Addresses!

It is important for all unit officers to check with each member for their correct address. Each time a newsletter is returned to
the editor, it costs the organization a great deal of money. Send all address changes, as well as names and dates of deaths,
to Bill and Cathy Zubke, 417 Broadway, Watertown, SD 57201. Phone: 605-886-8637
Email address: calz45@hotmail.com

Newsletter

South Dakota Retired Teachers Association
Diana Glover, Editor
4781 Sturgis Rd
Rapid City, SD 57702
Return Service Requested
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